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R emember when they came as toddlers with their 
older siblings or they came as the oldest of siblings, 
to pave the way? Some were scared, some were 
brave. Some came when they were older because 
they had heard… but they all came, and they built 
their faith, they built the foundation that would 
bring them to this day… and into the future...

Sunday, June 3, 18 young adults came together 
for the last time as students of the Sunday 
School. Our heartiest congratulations to our 2012 
Graduates:  Zachary Abdalian, Armen Andonian, 
Garni Aroyan, Christine Bahtiarian, Matthew 
Bejian, John Bogosian, Aaron Campbell, Ani 
Chilingirian, Natalie Eskici, Matthew Kapilian, 
Amanda Luniewicz, Suzanne MacMillan, 
Rebecca Minasian, Vartkes Moushigian, Jonathan 
Raposo, Ari Shirinian, Lauren Trimble, and Chloe 
Zeytoonian.

Sunday School graduates pose for a group photo in the sanctuary.continued on page 20

ARMENiAN FESTiVAL & ANNuAL piCNiC 2012
continued on page 2

SuNdAy SChOOL GRAduATiON
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A&A Corporation
Robert & Adrina Kletjian
George patrick yeghyayanyeghyayany
Leon Kachadorian
Sarkis Bogosian
Janet david
Krikor Ermonian
Melissa healey
Arpie Maksoudian-highgas
Manus ipek
dr. Berdj & Margaret Kiladjian

helena & Arman Movsesian
Ozcan Jewelers
Jack & Audrey pilibosian
Charles & Kathryn Saraf
hagop & Nadia ucuzian
hajian Architects
Lettie Bouldoukian
Mary Jane hindlian Flower
Ellen & Ara ishkanian
ira & Ann Kashgagian

Thank you to chairs Mark Torre and Emily Bedrosian, to 
the countless volunteers, and to all who attended—all of 
whom helped make this year’s St. James Armenian Festival 
a success! Thank you also to our sponsors!

ARMENiAN FESTiVAL
Sunday, June 10, 2012



Fund          Recipient
Virginia Bedrosian           Shant Broukian 
Vernon Assarian Memorial Scholarship      Karina Bekelian 
Jocko & Phyllis Ananian Memorial Scholarship     Aram Gurekian
Edward & Elaine Patapanian Scholarship     Kevin Eskici
Edward & Elaine Patapanian Scholarship     Alina Bazarian
Veronica Tarvezian Memorial Scholarship (GKT)     Ava Gurekian
Armene Tarvezian Memorial Scholarship (GKT)      Shane Madden
Levon, Herant, Zarouhie & Raffi Hollisian Memorial Scholarship   Raffi Kazanjian 
Michael & Ovsanna Hovannesian         Liana Bekelian
Martin Martinian Memorial Scholarship      Ani Moushigian
Gladys & Anna Najarian Medzorian Scholarship     Andrew Malian
Simon Dersimonian           John Musserian
Hovnan & Agnes Hovnanian        Melissa Trimble
Alice & Ann Kaprielian           David Boroyan
Haig and Blanche Yacubian Memorial Scholarship    Christa Bazarian
Greg Janian Memorial Scholarship      William Musserian
Herach & Anne Kazanjian Memorial Scholarship     Serena Seferian
Robert Movsessian Memorial Scholarship     Simon Tacvorian
Edward & Joyce Berberian Memorial Scholarship     Ani Derderian
John Kurkjian Memorial Scholarship      Christa Bazarian
George & Rose Tashjian Memorial Scholarship     Simon Tacvorian
Terjenian & Thomas           Serena Seferian
Alice Khederian           William Musserian
Madeline Kasabian Leone        Ani Derderian
Daniel Percy Hindlian          David Boroyan

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
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On Sunday, June 17, our community recognized the young adults of our parish who received scholarship awards from St. James Church. 
We extend our sincere gratitude to all those parishioners who have established scholarship funds to support and encourage the youth of 
our church in their academic endeavors. Over $19,000 in scholarships was awarded to the young adults of St. James.



PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK 2012
St. James Observes the Final Days of Christ’s Earthly Ministry
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Clockwise from top left: Participants in the 
“Washing of the Feet” service on Holy Thursday. 
Young parishioners pose for a photo on Palm 
Sunday. ACYOA members on Palm Sunday 
meal. Children take part in the Divine Liturgy on 
Palm Sunday. Fr. Arakel Aljalian performs the 
“Washing of the Feet” service on Holy Thursday. 
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ACYOA ACYOA 
  JUNIORS  JUNIORS

Hye M’rtsooM
  JUNIORS

Hye M’rtsoo
  JUNIORS

Hye M’rtsooM
Memorial day Weekend brought almost 200 ay Weekend brought almost 200 ay Weekend brought almost 200 
ACyOA Juniors together at St. James, as we hosted OA Juniors together at St. James, as we hosted OA Juniors together at St. James, as we hosted 
our 37th Annual hye M’rtsoom Junior Sports ye M’rtsoom Junior Sports ye M’rtsoom Junior Sports 
Weekend! St. James was strongly represented Weekend! St. James was strongly represented Weekend! St. James was strongly represented 
with close to 50 members participating, and we with close to 50 members participating, and we with close to 50 members participating, and we 
were excited to bring in new elements to this were excited to bring in new elements to this were excited to bring in new elements to this 
year’s schedule. Friday night, we celebrated “year’s schedule. Friday night, we celebrated “year’s schedule. Friday night, we celebrated “hye 
Memories,” showing slideshows of pictures from Memories,” showing slideshows of pictures from Memories,” showing slideshows of pictures from 
past ACyOA events, creating a wall of handprints, OA events, creating a wall of handprints, OA events, creating a wall of handprints, 
and our parents even displayed pictures from and our parents even displayed pictures from and our parents even displayed pictures from hye 
M’rtsoom in the 80s! 

After a long day of exciting sports competitions After a long day of exciting sports competitions After a long day of exciting sports competitions 
on Saturday, including a new 3-point shootout, we on Saturday, including a new 3-point shootout, we on Saturday, including a new 3-point shootout, we 
came together for a “hye Lights” dance, with a neon ye Lights” dance, with a neon ye Lights” dance, with a neon 
theme. Sunday was the highlight of the weekend, theme. Sunday was the highlight of the weekend, theme. Sunday was the highlight of the weekend, 
as we attended divine Liturgy together, had our ivine Liturgy together, had our ivine Liturgy together, had our 
Sports Finals, and then celebrated in a special way, Sports Finals, and then celebrated in a special way, Sports Finals, and then celebrated in a special way, 
with a “hye Society” dinner-dance at top of the ye Society” dinner-dance at top of the ye Society” dinner-dance at top of the 
Cambridge hyatt, overlooking the Charles River yatt, overlooking the Charles River yatt, overlooking the Charles River 
with a beautiful view of the Boston skyline! with a beautiful view of the Boston skyline! with a beautiful view of the Boston skyline! 

in addition to these events, we added in an n addition to these events, we added in an n addition to these events, we added in an 
outreach element, hosting a supply drive for outreach element, hosting a supply drive for outreach element, hosting a supply drive for 
Cradles to Crayons and writing “well-wish notes” Cradles to Crayons and writing “well-wish notes” Cradles to Crayons and writing “well-wish notes” 
to go in the backpacks they will donate in August.  to go in the backpacks they will donate in August.  to go in the backpacks they will donate in August.  
We also had a discussion about issues we face as We also had a discussion about issues we face as We also had a discussion about issues we face as 
teens, organized by Lucine Boloyan.  it was such an t was such an t was such an 
exciting weekend, and we thank all of our parents exciting weekend, and we thank all of our parents exciting weekend, and we thank all of our parents 
and the St. James organizations who volunteered and the St. James organizations who volunteered and the St. James organizations who volunteered 
their time and support!  Ph
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Hye M’rtsooM

Clockwise from bottom: 
Hye M’rtsoom 
participants attend the 
Divine Liturgy at 
St. James Church.
St. James ACYOA 
Juniors welcome 
participants to Hye 
M’rtsoom. 
The St. James basketball 
team with clergy. 
Hye M’rtsoom 
participants prepare for 
a game. 



This has been a busy year for the ACyOA Juniors.  
We continued our outreach projects, visiting 
Cradles to Crayons in February and March. We 
also attended the diocesan Regional Retreat in 
Contoocook, Nh, and went Glow in the dark 
Bowling. in April, we celebrated ACyOA day with 
our annual palm Sunday Banquet, and welcomed 
ACyOA Central Council member Adrienne 
Ashbahian as our guest. For more on the ACyOA 
Juniors, follow us on Twitter (@StJamesACyOAJrs) 
and Facebook (St. James ACFacebook (St. James ACFacebook yOA). 

ACyoA Juniors 
  outreACH

Top: ACYOA Juniors at a Lenten Retreat in New Hampshire. 
Below: Volunteering at Cradles for Crayons. 

Fall Kick-Off Meeting & Elections
Sunday, September 23 @ 12:30 p.m.

Youth ages 12-18 are welcome and encouraged 
to attend! For information, e-mail Youth Minister 
Maria Derderian at mderderian@sthagop.com, or 
call (617) 923-8990, ext. 19.
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SPORTS WEEKEND
The St. James ACyOA Seniors headed to the Windy City 
over Memorial day weekend to participate in the 2012 
General Assembly and Sports Weekend. St. James was well 
represented at the General Assembly with six delegates: 
Alina Bazarian, Karina Bekelian, Adrine daldalian, Aaron 
Derderian, Raffi Kazanjian, and Caiti Zeytoonian.  Fr. Arakel 
Aljalian was also present during the meetings.  
during Sports Weekend, our teams competed in all the 
sporting events on Saturday and Sunday, and won second 
place in volleyball. The evening events were held at 
memorable venues in downtown Chicago, including the 
famous Knickerbocker hotel and Alhambra palace. The 
weekend was a great success, and we look forward to Sports 
Weekend 2013, hosted by our nearby ACyOA Seniors at Sts. 
Sahag and Mesrob Church in providence.

BASKETBALL LEAGUE
A dedicated group of volunteers, comprised mostly of St. 
James ACyOA Seniors, worked hard throughout the past 
year to establish a Boston-area Armenian Church Basketball 
League. Through their efforts, the season began in January, 
and continued for 10 weeks, concluding with playoffs and a 
“Championship Sunday” at the end of March.  
Six teams participated in the league, including teams from 
St. James Church, St. Stephens Church, and Sts. Sahag and 
Mesrob Church in providence.  The providence team took 
home the trophy this year. 
The ACBL planning committee is planning for another 
season this winter. Thank you to all volunteers, players, and 
organizers who helped make this season possible.

St. James delegates at the ACYOA General Assembly. The St. James Armenian Church Basketball League team. 

ACyoA 
  seniors
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Tiana N. Babigian, daughter of peter and Gloria Babigian 
and granddaughter of Joan and Gary Babigian, graduated 
cum laude from Stonehill College with a B.A. in health care 
administration.

Neal Edward Brewster graduated from Keene State College 
with a B.S. in architecture. Neal will continue his studies at 
the university of philadelphia. he is the the son of Chuck 
and Nancy Brewster of Billerica, and the grandson of Ed 
Brewster and the late Mary Kashian Brewster.

Tina Marie Brewster graduated from Billerica high School. 
Tina will be attending Merrimack College, where she 
will study athletic training. She is the daughter of Chuck 
and Nancy Brewster of Billerica, and the grandson of Ed 
Brewster and the late Mary Kashian Brewster.

Lauren Metjian graduated from Lasell College with a B. A. 
in fashion promotion and communication. Lauren was a 
dean’s List student at Lasell. She is the daughter of Charlie 
and Janice Metjian, and the granddaughter of Charlie and 
dorothy Kasparian, all of Watertown. 

congratulations 
GrAduAtes 

Gregory Paul Mouradian graduated from Moses Brown School. he 
has been admitted to the 8-year B.A./M.d. program in liberal medical 
education at Brown university. Greg is the son of Susan Brewster 
Mouradian and paul Mouradian of Franklin, and the grandson of Ed 
Brewster and the late Mary Kashian Brewster. 

Melissa Andrea Trimble graduated from Acton Boxborough Regional 
high School. She was a National honor Society Member, a student 
ambassador, peer tutor and played lacrosse and soccer. She was an 
assistant Sunday School teacher last year.  She will attend Lafayette 
College in Easton, pA in the fall. She is interested in international pA in the fall. She is interested in international p
relations.

Summer Camp Visits

This summer Fr. Arakel Aljalian and Youth 
Minister Maria Derderian visited St. James 
campers at St. Vartan Camp at the Ararat Center 
in Greenville, NY. The camp ran from July 1 to 
August 11. 



The St. James Men’s Club held another 
successful golf tournament—the 13th 
annual—at the Marlborough Country 
Club on May 21. under the leadership 
of golf committee co-chairs, dick 
Janjigian and Ron Tashjian, together 
with all of the volunteers, the event 

was a social and financial success. 
The committee co-chairs thank all of 
the members of the golf committee, 
golf participants, sponsors, donors, 
and volunteers who have made our 
golf tournament a recognized event 
to support St James!

GOLF TOuRNAMENT

Front row (left to right): Treasurer Bob Bejoian, Chair 
Gail Boroyan, Pastor Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian, Vice 
Chair Tom Gengozian, Assistant Secretary Carol 
Babikyan. Back row (left to right) Edward Kazanjian, 
Scott Kapilian, Garo Yavshayan, Sharon Bazarian, 
Linda Sahagian, Toros Yeterian, Aracse Kurkjian

MEET OuR  

pARiSh COuNCiL
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ARMEniAn SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE
Classes will resume on Saturday, September 15.

new this year is an Advanced Research Program 
for students ages 13-17. 

To register your child, call (978) 663-1755.

it has been a successful academic year for Armenian School. it 
was enhanced by our rich traditions, history, and culture. There 
was a lot of enthusiasm and interest among the students, which 
was obvious during each performance. 

The highlight of this year’s program was the launch of 
a new curriculum, which includes the advanced research 
and presentation of a specific topic. This year’s topic was 
the celebration of the 1050th anniversary of the city of Ani. 
The students in this class worked with the guidance of Alex 
Kalaydjian to study the history and importance of Ani. At 
the year-end awards presentation and program, each student 
presented a reading or a song and a piece of artwork (which 
were displayed for viewing) to commemorate the anniversary. 

The year-end program included the graduation of 
kindergarteners Ava hayward, Nairi davidian, Garabed 
Kalajian, Alex Kurkjian, and Alex Alvandyan, and the promotion 
to the next grade of 30 students. The program consisted of 
vignettes of typical village trades such as winemaking, rug 
weaving, butter churning, breadmaking, and yarn spinning, 
and closed with the celebration of a very traditional Armenian 
wedding. 

This would not have been such a success without the dedicated 
service of the staff: Alex Kalaydjian, Annie Kalaydjian, Mary 
demirjian, Mayda yetimian, Rita Meneshian, Anna Kupelian, yetimian, Rita Meneshian, Anna Kupelian, y
Svetlanna Vehapetian, yelena yelena y hagopian, and volunteers Tina 
Kurkjian and Lucine Baghsarian for the dances they taught 
throughout the year. We are also grateful to the parents for their 
continued support and commitment to the school. 

Registration for the 2012-13 school year will begin in 
September. please contact Marina Minasian at (978) 663-1755 
for more information.

հայ դպրոց
St. Sahag and St. MeSrob

հայ դպրոց

Top: Superintendent Marina Minasian with Fr. Arakel 
Aljalian. Ms. Minasian was honored for her five years of 
service to the school. Above and on opposite page: Students in 
traditional costumes imagine scenes from village life during 
the school’s year-end program. Opposite page, bottom: Staff 
and volunteers pose for a group photo. 



Լոյս Լրագիր | ամառ 2012 13

Ձ

EVERyVERyVER ThiNG COMES FROM GOd. All we have is from God, 
and we must use it in a way that reflects GOD’s character, 
not just our own. in returning to him and his work the gifts 
he has given us, we are blessed. All giving should be done 
joyfully and in recognition of God’s blessings in our life. 

The best example of this are the founders of this St. James 
church. in economic times harder than ours today, during 
the darkest days of the Great depression, they made it their 
priority to create a church around which they centered 
their lives. Their commitment, and their work for God and 
returning to him their gifts, is the legacy that continues until 
today. 

Over the years, our parishioners have sacrificed 
profoundly, worked tirelessly, and offered all that they had 
to build this church. They gave because the church was that 
important to them, and, today, to all of us.

Like them, let us play our part and fulfill our responsibility 
with pride, with joy, with faith, and with love. it’s our turn 
to carry the torch, and create our own legacy, by making an 
active commitment to our St. James parish—by giving of our 
time and skills, and by becoming a member and a steward 
of this parish. 

parishioners have received Membership/Stewardship 
cards in the mail. We ask you to consider your gift to God, 
to give joyfully to this church that is at the center of our lives 
and our most memorable occasions, and the cornerstone of 
our faith. 

if you have questions, please contact info@sthagop.com, 
or call the church office, and a member of the Membership 
Committee will be most happy to call you. 

“What can I do for the Lord for all He has given me?” Psalm 116

MeMbership
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Jeniffer and Steve Carson

How long have you been members of St. James Church?
STEVE:  i have been a parishioner of St. James for over 13 
years. i made a commitment to marry in and raise our family 
in the St. James’ community.
JENiffER: i have been a member of St. James from birth, 
38 years ago. i was baptized, graduated Sunday School (as 
valedictorian), and have been a member and vice chair of 
ACyOA Juniors, chair of ACyOA Srs., a parish Council 
member, assistant Sunday School teacher, 75th Anniversary 
Strategic planning Committee member, and co-chair of the 
Breakfast with Santa. 

Why do you believe it’s important for parishioners in our 
parish family to become members?
STEVE: The decision to embrace and surround myself with 
the traditions, culture, community and teachings of the 
church both for myself, my wife and my children was not 
one that i took lightly.  Frankly speaking, i often feel that we 
do not do enough. paying our annual dues is (at the very 
least), our attempt to give back for all that St. James means 
and gives to us. Since making that commitment 13 years 
ago, i have always felt that paying our dues was a way of 
honoring that commitment, a commitment that goes both 
ways. 
Although i am not Armenian, i was not raised in a way that 
would allow me to feel comfortable without committing at 
least the bare minimum to the church.
JENiffER: St. James has given and continues to give my 
family so much. We recognize that in order for the church 
to continue to serve its parish, certain financial needs must 
be met—building upkeep, staff salaries, heating, electricity, 
programming, charitable outreach, etc. For what essentially 
amounts to a nice dinner out, a round of golf, or a pair of 

MeMber Spotlight

Their legacy…

… continues today  
Their Church. Our Church. 

Commit to St. James. 
Become a Member.

For information on church membership, please 
contact info@sthagop.com or call (617) 923-8860. 

Consecration 1931



designer shoes, we can contribute to the overall long term 
survival of the church we love. We realize during these 
trying economic times that money is tight. For us, St. James 
is a priority and paying dues is the very least we can and 
should do for the church community that made us who we 
are and will shape who our children will be. 

What does St. James mean to you? 
STEVE: To have St. James as resource for my family is 
invaluable. While we certainly are not able to take advantage 
of all that is offered at the church, to just know that it’s 
there, means a great deal. To see my children educated in 
the church, to learn about their faith and the traditions of 
this part of their history, is vitally important to me. When i
take my daughter to Sunday School, or attend a baptism or 
funeral, it reinforces how important a commitment it is. 
JENiffER:  St. James is an integral part of my family’s past, 
present, and future. i often credit St. James for my successes, 
personal and professional, because what i learned and gained 
from St. James underlies every part of who i am. My family’s 
commitment to the St. James parish began generations 
ago. St. James took care of my grandmother and her three 
children in ways that only a church can do. My grandmother 
always remained thankful to St. James and she gave back as 
often as she could. This became the example her children 
and grandchildren follow. My mother and father were also 
two extraordinary role models who dedicated much of their 
life to St. James, and they made church a priority in my and 
my brother’s lives. St. James was and is our second home. 
Now we have two beautiful daughters, Adrienne who is 6, 
and Vanessa who is 2. Adrienne just finished her first year of 
Sunday School. it is my hope that we do as good a job raising 
them in St. James as my parents and grandmother did. it is 
hard with today’s hectic pace of life to participate the way 
my parents did. But we have made it a priority because it 
is important that our children learn faith, community, and 
responsibility the way i did. 

Pam Talanian 
How long have you been a parishioner at St. James?
PAM: i have been a parishioner since enrolling my children 
in kindergarten at St. James Sunday School 15 years ago!

What does St. James mean to you? 
PAM: St James means home to me; it is my spiritual home—a 
place where i can renew my faith in God and appreciate my 
heritage.  

What has the church offered you and your children?  
PAM: St James has offered us a home in which we can 
nurture our Christian beliefs. Since i was not raised at St. 
James, i have had the privilege of watching my children 
grow up in the church. having them participate in activities, 
such as candle holding, Gospel reading, and volunteering 
at charity and youth events, has strengthened the core of 
our faith as a family. Our family has made lifelong friends 
through participating in all that St. James has to offer. My 
children have forged strong friendships. i, as a member of 
the New Vision group, was afforded the opportunity to 
meet other parents who shared the same ideals and moral 
philosophy as myself. 

Why did you decide to become a dues paid member? 
PAM: I decided to become a dues paid member first and 
foremost to give back to the church. St. James has been very 
good to me, my children, and my entire family, especially 
during times of crisis. At times where i wanted to turn inward, 
der Arakel, der Arsen and my entire St. James family were 
there to provide constant support and compassion. Sitting 
in church each Sunday, i feel blessed. i want to preserve St. 
James for future generations, in the hopes that others will be 
able to get as much out of the church as i have.

Why is it important for others to become dues paying 
members?
PAM: if others feel St. James is their spiritual home, where 
they celebrate all major life events, they need to commit 
to the St. James family to share in the ideals and beliefs, to 
foster their own faith and curiosity, and to help to ensure a 
future for the generations yet to come. 

ber Spotlight

Opposite page: Jeniffer and Steve Casron with their daughters Adrienne and Vanessa. 
Above: Pam Talanian with her mother Lucy, and her children Caroline and Olivia. 



From the hoLy LANd       
to the homeLANd

Two Pilgrimages Offer St. James Parishioners 
Opportunities for Discovery

i have heard so many times throughout my life that 
Armenians are a strong people, and i’ve always known 
that it was because of our faith that we’ve been blessed 

with such strength. We witness it through our family 
members and have learned by the stories of our genocide 
survivors. i’ve always been proud of being Armenian, 
knowing that though we’re not an imposing force, we will 
never be considered weak. it wasn’t until i was given the 
opportunity to go on the pilgrimage to Jerusalem that i felt 
my pride was validated.

We know that throughout the world, the Armenians 
have been the victims of conquest and genocide countless 
times; that surrounding cultures have repeatedly stolen 
Armenian land and tried to take away our history, culture, 
and our faith. But it is in our faith that we have resilience 
and have persevered. in Jerusalem, the Armenians are 
a people that have fought to keep their place and claim. 
They’ve dedicated their lives to caring for places that have 
been around for several hundred years. These places are 
monuments to our endurance. They’re monuments to 
our abilities and traditions. These churches and holy sites 
embody our language and our artistry. They’re assemblages 
of found objects that were brought in and left behind over 
time to make up such stunningly beautiful expressions of 
love and worship. in each place is carved stone, mosaic, 
paintings, and tapestry that would take years to describe. 
Even then you could never really explain the damp coolness 
of the churches or the smell of burnt candles and incense 
that make you forget whatever unpleasantness is outside 
their walls.

Since coming home, i’ve been asked “Was it all that you 
expected?” Well, i never went into it expecting anything. i let 
Jerusalem unfold before me and i took in whatever i could. i
didn’t accept the opportunity under the perception of it being 
a vacation. Jerusalem for me was not a ten-day excursion 
of tourist attractions and souvenir shops. i encountered 
a sensory understanding, to be in the places Jesus and his 
disciples walked, feeling the sun and heat, the long days, the 

2012 diocesan youth youth y pilgrimage to the holy Land 
A Reflection by Alicia Antreassian
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walking, the stones and dirt. it’s hard to describe in words 
the feeling that you get when you’re in these places and 
you finally force yourself to think that Jesus was born here, 
he taught the people here, he prayed and fasted here. he 
suffered for us and was crucified in this very place. When 
you get to that realization, the feeling is overwhelming. you you y
redevelop an appreciation for his teachings. you consider you consider y
everything you’ve been taught by your church, friends 
and family, parents and grandparents. i redeveloped an 
appreciation for loving other people because, in my opinion, 
that’s the greatest way of honoring Jesus’ sacrifice. It’s that 
love that is the foundation of our church, and is inherent 
in Armenian communities. it was this commonality among 
all of us pilgrims that made this journey so beautiful. We 
read from the Gospels together and held discussions. We 
expressed our love and appreciations, our fears and struggles. 
We supported each other and offered solutions and solace. 
We celebrated the engagement of two of the pilgrims and 
we mourned the loss of a fellow pilgrim’s family member. 
We became so close that outsiders to our group thought we 
had all known each other for years. We became a family. 
But that’s the way Armenians are raised. it’s not unique to 
just our group of thirty some odd young adults—it’s the 
Armenian church itself. We’re taught that each one of us is 
connected through Chrismation, that every single member 
of the Armenian church in every country around the world 
has been blessed with the same holy muron.

The church is more than just our parishes here: it reaches 
out beyond our immediate and extended families, past our 
friends and the familiar faces that we see each week. We all 
have an extended family that many of us will never know, 
but we all owe it to our ancestors and our descendants to 
carry on our traditions and faith. We owe it to those who 
gave their lives and have struggled to survive, while still 
showing us how to be loving, kind, and forgiving. We need 

to maintain our place in Jerusalem and support those that 
live day in and day out protecting it, because in many 
cases, we built those walls. God gave us this strength, but 
it’s up to us to utilize it. Our culture is built upon amazing 
examples of unwavering faith. We must strive to be the 
same exemplification in our faith in order to maintain our 
culture’s strength as both Armenians and Christians, and to 
never lose our identity.

Opposite page: Pilgrims outside the Church of the Nativity of 
Christ in Bethlehem. Top: Alicia Antreassian (foreground) dur-
ing the Divine Liturgy at the Church of the Nativity. 

O n June 26, a group of 19 people began their journey 
to yerevan on the St. James Fourth yerevan on the St. James Fourth y pilgrimage to 
Armenia. After two long flights, the group arrived 

in our homeland excited to see everything we had heard 
about. Over the course of 10 days, we traveled through 
various regions of Armenia, saw breathtaking landscapes, 
and experienced the faith of our ancestors. We saw many 
ancient monasteries and beautiful architecture which has 
withstood the test of time. We visited museums and other 
landmarks, such as the Armenian Genocide Memorial, which 
was a powerful experience. in the evenings, we explored 
the vibrant yerevan nightlife, enjoying time in the outdoor yerevan nightlife, enjoying time in the outdoor y
cafes near the Opera house, seeing shows, and our favorite: 
watching the fountains set to music in Republic Square 
every night. We began the trip as strangers, but by the end 
of the trip we were all like family. Armenia has touched each 
of us in a special way, and many of us are already excited to 
go back and visit again. 

St. James pilgrimage to Armenia
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Sunday
School

T he Lenten season is the time we use to prepare 
ourselves for Holy Easter. The preparation for 
Easter is great, but the rewards are greater. Lent 
is a time of fasting, self denial and self-discipline. 

A time of reflecting, meditating, praying, sharing, learning, 
teaching and giving. This Lenten season, the Sunday School 
teachers and staff worked diligently to prepare our students 
for their spiritual journey through Lent and Holy Week.

During the annual Sunday School Lenten Drive, which 
is carried out in conjunction with the Diocese, students 
collected coins in their “Dunkin’ Donuts” mite boxes, and 
raised $2,162.97. This year’s Lenten drive will be divided 
equally to benefit the Nor Hajn Soup Kitchen in Armenia’s 
Kotayk Province and Feeding America—the nation’s leading 
domestic hunger-relief organization.

Each student in the Sunday School received a beautiful 
Lenten calendar from the Diocese’s Department of Youth 
and Education. This colorful tool was used in the classrooms 
and at home to bring Lent “to life” and to make it a part of 
everyday, not just Sundays.

No Lenten season would be complete without the Sunday 
School’s “Service Sunday.” On Sunday, March 18, with all 
hands on deck, we were rocking! The students from grades 
K-4 assembled Easter baskets. Working in assembly-line 

fashion, our youngsters, eager and smiling, filled 72 Easter 
baskets with bunnies, goodies and toys. The baskets were 
delivered to the Watertown food pantry for distribution to 
less fortunate children. Simultaneously, students in grade 
5 portioned  shampoo; grade 6 portioned bath soap; grade 
7 rolled and tied new underwear; grade 9 baked cookies; 
grade 11 made sandwiches; and grades 8 and 10 assembled 
box lunches—all to be delivered to Fr. Bill’s Homeless shelter 
in Quincy, MA.  

On Palm Sunday morning, grades K-3 eagerly arrived 
at church to carry palms and participate in the morning’s 
procession. In addition to carrying palms, the children carried 
festively-decorated Easter tapers, which were graciously 
prepared and donated by Mr. and Mrs. Panos and Tamara 

Holy Week and Easter

To all the St. James Sunday School students and 
families who participated in our Lenten Drive: 

With your kindness and generosity we will make 
a difference in the lives of Americans who rely on 
assistance from Feeding America and residents in 
Armenia who rely on the Nor Hajn Soup Kitchen.
This year we raised $ 2,162.97!  

A BIG THANK YOU
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Takajian. The students remained in church for a time before 
returning to their classrooms.

On holy Tuesday evening, the fourth grade girls 
participated in the “Service of the Maidens.” This vesper 
service is a re-enactment of the parable of the wise and 
foolish maidens, which is found in the Gospel of Luke. 
unlike other years, this year the girls were joined by their 
mothers! There was giggling and excitement in the air as our 
pastor announced that this year the mothers would have the 
parts of the foolish maidens.

On holy Thursday evening, the fourth grade boys 
participated in the “Washing of the Feet” service. This service 
is symbolic of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples before 

the tenth grade participated in their annual “Agape Meal.” 
The meal is a remembrance of the Last Supper and the 
passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Children’s “Easter holy Communion and Breakfast” 
was held on holy Saturday morning. Following holy 
Communion, children and adults filled Keljik Hall, where a 
wonderful breakfast was prepared and hosted by the Sunday 
School and the Armenian School. The children were treated 
to a wonderful program of critters and creatures.

is symbolic of Jesus washing the feet of is disciples before 
the feast of the passover. Following the service, students of 

Opposite page: Children assemble Easter baskets on 
“Service Sunday.” Fr. Arakel Aljalian teaches Sunday “Service Sunday.” Fr. Arakel Aljalian teaches Sunday 
School students how to make “nushkhar.” School students how to make “nushkhar.” 
This page: Students make sandwiches for the needy This page: Students make sandwiches for the needy 
(top). Sunday School children pose with Easter baskets.  (top). Sunday School children pose with Easter baskets.  

SChOOL BEGiN
S SEpTEMBER 16

hOMECOMiN
G SuNdAy

iN
dOOR FiELd dAy
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O n Graduation Sunday, students  participated in 
Badarak, gave the Kiss of peace, and read the 
confession. Following holy Communion, Fr. Arakel 

Aljalian awarded the diplomas, and the students renewed 
their baptismal vows. in his sermon, der hayr sincerely and 
lovingly spoke to the graduates, reminding them that St. 
James was their spiritual home and family, to make good 
choices, and to always remember three things: pray, go to 
church, and love God.

A lovely reception, prepared and hosted by Sunday 
school parents, followed in Keljik hall, where Garni Aroyan 
and Rebecca Minasian gave their  salutatorian addresses, 
and Aaron Campbell  gave the valedictorian address.  Garni, 
Rebecca and Aaron spoke of memories, family, teachers, 
classmates, choices, faith and the future. They expressed 
their appreciation and thanks, and they challenged their 
classmates to continue to do good and to make good 
choices.

yn. Natasha Aljalian shared  memories of this class, 
seeing them as toddlers, watching them grow and being 
their teacher not once, but twice. yeretzgin also took the yeretzgin also took the y

opportunity to remind the graduates to remember what 
they had learned, to apply that to their everyday lives, and 
to remember that she, der hayr and this church are their 
family and are always here for them. 

GRAduATiON

Fr. Arakel Aljalian addresses Sunday School graduates.

continued from page 1

ARMENIAN FOOD, DELICACIES & PASTRIES
Shish Kebab, Chicken Kebab, Losh Kebab, Kheyma 
and Eetch, Boereg, Manti, Yalanchi, Porov Kufteh, 
Tourshi, Choereg, Cream and nut Khadaif, Bourma, 
Baklava and more.

BOOTHS & VENDORS
Including the Farmer’s Market, Silent Auction, 
Armenian items, the popular Attic Treasures, vendor 
booths.

RAFFLES & CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

SPONSORSHIP & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
if you are interested in supporting our Annual 
Bazaar, please contact co-chairs nancy Kassabian 
at (781) 322-0029 or Sandy Raphalian at  
(781) 762-6465.

October 12 and 13

ST. JAMES ANNUAL

BAzAAR

20
12



2012 marks the 500th anniversary of the printing of 
the first Armenian book, in 1512 in Venice by Hagop 
Meghabard (the Sinful). On this occasion, our Cultural 
Committee is organizing an exhibition of rare Armenian  
printed books to be held on October 21, 2012. 

2012 also marks the 1650th birth anniversary of 
St. Mesrob Mashtots, the inventor of the Armenian 
alphabet. in 405 he invented the Armenian alphabet 
and helped establish Armenia’s golden age of literature. 
Our Saturday School is named after this great Armenian 
saint, and since this year marks the 80th anniversary of 
the school, plans are underway at the school to mark 
both occasions.

An exhibition commemorating the 
500th anniversary of the 
first printed Armenian book 
at St. James Armenian Church

Հայ Տպագրութեան 500-ամեակ
The 500th Anniversary of Armenian Printing

այս տարուայ ընթացքին, հայութիւնը ամէնուրեք – 
ըլլայ Հայաստան կամ արտասահման, համազգային 
շուքով կը տօնեն քանի մը նշանաւոր եւ յոյժ կարեւոր 
տարեդարձներ։ անոնցմէ առաջինը հայ առաջին 
գիրքի տպագրութեան 500-ամեակն է։ արդարեւ, 
1512-ին Վենետիկի մէջ, յակոբ մեղապարտ 
տպեց հայերէն առաջին գիրքը՝ ուրբաթագիրքը, 
եւ այդպէս սկիզբ դրաւ հայ տպագրութեան, որ 
անընդմիջաբար կը շարունակուի մինչեւ այսօր։ մեր 
եկեղեցւոյ մշակութային յանձնախումբը արդէն 
սկսած է պատրաստութիւններ տեսնել հայ հնատիպ 
գիրքերու ցուցահանդէսի մը, որ տեղի պիտի ունենայ 
Հոկտեմբեր 21, 2012-ին։ 

երկրորդը՝ մեր այբուբենի հնարիչ Սբ. մեսրոպ 
մաշտոցի ծննդեան 1650-ամեակն է։ Տարօնի 
Հացեկաց գիւղին մէջ ծնած այս հայը, վարդապետը 
եւ սուրբը իր այս ճակատագրական նշանակութիւն 
ունեցող գիւտով մեր ազգը փրկեց ոչնչացումէ 
եւ ձուլումէ եւ հիմը դրաւ ոսկեդարեան մեր 
գրականութեան։

Ցուցահանդէս նուիրուած հայ 
տպագրութեան 500-ամեակի առթիւ 
Սբ. Յակոբ Եկեղեցւոյ մէջ

կիրակի, Հոկտեմբեր 21, 2012
Հիւրասիրութիւն Ժամը 1

Sunday, October 21, 2012
1 p.m. reception to follow



uknerDuDDuD
տուտուկներ

St. James Church Cultural Committee and 
Amaras Art Alliance proudly present
THE DUDUKNER ENSEMBLE
A prime assembly of Armenian traditional instrumentalists, 
performing Armenian sacred and folk music, and songs.
A reception will follow.

Սբ. յակոբ Հայաստանեայց եկեղեցիի մշակութային յանձնախումբը եւ

ամարաս արուեստի միութիւնը հպարտութեամբ կը ներկայացնեն 
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sAturdAy,  
septeMber 22, 2012

7:00 p.M.
Charles Mosesian Cultural Center Keljik Hall
465 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown, MA 02472

Donation: $20 | Students and Senior Citizens: $15

համոյթ
տուտուկներ
համոյթ

տուտուկներ

Հայրենի 10 տուտուկահարներու յայտագրին մաս 
կը կազմեն հայկական հոգեւոր եւ ժողովրդական 
երաժշտութիւն եւ երգեր

Տեղի կ'ունենայ Շաբաթ, Սեպտեմբեր 22, 2012, ժամը 
7։00-ին եկեղեցւոյ Չարլզ մոսէսեան մշակութային 
Համալիրի Քէլճիկ սրահին մէջ

Համերգի աւարտին տեղի պիտի ունենայ հիւրասիրութիւն

մուտքի գին՝ $20 | ուսանողներ եւ երէցներ՝ $15
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7:00 p.M.
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Karolyna Seta Arazian
April 7, 2012
Daughter of Cesar and 
Nouvart Arazian
Godparents: Manuk and Lerna Ozcan

Tyler Steven Wu
April 15, 2012
Son of Kenny and Linda Wu
Godparents: Jeffrey Gonzalez and 
Andrea Von Oeyen

Leo Nishan Goudsouzian
April 15, 2012
Son of Aram and 
Chrystal Goudsouzian
Godparents: Steve and Lara 
Goudsouzian

Noelle Faith Benigno
April 28, 2012
Daughter of Samuel and Lee Benigno
Godparents: Gary Aram and 
Cheryl Lee Garabedian

Nairi Violet yacubianyacubiany
April 28, 2012
Daughter of Arakel and 
Nanik Yacubian
Godparents: Mark Yacubian Torre and 
Lori Narinian

Lucy Emily ishkhanian
May 6, 2012
Daughter of Vartan and 
Syuzanna Ishkhanian
Godparents: Avedis and Vilda Cimen

Tessa Andrews
June 23, 2012
Daughter of Anthony and 
Marisa Andrews
Godparents: Louis Remigio and 
Samira Kulch

Cameron Barker Stratton
July 28, 2012
Son of Frederick Prescott Stratton III 
and Keri Lynn Sarajian
Godparents: Larry Der Hagopian and 
Margaret Stratton Norman

BAPTiSMS & CHRiSMATiONS
You have been baptized in Christ. Alleluia. 

Agnes Muckjian
March 19, 2012

Nancy Bayzar Toumayan
March 27, 2012

haig Avedisian  
March 28, 2012

Charles John hatabian, Jr. 
April 12, 2012

Ora M. Margosian
April 20, 2012

Nora Osganian  
April 23, 2012

yelizaveta Tumasyanyelizaveta Tumasyany
April 25, 2012

Anna Obukhova  
May 11, 2012

Nevart Ghazarian  
May 17, 2012

Valentine derderian
May 21, 2012

Migran deirmendjian
May 26, 2012

Joseph Essegian  
May 29, 2012

Margaret Malemezian
May 30, 2012

hamest Adamian  
May 31, 2012

Stephen Sayabalian
May 31, 2012

Sergey Gukasov  
June 11, 2012

hripsime Terzian  
June 27, 2012

Genrikh Amirbekyan
July 2, 2012

Ann Kaprielian  
July 3, 2012

Manoog Solomon youngyoungy
July 10, 2012

Egiya Kibarian  
July 14, 2012

Mary der Boghosian
July 30, 2012

fUNERALS
May Christ our God shed His Eternal Light upon the souls of our dearly departed. 
May God bless the souls of the deceased and comfort the members of their families.

Լոյս Լրագիր | ամառ 2012

SacramentSacramentSacramentSacramentSacramentSacramentSSS

 Օրհնեցէք զՏէր յերկինս։ Ալէլուիա։ Օրհնեցէք զՏէր յերկինս։ Ալէլուիա։ Օրհնեցէք զՏէր յերկինս։ Ալէլուիա։ Օրհնեցէք զՏէր յերկինս։ Ալէլուիա։ Օրհնեցէք զՏէր յերկինս։ Ալէլուիա։ Օրհնեցէք զՏէր յերկինս։ Ալէլուիա։

Օրհնեցէք զնա ի բարձունս։ Ալէլուիա։Օրհնեցէք զնա ի բարձունս։ Ալէլուիա։Օրհնեցէք զնա ի բարձունս։ Ալէլուիա։
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We thank the following for their generosity 
and their support of St. James and the 
publication of Looys.

Arthur A. Maranian Sr.   $100

Varujan and hilda Ozcan  $100

Mary Bergoudian   $50

Joyce Guleserian   $50

Sonia iskandarian   $30
On the occasion of her mother’s birthday

isgouhi Khalarian   $30

Mary Selvinazian   $50

haige J. Garabedian   $30
In memory of Dora (Berberian) Garabedian

henry hovanasian   $25
In memory of his brother Martin who 
passed away on March 6, 2012

Jennie Koumjian   $20

Bertha Mugurdichian  $15

DONATiONS TO LOOYS: THANK YOU
PLEASE NOTE: There is an expense of approximately $3,000 for 
publishing and mailing each issue of Looys. Any contributions sent to 
defray part of this cost are greatly appreciated. please use the form 
below to send your donation for this purpose. 

St. James Armenian Apostolic Church 
465 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA 02472

donation for Looys in the amount of $ ______________

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ___________ Zip: __________

please list occasion (if any): _____________________________________

_________________________________________
_________________________________________

St. JAMESSt. JAMESSt. J  ArMEN ArMEN Ar iANiANi  CHUrCHrCHr
ENDOWMENt trUSrUSr t FUND

A Venerable Christian Practice

Remember St. James Church 
in your will.

WEDDiNGS
And the two shall become one.

Ramy yaqub and yaqub and y
Lillian Michelle Seferian
May 19, 2012
Best Man: Saeed Yaqub

John Andre Anteryassian and 
Salbe Mkrtumian
June 9, 2012
Best Man: Mike Anteryassian
Maid of Honor: Narine Mkrtumian

Andrea Cherkerzian and 
peter dennigan
June 17, 2012
Best Man: Liam Dennigan
Maid of Honor: Lisa Cherkerzian

david James deranian and 
Mari palian 
June 23, 2012
Best Man: Kenneth Harry Deranian
Maid of Honor: Mari Palian

Ohan Allen Ozcan and 
Aleena Rose Melkonian
July 8, 2012
Best Man: Manuk Ozcan
Maid of Honor: Lerna Ozcan

paul Ara Kurkjian and 
Taleen Zabounian
July 28, 2012
Best Man: Levon Kurkjian
Maid of Honor: Tina Kurkjian
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NAZLi DiLEKOGLU  
February 17, 2012

Garo and Jaklin Ozcan  
Anonymous  
Seta Arazian  
Nektar and Stephan Ashchian  
Krikor and Aysel Askan  
Zadik Ay  
Elizabeth and Nisan Baba  
Garbis and Zagik Baba  
hilda Campbell  
Kaya Cinar and Family  
Jak and Ani Eskici  
Mihran and Satenig Guler  
Manus ipek  
Ardemis Kalayjian and the 
Koutoujian Family
Migirdich Kavak Family  
Anita and Markar Kaya  
Sarkis Kaya  
The Koutoujian Family
Krikor Masrof  
Zadik and Alis Ozcan  
Sayat and Sevan Ozcan  
Silva and Robert Ozcan  
Kohar Ozcan  
Serkiz and Nuritse Sahan  
Varter and isguhi Shirinian  
Mr. and Mrs. Takforyan  
Berg and Ani yilderim  yilderim  y
Vartouhi yildizyan and Family  yildizyan and Family  y
Setrak yuzlek yuzlek y

  Total: $1,595

MiCHAEL PAPiKiAN 
February 18, 2012

Ann Nahabedian 

  Total: $35

ARA KALAYDJiAN
March 2, 2012

Shoushanig M. Kalaydjian  
Alex, Annie and Nareg Kalaydjian  
Mr. and Mrs. Kevork and Endza 
Abdalian  
Albert and Linda Abkarian  
Edwin and hermine Adamian  
Armen Baghdoyan  
Robert Bejoian  
don and Sunny Boghosian  
Berj and Annie Chekijian  

Samuel Chekijian  
John dagdigian  
Charles Gazarian  
hermine Getzoyan  
Mary Arpy haleblian  
Maggie haroutiounian and Family  
Joseph M. hovsepian  
Nancy Kalajian  
Aracse Kurkjian  
Souren and Lisa Maserejian  
Rita h. Meneshian  
Mr. and Mrs. harry parsekian  
Jack pilibosian  
Apkar potookian  
Virginia Safer  
Linda Sahagian  
Siran Salibian  
Mr. and Mrs. Garo Salibian  
hagop and helen Sarkissian  
Mr. and Mrs. Ardashes Shelemian  
St.Sahag and St.Mesrob Armenian 
School Staff  
Richard, Ann and Talene Tarvezian  
Mayda yetimianyetimiany

  Total: $1,610

AGNES MUCKJiAN
March 19, 2012

Lucy Alexander and Family  
John and Lisa Arakelian  
Rose Arakelian  
Stephen and Barbara Arthur 
(Sarkisian)  
Margaret Cullinane  
Arra and Alice derderian  
Edward and Joan hoplamazian  
Carol and Jack hoplamazian  
diane hoplamazian  
Victoria hoplamazian  
Louise d. Missakian and Sandra L. 
Missakian
Florence and John pepi  
Mr. and Mrs. david Rizk and 
Family  
Marien Samuelian    
Kenneth and diane Samuelian and 
Family  
irene Sarkisian  
John and Nancy Sarkisian  
Mr. and Mrs. paul Tefankjian

Total: $965

NANCY BAYZAR TOUMAYAN 
March 27, 2012

Robert and Marianne Fullam  
Shirley and philip Miller (Toumayan) philip Miller (Toumayan) p
Noah and Bryce
Robert and Sheila Fullam  
Shakeh (Johnson) Abrahamian  
Gevorg Abrahamian  
Ronald and Esther Adamian  
harry and Azniv Amiralian  
Rose T. Arpiarian  
Stephen and Nektar Ashchian  
Karlo, Rose and Carneg Ashchian  
Mrs. Sue Ayrassian and Family  
Sylvia and Lillian Barmakian  
Alice Bogdasarian  
Michael and ida Boodakian  
Azad Chitchian  
Michael dasho  
Seranoush Otyag, daughters of 
Vartan, Sofia Shahverdian
Mr. and Mrs. James derderian  
Anahid Erol  
Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis Gennetian  
Krikor  Gennetian  
Kay Goshgarian  
Crosby Goshgarian  
Arman halajian  
The hanzatian Family  
diana harotian  
Zevart hollisian     
June and Ara hollisian and Family  
Jack and Carol hoplamazian  
Mari imirze  
Arpi Kazanjian and Family  
Joanne and Eric  Kenworthy  
Agnes Killabian and Anthony 
Barsamian,Sr.
Kety and dikran Kinarian  
Adrina and Bob Kletjian  
Janet and Stephen Knarian  
Varujan and Carmen Kundakjian  
Charles and Azaduhi Loosian  
Betty Lusararian  
Berj, Meline, Melinda and Melissa 
Manoukian
Alice and david Martin  
Jean E. Martinian  
dikran and Maro Meguerditchian  
Anahid Minasyan  
Sirvart Mollian  
Nishan and Margaret Mootafian  
Thomas and Mary Nolan  

Agavni Ozcan  
harry and hripsime parsekian  
Alma and Stepan Sahagian  
Herika Sarafian  
Shant Sarkeesian  
irene C. Sarkisian  
Krikor and Araxy Shaboian  
himayak and Lucy Torosian and 
Family  
Mrs. Alice Vosgerichian  
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Wright, Jr.  
Michael and Lisa Zeytoonian 

Total: $3,020  

HAiG AVEDiSiAN
March 28, 2012
Linda Ovoian and Family
Christine and Roy Berberian
Carole A. Corrigan
Arlene (Stepanian) Felt and Family
Richard and Nancy hovsepian
Kenneth K. Kasabian
Gary and Cheryl Leach
George and Anne Mooradian
hope Kasabian Moore 
Robert and Christine Najarian
Gayle M. yapchaianyapchaiany
Michael G. yapchaianyapchaiany
George and Frances yapchaianyapchaiany

$785

NORA OSGANiAN 
April 23, 2012

Brian Osganian  
John and Lisa Arakelian  
Mary Avedisian  
Council of Armenian Executives 
c/o K.Samuelian,Treas.
Madeline and peter deSesa  
Charles Jamgochian  
Leona Kevorkian  
John Khozozian and June prophet
Stephen W. Kidder  
The  McMurray Family  
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Metjian, Jr. 
and Family  
Stephanie Oberto  
Mr. and Mrs. Ervant Osganian  
Mr.and Mrs. Kenneth and diane 
Samuelian

Total: $910 

The following donations have been received with appreciation by St. James 
Armenian Apostolic Church. May God bless the souls of our dearly departed 
and give comfort to their families.

In Lieu of Flowers

continued on page 20
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ORA M. MARGOSiAN  
April 20, 2012

Mrs. Arthur Margosian and philip 
Margosian
diana E. Adamian  
Mary and Sarah Agabian  
Florence Aharonian  
Eleanor C. Arakelian  
Lucy Aroian  
Mary Avedisian  
Kim Bakarian-Gaynor  
Rose d. Barsamian  
Melanie Bedrosian  
Robert Bejoian  
Sara Bejoian  
Mary Guleserian Bergoudian  
don and Sunny Boghosian  
Valerie day  
Mr. and Mrs. Arra derderian  
Ann Cardillo drouin  
Shakea Gabriel  
dr. Nishan and Mary Goudsouzian  
Edward and Nancy Guleserian  
Charles and Joyce Guleserian  
Leon W. Kachadorian  
George and Gladys Kaloostian  
Rose Kasarjian  
Louise J. Kassabian  
Edward and Nirva Kazanjian and 
Family  
Leona Kevorkian  
Gloria Khederian  
Aracse Kurkjian and Family  
Silva Lorensian  
Arpie Maksoudian-highgas  
Michael   Mamishian  
Arthur A. Maranian, Sr.  
Lucy Mardirosian  
Jean E. Martinian  
Alice K. Mellian and Rose Z. 
Karibian
Edward and Julie Mesrobian  
Louise Missakian and Sandra 
Missakian
Claire Musserian  
Mildred Nahabedian  
Beatrice Ohannessian  
Shirley Onanian  
George M. packard  
hazel papazian  
harry and hripsime parsekian  
harold and Gladys partamian  
Jake and Audrey pilibosian  
Linda Sahagian  
Ed and Lucy Sahagian  
Marien Samuelian and Family  
Robert Sanasarian  
irene C. Sarkisian  
Michael and Sonya Shooshan  
Katherine  Siranosian  
St. James Women’s Guild  
St. James Church Bingo  
Marguerite E. Thompson  
Carol and Raffi Yeghiayan 

Total: $2,400  

NEVART GHAZARiAN  
May 17, 2012

Kevork and Krikor Apanian and 
Family
Jan O. Eskici
Raffi and Esther Ghazarian
Mr. and Mrs. Nerses and Araxi 
Ghazarian and Family
Satenig Guler
Susanna hartenyan
Berc yildirim yildirim y

Total: $430

MiGRAN DEiRMENDJiAN
May 26, 2012

Kenar Aboyan
yaster Alabachianyaster Alabachiany
Sarkis and Silva Antreassian
Robert and Carne Avakian
Armen Bogossian
Avik deirmenjian
Anni Keikian
Ervant and Anahit Kibarian
hovaness and Nvart Kibarian
Eileen and Jim Laurea
Flora Matossian  
Mr. and Mrs. Barkev Matossian 
and Family
Michael and Seranoush Mujukian
Nver Orchanian
haigouhe Orchanian 

Total: $595

JOSEPH ESSEGiAN 
May 29, 2012

Sally Essegian
Jay and Susan Anderson
harold and Shirley Essegian  
dorothy and harry hamparian 
and Family  
John Arzigian  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Avedisian  
Charles C. Mondavi and Sons  
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald demerjian  
dino and Nita diVito  
Nino and Briena diVito  
Winifred doherty  
Margaret donabedian and George 
Boyajian
Kathleen and George duffy  
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gelinas  
Lucus and Allison Malemezian  
Leon and Roxie Mesropian  
helen B. Ohanian  
Elizabeth A. Ohanian  
Mr. and Mrs. Guido parisi  
Bob Raphalian  
Mr. and Mrs. Fabio Rozzi  
Joseph  Sarkisian  
Richard, Ann, and Talene Tarvezian
June Tavian
Rose and Nish Tikijian   

Total: $1,595

MARGARET MALEMEZiAN 
May 30, 2012

Carol and Ron Beattie  
Michael, Erin, Sebastian Beattie  
Kristina, Nick and Anna Cardello  
harry and Azniv Amiralian  
Rose Aslanian  
Sandy and Armand Cardello  
Kenneth and Karen demerjian  
Marilyn dodd  
Sally Essegian, Jay Essegian and 
Susan Anderson
Kay Goshgarian  
Charles and Joyce Guleserian  
Mary hagopian  
dorothy, harry, Joanne hamparian  
Leon W. Kachadorian  
Alice Kaljian  
Lucas and Allison Malemezian  
Mr. and Mrs. Edward patapanian  
Mary Sarkisian  
Joseph and Catherine Sarkisian  
Mary Tatosian  
david yerganian  yerganian  y
Richard, donna, Nicole and 
Scott yerganian yerganian y
Sesag yerganian yerganian y

Total: $1,390

HAMEST ADAMiAN 
May 31, 2012

Levon and Emma Balian  
Annie Balikian  
Ms. Marion Barsam  
hagop and Stella Bekarian
Linda B. Berard  
Mary Guleserian Bergoudian  
Charlene and James Callahan  
Filyani dilan  
Shakea Gabriel  
Crosby Goshgarian  
Edward and Nancy Guleserian  
Ann (diana) hamlin  
Ruth harutunian  
Leon Kachadorian  
John, Elizabeth and 
Adrienne Kefeyan  
paul and Ann Korian  
hermine Kotchounian  
Bill and Silva MacMillan and 
Mrs. perkia Kalandjian
Arpie Maksoudian-highgas  
Alice K. Mellian and 
Rose Z. Karbian
Shirley Onanian  
Agavni Ozcan  
harry and hripsime parsekian  
Ann Simon  
Rosalie and haig Tekeyan  
Maryann Tutunjian

Total: $890 

SERGEY GUKASOV  
June 11, 2012

Anonymous
Suzanna Soukiasian and Family

Total: $295

HRiPSiME TERZiAN 
June 27, 2012

Anonymous
Avik deirmenjian

Total: $100

GENRiKH AMiRBEKYAN 
July 2, 2012

The Amirbekyan Family

Total: $500

ANN KAPRiELiAN 
July 3, 2012

Alan Kaprielian  
Kenneth Kaprielian  
Gregory and deborah Adamian  
diana Adamian  
Alice and Susan Atamian  
dr. and Mrs. Jacob and Ruby 
Baboian  
Susan damplo  
Edward and Nancy Guleserian  
Margaret Janikian  
Rose Kasarjian  
dr. parnag and Nancy Kasarjian  
Jacques and Lucine Kouchakdjian  
Ara and Lisa Kouchakdjian and 
Family  
Marguerite Maserian  
Alice K. Mellian and Rose Z. 
Karibian
diana K. Topjian  

Total: $800

EGiYA KiBARiAN 
July 14, 2012

hovanes and Nvart Kibarian and 
Family
Knarig Aboyan
Carlos Akmakdjian
Anonymous
Nishan and Margrit Atinizian
paul Khalarian
Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis Minassian
hagop and Sossy Nercessian
Mr. and Mrs. Avetis Oundjian
david and diane Talamas
The Tebelekian Family
Sonia Zorian

Total: $755

MANOOG SOLOMON YOUNG 
July 10, 2012

Barbara youngyoungy
Armen S, Kelley, Christopher and 
Lauren youngyoungy
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Adrina S., Richard, Jake and Mariah Gobbi
Aram K. Johnson
Gerald Ajemian
Adrenna and Richard Antreasian  
Carol and Jirair Babikyan  
Carol and Ronald Beattie  
George Chakoian  
Areka, Edward and Gregory der Kazarian
Alan and isabelle der Kazarian  
Lillian K. Etmekjian  
Crosby Goshgarian  
Edward and Nancy Guleserian  
Mary F. hagopian  
Arpi hovagimian  
Nerses Joubanian and Roxanne Etmekjian
Janet Katimy  
Jean E. Martinian  
Gladys and Anna Medzorian  
Alice K. Mellian and Rose Z. Karibian
Edward and Julie Mesrobian  
Robert Mirak  
Jack and Audrey pilibosian  
Robert Sanasarian  
irene Sarkisian
Leon Semonian  
Roger and Martha Smith 
Richard, Ann and Talene Tarvezian 
Lydia Tateosian  
Mrs. dorothy S, Toland  
Mary Ann Tutunjian  
Beatrice Veranian
Mr. and Mrs. Tim and Sarah yoon  yoon  y

Total: $1,360

MARY DER BOGHOSiAN
July 30, 2012

The Marsoubian Family 
Louise Najarian
Anonymous  
Emmanuel Baghdayan  
Marlene Banyas  
don and Sunny Boghosian  
John and Rosmarie Bogosian  
Jackie and Stephen Chapski  
Annette derminassian  
Robert and Marlene Gebeyan  
Maria Gougian  
Rose Ann Goulas  
Angela parigian hampson  
Marcel and Annie Karian  
Mr.and Mrs.Steven and Linda Kechejian  
Mary Keshishian  
Jean Macdonald  
Krikor and Sonia Marsoubian  
Berj and Virginia Najarian  
Shirley Onanian  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark  Sagherian  
Rhoda Spigel  
Gilberte and Marie Thomassian Jeannine 
Tomaselli
Sandra, Ann and Leo Topjian  
Marie and Mathew Torigian  
The Trout Family  

                                                        Total: $1,010 

ADDiTiONAL iN LiEU DONATiONS

MARY KOSTiKiAN 
April 13, 2011

Rosina hagopian

New Total: $5,650

BARRY KOLGiAN 
November 4, 2011

Arthur A. Maranian, Sr 

New Total: $6,005

ABGAR KOSTiKiAN 
December 3, 2011

Armen and Sossi derian

New Total: $6,790

ANGELE (Avedikian) BOGHOSSiAN 
December 21, 2011

hrand and Lucy Sakenian

New Total: $1,630

MARY (Kashian) BREWSTER 
January 17, 2012

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Antreasian and Family
Lisa Surmeian

New Total: $3,295

The St. James perpetual Memorial is located in the foyer of 
the Church on both sides of the entrance to the sanctuary. 
The archway and modules of the Memorial plaques were 
installed in 1991. The archway depicts symbols of the 
Armenian Church, with the name of our church, St. James 
Armenian Apostolic Church, at the top of the door. Three 
sets of wooden modules that hold the Memorial plaques 
are on either side of the door. They are made of red oak 
and enhance and complement the interior of the church 
sanctuary. 

Each Memorial plaque is 2” x 10”in size. Each plaque bears 
the name of the departed loved one being memorialized in 
both Armenian and English, and also bears an inscription 
of years of birth and passing. plaques are installed on the 
perpetual Memorial at the requested area. Only one person 
may be remembered on each plaque. 

The contribution for each Memorial plaque is $1,000. The 
majority of this donation is placed in the St. James permanent 
Fund, where it will generate continuing income for our 

parish. Families or individuals wanting to reserve Memorial 
plaques in advance may do so, and may also select the area 
of the perpetual Memorial on which their plaque(s) will be 
placed, by making full payment in advance. 

The perpetual Memorial is a way to honor our departed 
loved ones and to remember them as we enter our church 
sanctuary to worship. For more information, please 
contact haig deranian the Memorial plaque Chairman at 
(617) 489-9465 or the church office at (617) 923-8860.

A pERpETuAL MEMORiAL 
     for remembrance of our loved ones



WORSHiP HOURS
Sunday Morning Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Պաշտամունքի Ժամերը
Կիրակի Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն - 8։30
Կիրակի Սուրբ Պատարագ - 10։00

CHURCH OffiCE 
hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday to Friday 
Office closed Saturday and Sunday
phone: (617) 923-8860; Fax: (617) 926-5503 
E-mail: info@sthagop.com
www.sthagop.com

PASTOR
Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian
Rectory: 6 Langdon Ave., Watertown, MA 02472
E-mail: derarakel@sthagop.com
h: (617) 923-8990

ASSOC. PASTOR EMERiTUS
Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian
53 hill Road, Apt. 302, Belmont, MA 02478
h: (617) 484-2614

PARiSH COUNCiL
Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian, president
Gail Boroyan, Chair
Tom Gengozian, Vice Chair
Carol Babikyan, Secretary
Bob Bejoian, Treasurer
Linda Sahagian, Ass’t Secretary
Ed Kazanjian, Ass’t Treasurer
Sharon Bazarian
Aracse Kurkjian
James Najarian
Garo yavshayanyavshayany
Toros yeterianyeteriany

DiOCESAN DELEGATES
Edward Brewster
Karen dederyan
haig deranian
Nishan Goudsouzian
Charles Guleserian
Jacob pilibosian
Michael yapchaianyapchaiany

OffiCE ADMiNiSTRATiVE STAff
Annie Kalaydjian, Administrative Assistant
Joanna doherty, Bookkeeper

fACiLiTiES MANAGER (EXT. 18)
Michael V. Mamishian
Email: mvmamishian@sthagop.com

YOUTH MiNiSTER (EXT. 19)
Maria derderian
Email: mderderian@sthagop.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL (EXT. 19)
Marsha Alabachian, Superintendent

CHiLD CARE CENTER (EXT. 22)

ST. SAHAG AND ST. MESROB
ARMENiAN SATURDAY SCHOOL (EXT. 21)
James Najarian,
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Marina Minasian, Superintendent

LOOYS EDiTORiAL BOARD
Fr. Arakel Aljalian, Fr. Arsen Barsamian,
St. James Office Staff, Yn. Natasha Aljalian, and 
Alex Kalaydjian

PASTORAL CARE: HOME AND HOSPiTAL 
CLERGY ViSiTS
The clergy are always available and would like to 
visit homebound and hospitalized parishioners. 
if you or someone you know is ill or hospitalized 
and would like to be visited, please call the church 
office at (617) 923-8860. Please note: when asked 
about your religion at a hospital, patients  should 
list themselves as “Armenian Orthodox” or 
“Armenian” not “other.”

REQUiEM SERViCE/HOKEHANKiSD
Arrangements for Requiem Service, Altar Flowers 
and Candles should be made through the church 
office by Thursday at noon. In accordance with the 
canons of the Armenian Church, Requiem Services 
may not be performed on the five major feast days: 
Armenian Christmas, Easter, The Feast of the 
Transfiguration, The Feast of the Assumption of 
the Mother of God, and The Feast of the Exaltation 
of the holy Cross.

BAPTiSMS AND CHRiSMATiONS
All baptisms must be scheduled at least two months 
in advance by calling the church office. According 
to the Armenian Church canons, a Baptism may 
only be performed once in a person’s lifetime, 
provided such Baptism has been performed in 
a Christian Church and in the name of the holy 
Trinity. 

At least one of the godparents must be a member of 
the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church.

WEDDiNGS
Parishioners should contact the church office at 
least eight months in advance. A couple must 
contact St. James to confirm the availability of the 
pastor and sanctuary prior to making any other 
arrangements. 

All weddings must follow the Canons of the 
Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church and the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. in 
accordance with diocesan discipline mandated by 
the primate, all Sacraments must be performed in 
the church sanctuary. 

The couple must meet with the pastor at least 
once for pre-marital preparation and counseling. 
Weddings cannot be performed during Great Lent 
or Holy Week, or on the five major feast days: 
Armenian Christmas, holy Easter, The Feast of the 
Transfiguration, The Feast of the Assumption of 
the Mother of God, and The Feast of the Exaltation 
of the holy Cross.

fUNERALS
Families should make arrangements with the 
funeral director of their choice, who will contact 
the church office to arrange the funeral service. 
Generally, St. James coordinates funerals with 
Bedrosian Funeral home and Giragosian Funeral 
home; both are located in Watertown and are 
familiar with our Church traditions. 

Funerals may not be performed on religious 
holidays, major feast days, Saturdays after 3:00 
p.m., or on Sundays.

pArisH AdMinistrAtive direCtory
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