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Parish Administrative Directory

Mission Statement

The mission of St. James Armenian Church is to glorify Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, to proclaim His Gospel
of salvation, to maintain and promote the Apostolic Christian faith of the Armenian Church; to sustain and strength-
en the unified Christian and Armenian identity in the faithful; to lead and guide parishioners to live in accord with
the Christian faith; to provide spiritual, ethical and pastoral counsel and guidance; to provide fellowship; to assist
parishioners whenever they may be in need; to take an active role within the community in accord with Christian
teachings.
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WORSHIP HOURS a0.6SL.UNhuLP ¢ULUGML

Sunday morning service 8:00 a.m. Uppwlyh wnwiombwG dwitipgmphil dwup 8:00-nhG
Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  Yppwyh Umpp Nwwnwpuig dwdp 10:00-pG
Wednesday prayer service 10:00 a.m. 2nplipowpeh Ui opwdnnny dwdp 10:00-hG
Saturday Vespers service  5:00 p.m.  Uppwlwdwhg dwikpgmemi (Cwpwpe opkn) dwup 5:00-hG

Church Office: (617) 923-8860
Fax: (617) 926-5503 E-mail: info@sthagop.com
www.sthagop.com

Office Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Office closed Saturday and Sunday

PASTOR ASSOC. PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian
Rectory: 6 Langdon Ave., Watertown, MA 02472 53 Hill Road, Apt. 302, Belmont, MA 02478
Email: derarakel@sthagop.com H: (617) 484-2614
H: (617) 923-8990

PARISH COUNCIL DIOCESAN DELEGATES OFFICE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Paul Korian, Chairman Edward Brewster Annie Kalaydjian, Administrative Assistant
John Hovsepian, Vice Chairman Karen Dederyan Karen Hovsepian, Bookkeeper
Stefanie Madanian, Secretary Nishan Goudsouzian Tina Kurkjian, Receptionist
Linda Sahagian, Asst. Sec'y. Charles Guleserian
John Musserian, Treasurer Jacob Pilibosian FACILITIES MANAGER (Ext. 18)
Ed Kazanjian, Asst. Treasurer Michael Yapchaian Manouk Keushgerian
Nishan Atinizian Raffi Yeghiayan

YOUTH DIRECTOR (Ext. 19)

K. Vasken Babigian
Sharon Bazarian
Jeniffer Carson
Ben Saraydarian

LOQYS EDITORIAL BOARD

Fr. Arakel Aljalian, Fr. Arsen Barsamian,

St. James Office Staff, Yn. Natasha Aljalian,
Alex Kalaydjian (Armenian Section)

Brenda Khederian

SUNDAY SCHOOL (Ext. 19)
Marsha Alabachian, Superintendent

ST. SAHAG AND ST. MESROB

ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL (Ext. 21)

Lalig Musserian, Chairman, Board of Trustees
Mayda Yetimian, Superintendent
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Pastor's Message

“Where Was God?”

God is our refuge and strength . . . Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, though
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, thought the mountains

tremble with its tumult. There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation

of the Most High. God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved. . . The Lord of hosts is with us. . .
Come, behold the works of the Lord. “Be still, and know that | am God!” Psalm 46.

“Where was God?” “How could He have let this hap-
pen?” “Was God to blame?” “If God is all-powerful,
why didn’t He stop it?” We've heard these questions
repeated in the news media throughout the past month
in response to the tsunami which devastated millions in
Asia and Africa. We have seen people doubt God, and
even dare to blame Him, for this tragedy. It is a shame,
for those who doubt and blame God do not truly under-
stand the depth of His love for us.

Often, a great deal of suffering is endured by inno-
cent people. We ask, why should they bear this kind of
affliction? Why do people we love suffer? We will likely
never find a sufficient explanation as to why innocents
suffer. It is true that suffering is a type of mystery. Itis
our inability to understand “why” that often leads us to
despair, doubt and loss of hope. Yet, suffering, while
painful, often strengthens and educates us. We must
surrender our suffering into the hands of God, who is
healing and merciful and the Giver of peace and joy.

We do not know why the tsunami happened. What
we do know is that God did not cause it. God never
promises us that our lives will be perfect and that we
will be protected from all harms. God does give us the
promise of a better life, on earth and in heaven. God
gives us a way to live our lives on this earth in prepa-
ration for the better life that awaits us.

Christ freely and lovingly united Himself with us on
the cross, not only to redeem us from our sins, but to
suffer with us, and for us. Our God is not vengeful. He
is a God of justice, of righteousness, and of mercy. God
allows suffering but He does not cause it. God is
always present and participates in our anguish, our
pain, and our loss. Through Christ, He suffers with us

1

and shares our sorrows. Yet, it is because of the knowl-
edge of our loving and merciful God that we can
“rejoice in our sufferings” (Romans 5:3-5), always with
the promise of eternal glory and life through Christ.

We hear repeatedly of the unfortunate timing of this
tragedy, which happened as Christians throughout the
world celebrated Christmas. Let us pause, however,
and ponder the timing. At Christmas, we celebrate the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Emmanuel, which means
“God is with us” Is it possible that some good, how-
ever unimaginable, has come of this tragedy? We have
seen the overwhelming global response to the victims.
For the first time, it seems, in quite some time, the
entire world has united in a common cause and has
come together in outpourings of compassion and love.
We must remember that God is indeed with us.

Instead of asking, “Why didn’t God stop this?” we
must ask: What can | do to help? What is my responsi-
bility as a Christian? Christ's Great Commandment to us
is to “Love One Another.” Certainly, we must, in com-
passion “weep with those who weep.” (Romans 12:15).
Yet, we as Christians are also called to live our faith. We
are called to be like Christ: to be kind and compassion-
ate; to share our gifts and our blessings cheerfully and
lovingly and abundantly; to offer thanks to God for His
blessings and mercy on us.

The one thing we know as Christians is that God
loves us. He proved His unconditional love for us on the
Cross. God brings good out of bad, He brings light into
darkness. There will be a time when there is no tragedy,
no sickness, no suffering, no death; a time when there
will be true peace. In the meantime, let us remember
that “God is with us.” Fr. Arakel Aljalian, Pastor
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Parish Council Chairman’s Message

New Opportunities

s we begin the new year, we are focused on continuing and implementing
our work of the past year and a half in planning for the future of our parish
and the celebration of our 75th Anniversary. As we prepare to implement
the goals we identify and establish, we must realize that stewardship must be a priority
in our daily Christian living. This is our challenge and deserves real focus at this
moment in the history of our parish. Further, this is necessary if our strategic
planning is to become a reality.

This challenge seems especially necessary and fitting in order for us to preserve
the gifts that have been given to us from all who have come before us. Christian
stewardship is our commitment to our parish and its importance in our lives. In the
end, stewardship is not merely about fundraising. Nor is stewardship about charity.

What, then, is stewardship? Stewardship is about taking care of the church.
As we are members of the family of our church, it is our duty and honor to care for
that family. We must acknowledge that everything in life is a gift from God: our family,
our health, our loved ones. In return for our blessings, we are expected to give of
ourselves — of our time, talent and treasure.

As a parish, we must promote an environment of teaching and forming parishioners
in a spirituality of stewardship. We need all parishioners to commit lovingly and
joyfully to our church, to share of the gifts and talents for the church, to return to the
church in thanksgiving to God their treasure, all in support of our parish and our future.

Let's remember the words of Christ: “Much will be required of the person
entrusted with much, and still move will be demanded of the person
entrusted with more” (Luke12:48).

When you are called upon to serve, please take care of the church and share with
St. James your time, talents and treasure.

Sincerely,
Paul Korian
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Honoring our Past...Celebrating our Present...

Planning our Future

Faith Building Activities for Youth and Children
Child Care During Church Services and Events
Youth Mentoring
Transportation for the Elderly Parishioners in our Parish
St. James Website
Technology, Infrastructure and Capital Needs
Financial Planning and Seminars
Fiscal Stability of St. James
Programs and Pilgrimages to Armenia

Parish Welcoming Committee

WHICH PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PART OF?

These are only a few of the many opportunities to serve our church.
Now is the time to offer your gifts, time and talents!
Be a part of the future of St. James — volunteer for these and other programs!
To volunteer, please call the church office or send an email to:

75thanniversary@sthagop.com.
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Abp. Khajag Barsamian addresses the Massachusetts Council of
Churches assembly. Pictured with him is Fr. Arakel Aljalian, and
our own Paul Korian, Laura Purutyan, and Elaine Westermark.

Armenian Church became the newest
member of the Massachusetts Council of
Churches on Wednesday, January 19, 2005, at
the Annual Assembly of the MCC held at
Christ Episcopal Church in Needham, MA.The
Armenian delegation included His Eminence
Abp. Khajag Barsamian, Primate, Fr. Arakel
Aljalian, Pastor and Member of the MCC
Board and official representative of the
Armenian Church, and other clergy and lay
members of Massachusetts parishes.

The newly anointed
and blessed cross
just before it is
installed on the roof
of our church.
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D0 YOU KHOW .o

Questions on Fasting

Why is it important for Christians to fast?
What is the religious significance of fasting?

In his A Catechism of Christian Instruction according
to the Doctrine of the Armenian Church, which is the
only “modern” Armenian catechism available in
English, Archbishop Khoren Narbey defines “absti-
nence” as:

refraining, during the days appointed by the Church,
from eating animal food. i.e., flesh, fish, eggs, or
food prepared from milk; abstaining from intoxicat-
ing liquors, such as wine, spirits, etc.

The same author provides the following answer to
the question “What is fasting?”

Not tasting water or food all day. We must on the
day of receiving the Holy Communion fast until we
have received that life-giving Body and Blood of our
LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST

In the above catechism, both abstinence and fasting
are covered under the general heading of “Confession
of Sins,” and follow the sub-section on penance.
Fasting and abstinence are ways of doing penance.
According to St. Krikor of Datev, “fasting is: grief and
penance,” because we repent and mourn for our sins.
Christians observe weekday fasts as days of abstention
in atonement for the sins of the first man and woman,
Wednesdays for Adam and Fridays for Eve. According
to the same author, the remaining fasts are all for the
atonement of our sins. As long as one fasts, he is doing
penance.

Fasting and abstention are similar to physical exer-
cise. The strain of movements on arms, legs and other
parts of the body do not discourage the athlete from
going on, and despite the pain, fatigue and stress he
may experience, he continues to exercise with the
expectation of improving his health. Abstinence from
food, pleasures and worldly ways may not be a pleas-
ant experience, but it is a constant and sure reminder to
the faithful Christian to bring himself or herself in line
with holiness.

6

Our Lord spoke about fasting as an accepted tradi-
tion for his followers. In his instructions to his disciples
he made no reference to abolish the ancient practice
known from the OldTestament. On the contrary, he told
his followers the manner in which they should observe
abstinence and fasting so that only God would know
about their actions. He also indicated to them that God
rewards the person who is fasting. This is evident in
Christ’s statement in Matthew 6:16-17:

And when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hyp-
ocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting
may be seen by men. Truly, | say to you, they have
received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your
head and wash your face, that your fasting may not
be seen by men but by your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Why do we fast for 40 days? What is the
theological significance of 40 days?

The forty-day fasting period that precedes Easter is
in memory of the Lord’s fasting in the desert, as
described in the Gospel according to Luke:1-4:

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit for forty days in the
wilderness, tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing
in those days; and when they were ended, he was
hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become bread.” And
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not
live by bread alone.””

The ancient “Apostolic Instructions,” which form the
first chapter of the Armenian Book of Canons, have the
following to say about Lent:

“Before the day of the passion of our Savior they
shall for forty days abstain from all wickedness, sins
and food, and then celebrate the day of the passion,
the pasech of the Lord and the day of the Savior’s
Resurrection . . . because our Lord Himself also, the
Lord of the annual feasts, fasted forty days and forty
nights; and likewise because of fasting Moses spoke
with God on Mount Sinai like a beloved friend, and
being greatly honored by the celestial King, he came
down to the people with an awe-inspiring counte-
nance, bearing the royal commandments and
canons. Likewise the zealous Elijah worked great
miracles and wonders because of his fasting for forty

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
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days, and then he ascended to heaven in a glorified
state. Also, because of the cleansing [effect] of fast-
ing the Three Children [Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed'nego] survived the death wrought by the king,
as the angel of God descended in their midst . . . and
they lived with their good reputation, becoming wor-
thy of Christ’'s kingdom.”

What are the traditions of the Armenian
Church with respect to fasting? Why don't we
simply "give something up" like others? Why
are we not to eat meat or animal products
during the forty days of Lent?

Meats, animal products, poultry and fish are consid-
ered to be rich foods that supply energy to the body.
Abstinence from such foods and a strict dietary regi-
men over a period of time discipline us to cease from
preoccupying ourselves with what pleases the palate or
the body, and instead turn our thoughts to matters that
concern our spiritual welfare.

Abstinence from animal products and fasting are the
minimum requirements. In addition to foods with rich
contents, one may choose to give up things that he/she
likes. For example, before the health hazards of smok-
ing were discovered and made public, many faithful
Armenians who were smokers used to give up smoking
during Lent.

There is a more severe way of fasting in the
Armenian tradition, which is called dzom, whereby the
faithful abstains from all kinds of food, and eats some-
thing light only once a day. Lent was originally
observed in such a manner: the faithful ate a piece of
bread dipped in salt. That is why the alternate name for
Lent in Armenian is Aghoohatsk, agh ['salt’] oo ['and’]
hatsk [‘breads’].

Are we to fast on Saturdays and Sundays
during Great Lent?

Yes. Unlike the Eastern Orthodox, during Lent the
Armenian Christians are required to abstain from meat,

animal products and rich foods made with oil on
Saturdays and Sundays.

Is Holy Week considered a part of Lent? Are
we to abstain from meat and animal products
during Holy Week as well?

The Holy Week is not a part of the forty-day cycle we
call Lent. Lent or Quadragesima ends on Saturday—
which is the commemoration of the Resurrection of
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Lazarus—preceding Palm Sunday. The faithful must
abstain from meat, animal products, poultry and fish
not only during the Lenten season, but also on Palm
Sunday and throughout the Holy Week, until Saturday
before Easter, when the Church allows the partaking of
milk products and eggs, but no meats and no fish. In
some of the parishes in our Diocese it has become cus-
tomary to serve meat dishes at banquets on Palm
Sunday. This is not right, since the official Calendar of
the Holy See states in black and white that Palm Sunday
is BAHK, a day of fasting. Palm Sunday is a feast from
a liturgical, NOT from a dietary, perspective.

What should we do religiously during Lent?
What are the benefits of Lent to us as
Christians?

Abstinence from food should serve only as the tip of
the iceberg. We must aim at abstaining from our sinful
ways through meditation, prayer, good works, charity,
forgiveness and so on. Unless we truly repent, all the
fasting and the abstinence from food will not be of any
use. Fasting and abstinence, unless accompanied by
true contrition and repentance, will be reduced to a for-
mality and not lead us anywhere. We must truly strive
to change.

One must note that in our tradition BAHK, besides its
dietary restrictions, also refers to abstinence from all
kinds of sinful ways: idle garrulousness, lust for luxu-
ries, arrogance, purposeless loitering, excessive per-
sonal grooming, acquisition of riches, possessions and
clothing other than what is necessary, curiosity for gos-
sip, desire for glory and position, anger, envy, vindic-
tiveness, avarice, adulation, excessive rest, excessive
sleep, excessive indulgence in pleasures, and so on.
The list above is taken from a homily of an early
medieval Armenian Church father, who suggests that
the faithful resign from the above, repent and turn to
prayer and good works.

FKM

If you have any questions related to the Armenian
Church, spirituality, or religion in general that you
would like answered in the “Do You Know...” section,
please email them to Fr. Arakel at:

derarakel @sthagop.com.

If you wish to ask your question anonymously,
please mail your question to St. James, Attn: Pastor.
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At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on December 19, 2004, Abp. Khajag Barsamian, Primate, consecrated the parish’s
beautiful new exterior Armenian Cross. Peter Babigian, Thomas Babigian, and K. Vasken Babigian, who donated the new
cross to St. James together with their wives Gloria, Linda, and Christina, were the Godfathers of the new cross during the
traditional Armenian service of blessing. Fr. Arakel Aljalian, Pastor of St. James, first cleansed the cross by wiping it with
water and then wine. Abp. Barsamian then consecrated the cross with Holy Oil (Muron). The day was an exciting,
historical, and emotional one for the parishioners of the church.

Godfathers of the Cross, from left to right, The new cross in its
Thomas Babigian, K. Vasken Babigian, and Peter Babigian. formative stages. The Primate anoints the new cross with Holy Muron.
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St. James Celebrates a Memorable Name Day

WATERTOWN, MA - The St. James Armenian Church parish fam-
ily celebrated a most wonderful day on December 19, 2004, the annu-
al parish name day. The day began with Divine Liturgy, which was
celebrated by His Eminence Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church. The sanctuary was filled to
the brim during Badarak with parishioners and the children of the
Sunday School. Abp. Barsamian addressed his sermon to the chil-
dren of the church. He engaged in conversation with the children,
emphasizing and sharing with them the true meaning of Christmas.

At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, Abp. Barsamian conse-
crated the parish’s beautiful new exterior Armenian Cross, which
now graces the roof of the church. Following the Divine Liturgy, St.
James parishioners and friends gathered for the Annual Name Day
Banquet as the parish celebrated its 73rd Anniversary. Jacob and
Audrey Pilibosian, Co-Chairs of this year’s celebration banquet,
together with their committee, prepared a beautiful banquet for all to
enjoy.

The Name Day banquet featured the wonderful talent of one of
the parish’s daughters, Talene Tarvezian, who sang the United States
and Armenian National Anthems accompanied by Anna Soukiassian.
Anna Soukiassian and Jeffrey Howard, who together serve as co-
Directors of the Komitas Music School, presented beautiful musical
selections for guests to enjoy. The parish also honored outgoing
Parish Council members Audrey Pilibosian and Grace Takvorian for
their years of service and dedication to St. James.

The highlight of the Name Day banquet was honoring the 2004 St.
James Parishioner of the Year, Harry G. Adamian, for his commitment,
devotion, and unwavering service to St. James. Wendy Adamian
Avedisian, Denise Adamian Oldham, and the former pastor of St.
James Fr. Dajad Davidian, reflected on Harry Adamian’s life in loving
service of his parish. A wonderful pictorial tribute to Harry Adamian
followed. Dr. Gregory H. Adamian offered moving remarks about his
brother and his commitment to his family, his Armenian heritage, and
the Armenian Church. All present gave Harry Adamian moving
applause in appreciation for his dedication and, likewise, shared their
appreciation with his wife Diana for her continued love, support and
encouragement.

Removal of the former cross.

Harry Adamian expressed his deep gratitude for the honor
bestowed upon him. He shared memories of his years at St. James
and what the church has meant to him and his family. Fr. Arakel
Aljalian said in his remarks to Harry Adamian, “You are a role model
for all generations to follow. You are a true example of Christian stew-
ardship and of what it means to serve God.” Abp. Barsamian,
Primate, closed the day’s event, congratulating Harry Adamian for his
service to St. James, congratulating St. James on its celebration of
its 73rd Anniversary, and commending St. James parishioners for the
vibrant and active life of the parish.
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St. James ACYOA once again hosted the popular Family Day Dinner on the Sunday before Thanksgiving for the
parish. The day, which has become a wonderful tradition in our parish, is enjoyed by all. The ACYOA, as always,
served the dinner with smiles on their faces and with love. Our gratitude to Brenda Khederian, Youth Director, and

to StanTagarelis and all those who once again prepared the meal.

Family Day was the culmination of the annual ACYOA and Sunday School Thanksgiving Food Drive. During the
Thanksgiving Day Dinner, all of the donated food was blessed by Fr. Arakel and was then delivered to local food
pantries for our neighbors in need. The proceeds of the Family Day dinner will once again benefit our sister parish

in Armenia.

Armenian Church
Youth Organization
of America

Founded 1946

THANKSGIVING
DINNER

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

FALI_ CALENDAR WINNERS 18. Alyssa Fallen 337 13. Gail Hagopian 97

19. Rose Mamishian 73 14. Alice K Mellian 47
0 CtOber 25. Michael Sao Pedro 305 20. Dr. Albert Kalustian 174 15. M/M Don Boghosian 90

26. Nicki Sao Pedro 303 21. 196 16. Herman & Laura Purutyan 317
1. Aram Gurekian 44 21. Harry DerMinasian 7 22. Tom Duplessis 279 17. Beth Richards 222
2. Nancy Madamian Reppucci 470 28. Tom Duplessis 282 23. Jeniffer Carson 8 18. Gary Sarkissian 139
3. Lucy Barsamian 469 29. Priscilla DerAnanian 345 24. Kornelia Pugliese 297 19. Haig Deranian 343
4. Brenda Soghamonian 291 30. Rose Ciampa 315 25. Karen Demerjian 108 20. Ben Saraydarian 83
5. Gail Hagopian 97 31. Adrina Kletjian 610 26. Jean Sarkissian 296 21. Ben Saraydarian 82
6. M/M Fardi Jaber 261 21. Garot Sarfie Ostayan 168 22. Ben Saraydarian 85
7. Laurie Bejoian 333 November 28. Natasha Aljalian 75 23. Adrina Kletjian 610
8. Arthur Kostikian 144 1. Raffi & Christine Yardemian 267  29. John Garabedian 165 24. Elaine D Patapanian 201
9. Vartkes Karaian 23 2. Raffi & Christine Yardemian 267  30. David Governo 326 25. David Governo 326
10. Lucy Jelladian 91 3. Anne Tarvezian 69 26. Jessica Kotany 79
11. Jason Garabedian 182 4. Kasper Pilibosian 254 December 217. Sonya Shooshan 102
12. Taline Saulnier 113 5. Julie Mesrobian 223 1. Diane Aspuru 74 28. Oldham Family 196
13. Melissa Grable 132 6. Leon Kachadorian 60 2. Linda Sahagian 10 29. Rose Z Karibian 98
14. June Carlon 67 7. Norma Shooshan 103 3. Adrenna Antreasian 349 30. Jessica Kotany 79
15. Andrew Reppucci 465 8. Rose Ciampa 315 4. Paula Duplessis 31. The Babayan Family 183
16. Arthur Kostikian 144 9. Natasha Aljalian 75 c/o Tom Duplessis 277
17. Leon Kachadorian 61 10. Naomi & Carl Zeytoonian 268 5. Lousie Hatabian 3
18. Marien Samuelian 169 11. Mark Gechijian 186 6. Michael M. Samuelian 158 WE THANK ALL OF OUR
19. Lousie Toromanian 214 12. Natasha Aljalian 75 7. Gloria Babigian 11 SUPPORTERS AND WISH YOU ALL
20. Kasper Pilibosian 254 13. Melissa Grable 132 8. Monique Measures 140 THE BEST OF LUCK IN 2005!!
21. June Carlon 67 14. Leon Kachadorian 60 9. Seana Duplessis 275 2005 Calendars are still available
22. David Goldman 323 15. Jeff Pilibosian 18 10. Brenda Soghomonian 291 in the St. James Youth Office
23. Adrina Kletjian 610 16. Denise Sao Pedro 302 11. Mr Eordekian 341 or by calling (617) 923-8860 ext. 19.
24. Shirley Onanian 197 17. Nadia Milazzo 137 12. Mari Kostikian 162
10
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St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Saturday School

Annual Banquet: The Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian
School hosted a successful Annual Fundraising Banquet on
November 7, 2004. With nearly three quarters of a century of commit-
ment to educating the youth of our Church in our rich culture, unique
language and proud history, this year's banquet was especially
momentous because of the recognition of one of our teachers, Mrs.
Nazely Sanentz, for her 50 years of teaching excellence.

Dr. Sarkis Soukiasian, Chairman of the Armenian School Board of
Directors and Mayda Yetimian, Superintendent of the Armenian
School, introduced Mrs. Sanentz and thanked her for her long time
commitment to teaching our youth. The strong and long-term impact
she has had on her students was reflected by the attendance of
numerous alumni. Dr. Soukiasian and Ms. Yetimian had the privilege
of presenting to Mrs. Sanentz a congratulatory letter and plaque from
His Eminence Abp. Khajag Barsamian, Primate. Dr. Sona Tacvorian
next presented a beautiful Plaque Clock to Mrs. Sanentz and Deanna
Soukiasian presented a beautiful bouquet on behalf of the students
and teachers of the Armenian School.

The guests enjoyed poem recitations, songs, and musical and
dance performances by the students. An additional treat was the
beautiful art exhibit by Armenian School art teacher, Sossy
Nercessian. Dr. Soukiasian concluded by thanking and acknowledg-
ing the over 220 guests and supporters for their generous time, efforts
and financial support.

Cultural Month:
The students of the Sts.
Sahag and Mesrob
Armenian School had
an especially busy
month during October,
the month in which
learning about our rich Armenian culture is at the forefront of their
education. In addition to their weekly curriculum of reading, writing,
history, art and music, the students participated in learning poems,

MESROB MASHDOTZ

Mr. and Mrs. Sanentz

reading stories of notable Armenian heroes and learning new
Armenian songs. This culminated on October 30th with a cultural
program offered by the students for their parents, grandparents and
friends. Rev. Avedis Boynerian, from the Armenian Memorial
Congregational Church, spoke to the students, offering encourage-
ment and stressing that learning the Armenian language is an espe-
cially important way in which to continue our legacy.

A wonderful program was presented by our students, including
poetic recitations and the singing of lovely Armenian songs, with
Maestro Arthur Veranian accompanying them on the piano. The
preschool class stole the show with their loud and passionate rendi-
tion of the song, “Aip, pen, kim,” and made us all proud that they were
well on the journey of learning the Armenian alphabet and obviously
loving every minute of it! A bountiful and festive luncheon, sponsored
by the school’s PTO, followed.

INSTITUTE

The Fall 2004 classes of the Mesrob Mashdotz
Institute ended on December 6, 2004 with a Christmas
social held after classes.

In addition to learning our Armenian language, our
students truly enjoy being in class with one another on
Monday or Wednesday nights, and have formed a group
that genuinely values one other’s friendship.

The Winter semester is scheduled to begin on
Monday, January 10, 2005.

Interested persons please e-mail Annie Chekijian at
anniechekijian@msn.com or call me at (617) 489-5984.

It's never too late to learn!

Annie Chekijian, Administrator
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ST. JAMES HYE CAFE

Future Dates:

(First Friday of Every Month)
March 4, 2005 (Lenten Meal)
April 1, 2005
May 6, 2005
June 3, 2005

Dinner Served from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Keljik Hall

Join us for fun, friendship, fellowship,
and delicious Armenian food!
Reservations accepted for parties of six or more by
calling(617) 923-8860.

JOin us.’Hye Café is a wonderful

blend of parishioners working together
for the good of our church and to provide
a monthly evening of fellowship, fun, and
delicious Armenian food for our parish
family and friends.

We welcome volunteers and

everyone who would like to help

the church and join in the fun.

To volunteer, please call Linda Sahagian
at (617) 407-6600 or

. ~ | email hyecafe@sthagop.com.

12
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New Vision

Coming Events

Saturday February 27, 2005:
New Vision and friends visit
to Armenian Nursing Home

Sunday April 17, 2005:
Martyrs’ Day Commemoration
and Reception

New Vision will once again coordinate the

reception which will follow the commemoration.

ST. JAMES AVAKS PROGRAM!

St. James began its long-awaited Avaks program
for our senior parishioners.
Drop-in hours are on

Thursday afternoons from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in Mirak Hall.

Coffee and light refreshments will be provided.
Bring your own lunch.
This is a wonderful opportunity for our parishioners to
come together in friendship and fellowship.
For more information, please call the church office.
(617) 923-8860

ANNOUNCEMENT
MID-LENTEN KOOFTA

The St. James Women’s Guild will
prepare a limited amount of mid-Lenten
koofta for this Lenten season.

The koofta will be sold in 1/2 dozen
containers at $12 per dozen.

Orders (maximum two dozen) may be placed
by calling Ruth Harutunian at (617) 923-1558,
by February 18, 2005. Experience this
wonderful Lenten delicacy!

' N il .
1 A" (
§ e o’ ) _/’
T
A MEL GIBSOMN FILM
PR W RAITE s THE P S OO iR T S

PO ADVASCID TRCLET LALTE & OROUTL 1877 TI7-88T
i wem THa Faiaman Fiorm oom

New Vision invites you to
the Second Movie Night

The Passion Revisited

Featuring

PASSION

OF THE CHRIST

Friday, March 18, 2005
7:00 p.m.

Movie will begin
promptly at 7:30 p.m.

As Lent draws to a close
and we prepare for Holy Week,
join us to view this powerful
and moving film.
A discussion of the movie will follow.

Free admission.
All are welcome* and invited to attend.

St. James Keljik Hall
465 Mt. Auburn Street
Watertown, MA 02472

*Please note: this film is rated R and
contains sensitive and emotional
subject matter.
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Questions of the Day

Stem cell Research and Cloning

When does life begin?

God is the Source of Life. Life is a gift, given by our
God of love. As we recite in the Nicene Creed, or
Havadamk, “We believe in one God, maker of heaven
and earth, of things visible and invisible” God specifi-
cally chooses to whom to grant life, and
ultimately grants those with life the ability
to take part in the eternal Kingdom with
the Risen Christ. God creates man in His
image and likeness. Simply put, life is
sacred from the moment of conception.
We must cherish, preserve, and protect it.

As is commonly said, an embryo is not
a potential life. It is a life with potential. It
is a life which begins with the embryo and
extends beyond our physical death into
eternal life with our Lord. Orthodox
Christianity believes that personhood
begins at the moment of conception. Life
is given by God and is not determined by physiological
development, societal norms, or medical research. It is
written in the Psalm 99[100]:3 “Know that the Lord is
God! It is He who made us, and not we ourselves” We
read likewise in the book of Jeremiah, “Before | formed
you, | knew you...”

Human life is becoming devoid of value and mean-
ing. We must remember that “from conception human
life is a sacred gift, one called at every stage of its exis-
tence to grow toward eternal participation in the life
of God”

This new section of the Looys is in response to
requests and a desire from parishioners to learn
the teachings of the Armenian Church on current
and ethical issues. If there is a topic you would like
to learn the Church’s view on, please send your
questions to derarakel @sthagop.com or send
them to the church office.

God

is the
Source of Life.
Life is a gift,
given by our

God of

love.
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How should we feel about Embryonic
Stem Cell Research?

It should be noted that the Armenian Church has not
taken a specific position on issues like stem cell
research, cloning, and the like. Given the similarity of
our faiths, however, the Armenian Church’s position
would likely comport with that of the
Roman Catholic and the Eastern
Orthodox Churches. Given the modern
nature of these questions, there are no
writings by our Church Fathers or coun-
cils which specifically address these
issues and such other scientific practices.

There are no doubt countless biomed-
ical advancements which benefit humans.
The church does not oppose therapeutic
advancements in research and medicine.
Certain uses of adult stem cells, for exam-
ple, may be acceptable as they do not
involve the manipulation of embryos or
the taking of life. One must draw the line, however,
when such research is at the expense of human life.

Some argue: “The embryos will be destroyed any-
way. Why not put them to good use?” This, however, is
a direct example of the complete devaluation of human
life. Some say: “Embryonic stem cell research will save
lives.” Yet, embryonic stem cell research has not saved
any lives nor demonstrated any therapeutic benefit.
Researchers agree it will be many years before treat-
ments resulting from embryonic stem cell research
become even a possibility, much less a reality.
Conversely, the benefits of research using adult stem
cells and stem cells from umbilical cords, neither of
which involve the taking of innocent human life, have
helped thousands upon thousands of patients.

As Orthodox Christianity believes that life begins at
the moment of conception, extracting cells from
embryos, which results in the willful taking of an inno-
cent human life, is considered morally and ethically
wrong. The manipulation of human embryos is viewed
as immoral and a violation of human life. Creating and

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
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using embryos simply as a means to an end reduces
human life to an instrument of research. Once we begin
down the road of destroying millions of embryos in an
attempt to produce or improve life, we are living in a
utilitarian way, a life in which the ends justify the
means.

What is our view as Christians on
human cloning? Isn't it true that if God
did not want humans to do certain
things, He would not have given them
the intelligence or ability to do them?

Cloning has been in the spotlight in recent years. It
is obvious that our early Church Fathers could not
address the issue of cloning as they likely could not
even have imagined such a thing. Our faith however,

which is based on the Holy Scriptures, guides us and
instructs us that human cloning is unacceptable.

Simply because we have the knowledge and ability
to do something does not automatically mean that we
are to do them. At some point, we must realize that we
cannot play God, for He is the Creator of Life.

Of additional concern is: What happens to the soul
of a cloned individual? God grants a soul to each
human life He creates. That soul becomes the person’s
existence, both on this earth and for eternity. Cloned
individuals may become identical genetically or physi-
cally, yet what happens to the soul? Since the cloned
being does not have a God-given soul, would this clone
even be recognizable to God?

Any manipulation or tampering with human
embryos isimmoral. As it has been said, “once we start
down the road to creating life, there is no bright line
that separates the permissible from the unthinkable.”

First Gathering of Hearts of Hope

Bereavement Ministry

Next Hearts of Hope gathering:
Saturday, March 19, 2005 at 9:30 am.
All are welcome.

On Saturday, November 13, 2004, St. James held its initial

meeting of the Herats of Hope Bereavement Ministry. As
the first snowfall of the year fell upon us, parishioners
gathered in the Armene and Veronica Tarvezian Hall

together with Brother Andre Mathieu, C.P.

Brother Andre began the morning with reflection and

Tsunami Relief Efforts
Thank You!

Our sincere thanks to all of our St. James
parishioners for your outpouring of love and

mediation, bringing the parishioners present together in a common spirit. During
the discussion of grief and loss, Brother Andre compassionately emphasized that
death is a normal part of life and to be human is to grieve. Brother Andre explained
that grieving is not only a normal and natural process, but it is a very personal one
which is unique to each individual. Brother Andre reassured those gathered that
there is no time-table for grief as it takes time to express our pain, accept our loss,

compassion in our recent efforts for the Tsunami
Relief Efforts.

Our parish has come together to raise $2,800,
which will go directly to the relief efforts. May
God bless you and reward you for your kindness
and generosity.

Those wishing to make donations may still
forward contributions to St. James or may make
secure, online contributions at www.far.org.

and to adjust to our new life.

Brother Andre and parishioners discussed the importance of sharing our mem-
ories and stories of our loved ones. Most important is our relationship with God,
who is with us in our grief and strengthens us with His compassion and love. Those
gathered then discussed the Scripture passage after which our bereavement min-
istry is named (1 Thess. 4:13-14), when St. Paul says, “Our friends, we want you to
know the truth about those who have died, so that you will not grieve, as are those
who have no hope. Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep.” Brother Andre
encouraged those present to choose to survive, to feel and experience emotions,
to share our experiences, and to stay connected to God and others. The morning
concluded with parishioners enjoying refreshments while continuing private dis-
cussions with one another and conversations with Brother Andre.

Future gatherings of the Hearts of Hope ministry are being planned for early
2005. If you have a specific need or topic you would like us to spend time on,
please call Yn. Natasha at (617) 923-8860, or email her at aljalian@comcast.net.

. 4 i 8

St. James was happy to welcome former Pastor Fr. Arten
Ashijian (pictured here with acolytes Patrick Hovsepian and
Brian Cristello), and Yn. Mary Ashjian to St. James. Der Arten
celebrated Divine Liturgy on Sunday, December 12, 2004.
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ian, IJ:astor, and Mrs. Marsha Alabachian
&, with Mrs. Irene Sarkisian (f_dr nghtﬁ’

Honoring Mrs. Irene Sarkisian

Following church services on Sunday, November 28, 2004,
family and friends, students and staff, gathered in Keljik Hall to
celebrate and thank Mrs. Irene Sarkisian for her 37 years of lov-
ing and faithful service teaching the children of our parish. Mrs.
Marsha Alabachian, Sunday School Superintendent, spoke of
how the name and the lady, “Mrs. Sarkisian,” had become syn-
onymous with St. James Sunday School. Ms. Sarkisian, in her
dedicated and fruitful journey has touched so many lives, and has
even come to teach children of her former students. In the 37
years, Irene never wavered or waned in the teaching of our
children.

All who know Mrs. Sarkisian know of her faith, spirituality, dig-
nity and commitment. Prayer, the Badarak, and church etiquette
were always of the utmost importance to her. Fr. Arakel thanked
Irene for her devotion and commended her for teaching our chil-
dren about the Armenian Church and faith and leading our chil-
dren to God. On behalf of the Sunday School, Mrs. Marsha pre-
sented Mrs. Sarkisian with a beautiful afghan and a book filled
with bible quotations and notes from the students of the Sunday
School. O

- " - - - =
Harry and Irene Sarkisian, together with their children and grandchil-
dren, at the special fellowship honoring Mrs. Sarkisian for her years of
loving service to St. James.
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A Hauntingly Good Time

The children of St. James parish came together on
Sunday, October 31, 2005, for a good time. Keljik Hall was
the place to be for the Annual St. James Halloween party.
Immediately following Divine Liturgy, the traditional
Halloween luncheon of grilled cheese sandwiches and a
fabulous homemade chicken noodle soup was served.

The afternoon’s festivities began with the costume
parade led by Grand Marshall, Mrs. Adrenna Antreasian.
Princesses and puppies, firemen and policemen, pirates
and pumpkins, and so many others rounded the hall with

J

I want to thank K
Superintendent Marsha Alabachian,
the Sunday School Staff, parents and students,
Der Arakel and Der Arsen,
Jor the beautiful reception to recognize my years
of service to the St. James Sunday School.
Teaching has been an
important part of my life.
It was wonderful to be surrounded by so
many former students and friends.
Praying for God’s blessings and love to all.

Y

Irene Sarkisian

s
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giggles and laughter converging upon the stage for a
memorable group photo.

A new feature at this year’s party was the “Decorated
Pumpkin Contest.” Contestants were asked to decorate a
real pumpkin at home and bring it in for judging. Any
medium for decorating could be used and prizes were
given in six age categories including one for parents!

There were hanging scarecrows to be made and pump-
kins to be colored. There were frames to be decorated, to
carry home the special photo taken of each child in his/her
costume. “Donuts on the string” proved to be an event
that brought intense excitement not only to the partici-
pants but to those cheering them on.The party concluded
with a rollicking game of “musical pumpkin.”

Yes, it was a fantastically good time for all. My sincere
thanks to our Sunday School parents for their time, talents
and generosity, in making this tradition the success that
itis. 1

hot the eleventh grade serving as
ioBParish Trustees,with Fr. Arakel.
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Long, long, ago, in a manger in a stable, a baby was born.
They came bearing gifts, for the Christ child.

Today they, the children, came, dressed as angels, shep-
herds, kings, sisters, brothers, friends and grandmas. They
came bearing gifts, songs, poems, music, bells, candles, and
love, for the Christ child. On Sunday, January 9, 2005, the stu-
dents of the St. James Sunday School gave their 6th Annual
Armenian Christmas Pageant. In a hall filled to capacity, the
children of the Nursery class began the program with the
“Baby Jesus Poem” written by their teacher, Mrs. Jayne
Andonian. The Kindergarden went on “A Special Christmas
Journey,” knocking on doors, looking for room. The ninth and
sixth grades brought Bible readings to life with beautiful
instrumentals, followed by the second grade students who
sang a resounding rendition of “We Wish You A Merry
Christmas!”

“Grandma’s Christmas Story,” a play written by Noelle
Hagopian, was enacted by the tenth grade, and asked and
answered the question of why Armenians have two
Christmases. Following the play, in what has become a St.
James tradition, the angels of the first grade recited poems.
The third grade sang Christmas carols with their readings and
the fourth grade brought “Joy to the World” and to all those
present!

Fifth graders brought new light to the Christmas tree and
the seventh grade shared the “Gifts of Christmas” in a
tableau. “Where is the Love?” was asked many times in a
modern setting by the eighth grade. The Graduating Class
then explored our faith and shared what and why “We
Believe! The pageant concluded with the Sunday School staff,
together with students, together leading everyone in singing
“Let There Be Peace on Earth””

Yes, in this Christmas program we were able to see, hear,
and feel the excitement and enthusiasm that Christmas brings
out in children. We were able to see, hear and feel the love
that is often lost.

It is with sincere thanks that we acknowledge the Sunday
School Superintendent and staff for producing this program,
the Sunday School parents for the wonderful luncheon, and
the Sunday School students for their loving presentations. We
also thank Mr. David Medzorian, audio; Ms. Anna Yeshilian
and Ms. Valerie Becker, pianists; Peter Lorensian, lights, and
Mrs. Cheryl Keane, photography. O
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]'essing of the water service in remembrance
of Christ's bam%gm on January 6, 2005. ..
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Women’s Guild News

The Women's Guild members held their elections in
November 2004. Elected to office were: Ruth Harutunian,
Chairperson; Caroline Soultanian, Vice Chairperson; Anna
Bedirian, Recording Secretary; Katherine Siranosian,
Corresponding Secretary; Norma Shooshan, Treasurer;
and Gladys Clinton, Assistant Treasurer. Advisors are Hrip
Parsekian and Karen Hovsepian. The Nominating
Committee will be chaired by Alyce Gelenian with mem-
bers Eleanor Arakelian and Alice Avakian. Sona
Iskanderian and Aracse Kurkjian will continue to be our
delegates. Our congratulations to all.

2005 promises to be an exciting year. On January 17,
2005 the Guild will recognize fifty, twenty-five and ten
year members. Fifty year members are: Angel
Boghossian, Virginia Harotunian, Lucy Jelladian, Miriam
Jerahian, Ann Kalajian, Nora Kalajian, Helen Kashgegian,
Anne Kazanjian, Elaine Patapanian, Alice Seferian and
Mary Surabian. Twenty-five year members include: Elbis
Andonian, Elizabeth Dilsizian, Rose Gozbekian, and
Shirley Onanian. Leona Boyajian and Marie Tavitian will be
recognized for their ten years of membership. Thank you
for your belief and love for the Guild. Also, the officers for
the 2005 will be installed.

We are planning to introduce “The Art of Baking
Choreg in Large Quantities” one evening in the month of
January. We will prepare and roll out the dough and bake
25 dozen of choreg. Look for further details and join us for
this cooking class. On February 14, 2005, Guild members
will have their Valentine Luncheon/Meeting.

The St. James Guild is pleased to be hosting the
Diocesan Women's Saints Day on March 5, 2005.
Preparations are being completed to make this day one of
spiritual renewal and pleasant companionship with Guild
members from our surrounding parishes.

Our mid-Lenten koofta sale will be held on March 6th.
We are attempting to revitalize and encourage our church
members to experience this delicacy. We will be taking
orders for the koofta in 1/2 dozen containers (limit 2 dozen
per order). Koofta may also be purchased at the Hye Café
on March 4th.

Of course, our Traditional Egg cracking and Easter
Pastry Sale will take place on Easter Sunday, March 29th.
To make the mahogany colored eggs, we would like help
from the entire parish. As you prepare meals, PLEASE
SAVE your onion skins so we may use them to color our
Easter eggs, which are dyed with natural food coloring —
onion skins!

All are invited and welcome to join Guild members for
all these activities.
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Members of the new Women's Guild Executive Board.

=

Saintly Women’s Day

Hosted by the St. James Women’s Guild

Saturday, March 5, 2005

Honoring
Tsuveeg
(a 5th Century Pious Woman)

Coffee and Registration 10 a.m.

Armene and Veronica Tarvezian Hall
Church Service - 11 a.m.

Lenten luncheon to follow in Keljik Hall.
$25 per person.

Guest Speaker: Valerie Goekjian Zahirsky

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
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Christmas and New Year’s Greetings

Sarah and Mary Agabian:Christmas Wishes
Rev. Fr. Arakel and Yn. Natasha Aljalian
Berdjouhi, Armand and Helen Andreassian: Good Health and Happiness in the New Year
Eleanor C. Arakelian: Happy Holidays to my Family
Arthur and Rose Arakelian
Rev. Fr. Arten and Yn. Mary Ashjian: Christmas Greetings
Dr. Jake and Ruby Baboian
Sylvia and Vahan Barmakian
Lillian and Diran Barmakian
Rev. Fr. Arsen and Yn. Varteni Barsamian and Family
Mrs. Rose Bejoian and Family: Peace On Earth, Good Will and Health to All
Don and Sunny Boghosian
Clover Qil Company
Rev. Fr. Dajad and Yn. Rosemarie Davidian and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Harry and Anita Der Minasian of Boca Raton, Florida
Arra and Alice Derderian
Lillian and Vartan Garbouchian: Peace and Good Will to All
Edward K. and Nancy Guleserian and Family
Margaret and Mary Hovnanian
Margaret Janikian
Harry and Margarite Jurjurian: Happy Holidays
Nevart Kaderian: Rejoice in our Savior and trust Him always
Ann 0. Kaprielian
Rose Z. Karibian
Anne Kazanjian
Edward K. and Nirva Kazanjian and Family
Edward and Jeanette M. Keljik
Paul and Ann Korian: We wish you the Merriest of Christmases
Rose Mamishian and Family
Jim, Sharon, Sarah, Julie and Amy McDermott: Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Alice K. Mellian
Louise and Sandra Missakian: We Wish You All a Blessed Christmas
Mr. and Mrs. Deran J. Muckjian: Happy Holidays
Andy and Bea Ohannessian
Arthur and Mary Papazian and Family: Happy and Healthy Christmas and New Year
Edward, Elaine D. and Jay Patapanian: Blessed Christmas and Healthy New Year
Jack and Audrey Pilibosian: May the Season's Blessing be with you always
Harry and Irene Sarkisian and Family: Christmas Greetings
Norma, Sonya and Michael Shooshan: Happy Holidays to All
Mrs. Robert (Kay) Surabian
Richard, Ann and Talene Tarvezian: May the Joy and Spirit of Christmas Be With Us Always
Mari and Margaret Tavitian:
Wishing a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year to all our friends
John and Diana Topjian: Happy Holidays and Healthy, Peaceful 2005
Richard and June Yacubian: We send you the very best wishes
George, Helen, Michael and Gayle Yapchaian
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Parishioners Ring In
2005!

St. James parishioners and friends gath-
ered in Keljik Hall on Friday, December
31, 2004, to bid farewell to 2004 and to
welcome the new year. The more than
200 guests reveled in a wonderful
evening of fellowship, enjoyed a
delightful dinner, and danced the night
away to the sounds of the Aravod
Ensemble of Philadelphia as well as
American music ranging from big band
to disco. At the countdown to midnight,
the live, big-screen Times Square ball
drop was accompanied by champagne
toasts and the lights and sounds of party
favors, as guests enthusiastically wel-
comed the new year. Following more
dancing and merry-making, guests who
had once again worked up an appetite
enjoyed a delicious breakfast buffet,
which included traditional Armenian
pasterma and eggs. The evening was
memorable and enjoyed by all!
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Anonymous
Arsalus Abalian
Sarkis Abrahamian
Mary Agabian
Armen, Cynthia and Andreas Aghamianz
John and Margaret Ahigian
Leo and Eve Akillian
Alice Albertian
Ms. Sarah M. Alexander
Rev. Fr. Arakel and Yn. Natasha Aljalian
Harry and Azniv Amiralian
Helen Andreassian
David C. and Nancy Ansbigian
Richard and Adrenna Antreasian
Mimi and Fred Apsokardos
Gregory and Lenore Arabian
Violeta Avanesova
Mr. and Mrs. Haig Avedisian
Mary Avedisian
Steven, Janice and Marie Avery
Mr. and Mrs. Garabed Babigian
Judy Babikian
Michael and Florence Bahtiarian
Elizabeth Balgochian
Yervant and Anoush Balian
Beatrice Barber
Rev. Fr. Arsen and Yn. Varteni Barsamian
and Family
Ishkhan and Anahit Bazarian
Richard and Marilyn Bazarian
Harry and Susan Berejik
Mr. and Mrs. Don Boghosian
Sarkis E Bogosian
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Bouldoukian
Charles and Queenie Boyajian
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Boyajian
Ed and Mary Brewster
Mrs. Zavier Chickering
Jack and Louise Chinian
Karen Dederyan
Mr. and Mrs. H. Kenneth Deranian
Arthur and Takuhi DerMugrditchian
Myron E. Dilanian
Mr. and Mrs. John Dillon
Nazaret and Kathleen Dirinian
Harry and Charlotte Eordekian
Ann and Kenneth Esperian
Roxanne Etmekjian and Nerses Joubanian
Kevin and Sandra Farrell
Mrs. William Felt
Anne Garabedian
Valentine Garabedian
Marjorie Garjian
Arshag Gechijian
Thomas Gengozian and Sally Vanerian
Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis Gennetian
Mary George
Edward and Nancy Guleserian
Vahan and Patti Gurekian
Margaret Gurekian
Henry Hagopian
Adrienne Halajian
Janet Hanzatian
Gail Haroutunian

Rose Harrison
Doris and Stephen Hazerjian
Kurt and Diane Herosian
Hilda Hevesian
Marilyn Hollisian
Zevart M. Hollisian
Mary and Margaret Hovnanian
Richard and Nancy Hovsepian
Pauline Hovsepian
John and Karen Hovsepian
Bertha and Carol Hoyen
Veronica A. Hunt and Jason Anjoorian
Mari Imirzian
Margaret Janikian
Mary and Eleanor Janjanian
Dr. and Mrs. C. Robert Jingozian
Leon W. Kachadorian
Harry and Priscilla Kachadorian
Harry Kalajian
Mr. and Mrs. George Kaloostian
Ann O. Kaprielian
Lenore Karaian
Violet Karamanian
Rose Z. Karibian
Rose Kasabian
Kenneth K. Kasabian, Jr.
Siran Kassabian
Krikor and Nancy Kassabian
Andrew and Janice Kavjian
Paul Kazanjian
Ed and Nirva Kazanjian
Ara and Gladys Kazarian
Edward and Jeanette M. Keljik
Marlin R. Keshishian
Charles G. and Sirvart K. Keumurian
George H. Kevorkian
Mr. and Mrs. Istephan and Janet Knarian
Kolgian Family
Jennie Koumjian
Arakel and Sheila Krikorian
Seroun Krikorian
Sandra Lewis
Richard P. Madanjian
Ms. Rose Magarian
Alice V. Mallumian
Rose Mamishian
Mrs. Madeline Maranian
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Maranian
Aram and Louise Maranian
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Maranian and Family
Lucy Mardirosian
Ora M. Margosian
Gladys and Anna Medzorian
Alice K. Mellian
Louise R. Mihovan
Edward and Diana Minasian
Mrs. H. Frances Montgomery
Mrs. Helen Mosesian
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Musserian
Ann Nahabedian
Sahag and Vee Nahabedian
Gloria and Eleanor Najarian
In memory of our parents,
Khosrof and Louise Najarian
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Mary Nazaretian
Charles and Margaret Nigohosian
Zaven and Virginia Ohanian
Peter and Charleen Onanian
Helen and Shirley Onanian
Garo and Sarpie Ostayan
Agavni Ozcan
Mr. and Mrs. Garo Ozcan
Genia Palasanian
Vas and Bev Panikian
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Panosian
Rose D. Panzetta
Harry and Hrip Parsekian
Gladys and Harold Partamian
Marlene and Edward Paul
Jacob and Audrey Pilibosian
Valentine Pogharian
Apkar and Arpie Potookian
Shirlee and Bill Purcell
Siran Salibian
Richard Samourian
Kenneth and Diane Samuelian
Sadie Samuelian
Robert Sanasarian
Kathryn and Charles Saraf
Harry and Irene Sarkisian
Helen Sarkisian
Ms. Arshalouys Sarkissian
Anthony and Alice Seferian
Edward Seffilian
Krikor and Araxy Shaboian
Yeprad and Mary Shadbegian
Daniel G. Shadbegian
Diane M. Shadbegian
Alma and Paul Shagoury
Marianne, Richard, Sara
and Mark Shahlamian
H.Arto Shahrik
Kay Surabian
Mary Surabian
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Surabian
Stan, Lori, Jen and Steve Tagarelis
Mae and Leo Takoushian
Sara, Denise and Vahey Takvorian
Grace Takvorian
Jamil and Aylin Tamburrini
Richard,Ann and Talene Tarvezian
Amy Tekeian
Haig and Rosalie Tekeyan
The Prendergasts
John and Diana Topjian
Maryann Tutunjian
Wendell and Lillian Wilson
George and Helen Yapchaian
Gayle M.Yapchaian
Michael G.Yapchaian
John and Zara Yelenezian
Arlene Young
Ervant Zacarian
Natalie A. Zakarian
Mr. and Mrs. Garabed Zartarian
Nurisa and Agop Zekiyan
Stephen and Anahid Zerdelian
Arra N. and Amy Zeytoonian
N.J. Zeytoonian
Samuel and Louise Zouranjian

Total: $8,724
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Jack Achmakijian
Mary Agabian
Sarah Agabian
Armen and Cynthia Aghamianz
Leo and Eve Akillian
Rev. Fr. Arakel and Yn. Natasha
Aljalian
Harry and Azniv Amiralian
Mrs. Phyllis Ananian
Judith Ananian Sarno
Elbis Andonian
David and Nancy Ansbigian
David and Maureen Arakelian
Lucy Aroian
Michael and Anita Assarian
Steven H. and Hilda Assarian
Raymond and Alice Atamian
Berge and Rose Avadanian
George and Mariam Avakian
Arkadiy and Nonna Avanesova
Mary Avedisian
Berge Ayvazian and Family
Arthur and Susan Aznavorian
Garabed and Joan Babigian
K. Vasken and Christina Babigian
Robert and Marilyn Bagdasarian
Michael and Florence Bahtiarian
Elizabeth Balgochian
Yervant and Anoush Balian
Ara Balikian
Jerry and Annie Balikian
Charlotte Ballard
Julie Bardizian
Rose Barsamian
Diana Bechakian
Anna and Lucy Bedirian
Hapet and Stephanie Berberian
Harry and Susan Berejik
Mary Bergoudian
Donabed and Sunny Boghosian
Victoria Boghosian
Angel Boghossian
Sarkis Bogosian
Henry Boroyan
Donald and Janice Boyce
Stephen and Jeniffer Carson
Raffi and Maria Chapian
John Chilingerian
David Chinian
Jack and Louise A. Chinian
Krikor and Azadouhi Chitchian
Armen and Ann Chopourian
Yasar and Janet Cinar
Armenag and Janet David
Karen Dederyan
Kenneth and Karen Demerjian
Alan Der Kazarian

2004 Pledge Donors

Arra and Alice Derderian
John Derderian
Steven and Laura Derderian
Myron Dilanian
John and Aurora Dillon
Hagop and Elizabeth Dilsizian
Nazaret and Kathleen Dirinian
Viken Dumeciyan
Armen Esserian
Lillian Etmekjian
Kevin and Sandra K. Farrell
Arlene S. Felt
Anoush and Charles Garabedian
Edward R. and Ann Garabedian
Lillian Garbouchian
Marjorie Garjian
Arshag Gechijian
Mary George
Nishan and Mary Goudsouzian
Charles S. and Joyce Guleserian
Edward and Nancy Guleserian
Tad and Kelley Guleserian
Marguerite Gurekian
Anita Hadjian
Henry Hagopian
Adrienne Halajian
Robin Hasekian
Louise and James Hekimian
Marilyn Hollisian
Albert S. Hovannesian
Margaret and Mary Hovnanian
John and Karen Hovsepian
Pauline Hovsepian
Richard Hovsepian
Veronica A. Hunt
Sona Iskandarian
Armenag Iskenderian
Dick and JoAnn Janjigian
Richard and Lucy Jelladian
C. Robert and Lillian Jingozian
William and Sona Johnston
Nerses Joubanian
Harry and Margarite Jurjurian
Harry and Priscilla Kachadorian
Leon Kachadorian
Ann Kalajian
Michael and Seta Kalajian
George and Gladys Kaloostian
Samuel and Lucine Kapreilian
Ann 0. Kaprielian
Vartkes and Elissa Karaian
Rose Z. Karibian
Rose Kasabian
Siran Kassabian
Migirdic Kavak
Mark and Kelly Lignos Kavonian
Anne Kazanjian

Mary-Ann Kazanjian
Ara and Gladys Kazarian
Mrs. Angele Keshian
James and Elaine Keshian
Eli and Arpine Kharajian
Paul and Gloria Khederian
Roupen and Annie Kiredjian
Armenouhi Knaian
Harry and Madeline Koumjian
Diane Kouyoumjian
Arakel and Sheila Krikorian
Frank and Helen Kulesza

John Melkon and Marguerite Kurkjian

Rosella Kurkjian
Silva Lorensian

Michael and Rosemary Luniewicz

Richard P. Madanjian
Rose Magarian and Family
Leo and Helen Maghakian

Alice Mallumian
Rose Mamishian
Ronald and Anastasia Maranian

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Maranian Sr.

Lucy Mardirosian
Milton Mardirosian
Virginia Mardirosian
Ora Margosian
Zareh and Hasmig Maserejian
Gladys and Anna Medzorian
Jack and Eva Medzorian
Alice K. Mellian
Edward Mesrobian and Family
George and Anna Mikaelian
Harry and Gail Minassian
Robert Mirak
Charles Mosesian
Helen Mosesian
Michael and Nancy Mouradian
Deran and Agnes Muckjian
Sonya Muncherian and Family
Mildred Nahabedian
Armenie Najarian
Helen Nalchian
Jennie Niblett
Charles and Margaret Nigohsian
Violet Ohanasian
Virginia Ohanian
Angelo and Beatrice Ohannessian
Helen Onanian
Shirley Onanian
Zohrab and Andrea Orchanian
Mary Orchanian Hinds
Agavni Ozcan
Sarkis Paboojian
Vasken Panikian
Arthur and Louise Panosian
Arthur and Mary Papazian
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Marilyn Papazian
Harry and Hripsime Parsekian
Robert Parsekian
Harold R. and Gladys Partamian
Edward S. and Marlene Paul
Jacob and Audrey Pilibosian
Kasper Pilibosian
Lori and John Pirundini
Herman and Laura Purutyan
Robert and Sandy Raphalian
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reppucci
and Family
Linda Sahagian
Kenneth and Diane Samuelian
Robert Sanasarian
Charles Saraf Jr. and Kathryn Saraf
Harry and Irene Sarkisian
Anthony and Alice Seferian
John and Alice Seferian
Edward Seffilian
Daniel Shadbegian
Yeprad and Mary Shadbegian
Norma Shooshan
Sarkis and Linda Soukiasian
Charles and Dorothy Surabian
George and Mary Surabian
Joanne Surabian
Kay Surabian
Alice Takvorian
Gregory Takvorian and Family
Adrienne V. Tashjian
Anne D. Tashjian
Hratch Tashjian
Jirayer and Silva Tekeian
Haig and Rosalie Tekeyan
John and Diana Topjian
James Totovian
Maryann Tutunjian
Angin Vardanyan
S. Frances Weisberg
Gayle M. Yapchaian
George and Helen Yapchaian
Michael G.Yapchaian
Anna Yeshilian
Manoog S. and Barbara J. Young
Natalie Zakarian
Chake Zarougian
Anahid Zerdelian
Arra and Amy Zeytoonian

TOTAL $77,643.00
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The following donations

have been received with
appreciation by St. James
Armenian Apostolic Church. May
God bless the souls of our dearly
departed and give comfort and
hope to their families.

Alice Mano
QOctober 15, 2004

Charles and Sona Aslanian

Armine Dedekian

Areka and Ed Der Kazarian

Sonia Janikian

Aracse Kurkjian

Niyam A. Mano

Richard and Betty (Zartarian) Norton
Charles Sahagian

Alice and Anthony Seferian

Harman and Doris Semerjian
Norma, Sonya and Michael Shooshan
St. James Women's Guild

Zepure Yazijian

Total: $815

John Jamoozian
(October 18, 2004

Elizabeth DelLucia

Simon and Mary Jamoozian
Barry and Janice Sykes
Mary Toumajian

Total: $125

Arika Esserian
QOctober 20, 2004

Mr. and Mrs. William Ajemian
Mr. and Mrs. Leo and Eve Akillian

Armenian Women's Welfare
Association

Berge and Rose Avadanian

Ara and Natalie Barmakian

Judith Basmajian

Richard and Marilyn Bazarian

Erica (Kapalis) Bond and Family

Dorothy Bozigian Collins

Doug, Tanya and Harry Chakmakian

Ronald Chakmakian

Areka Der Kazarian

Marion Der Vartanian

Helen E. Esserian

John A. Esserian Homes
Development Corp.

Jeffrey and Dawn Ghizzoni

Sonia A. Janikian

Dick and JoAnn Janjigian and Family

Frank C. Kaminski

Kapalis Family

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Koshgarian

Sirvart A. Mellian

Mrs.Marien Samuelian

Lillian Simourian

Margaret Srabian

Mr. and Mrs. Koko Stepanian

Elaine Winterhalter

Mr. and Mrs. G. Zartarian

Total: $2,595

Elmaz Nshanyan
October 29, 2004

Mr. and Mrs. Grigor Bagramian
Ashkhen Bagramian

Mr. and Mrs. Ishkhan Bazarian
Marie Bazarian

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Beurklian
Nartuhi Ghecidian

Krikor Maserejian

Mr. and Mrs. Garo Masrof
Aghavni Ozcan

Ed and Lucy Sahagian

Serkiz Sahan

Charles Sarkisian

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Sheytanian
Kevork Tertzagian

Total: $355

Mark B. Tashjian
November 17, 2004

Robert and Marilyn Bagdasarian
Drew Bagdasarian

Bruce Bagdasarian and Lisa Terrizzi
Armene Chorbajian

Leone Dekermenjian

Andrew Gower

Jeffrey and Belinda Gower
Robert and Eleanor Gower

Alice Guleserian and Lisa Mandis
Kenneth and Diane Samuelian
Marien Samuelian

Michael Samuelian

Lucy A. Tashjian

Craig and Nancy Tashjian

Richard Yirikian

Total: $675

Krikor Torossian
November 29, 2004

Sarkis and Silva Antreassian
Yervant Balian

Iva and Ropin Baymus

Avedis and Silva Bedrossian
Mr. and Mrs. Raffi Festekjian
Janet and Mari Imirze
Metrebian Family of Lebanon
Mr. and Mrs. Missak Qurfalian
Edward and Nancy Tutunjian

Total: $475

Virginia Kouyoumjian
December 13, 2004

Don and Sunny Boghosian
Harold and Sharon Koumjian
John, Jeanne, Adriana

and Erika Talatinian
Elizabeth Talatinian
George and Kristen Talatinian and
Shelley Barger
Laura, Alexander, and Benjamin
Bresnee and Robert Smyth
Michael Koumjian
Robert and Lori Koumjian
Debra Boyajian
Alan, Diane and Elizabeth Boghosian
Hank and Yerin Agahigian
Mrs. Samuel Agahigian
Florence Aharonian
Vernon Akillian
Leo and Eve Akillian
Leo and Bette Ann Avakian
Garabed and Joan Babigian
Mrs. Malcolm Barsamian
Marilyn and Richard Bazarian
John and Linda Bazarian
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bazarian
Mary and Ronald S. Boyajian
Areka Der Kazarian
Sandra and Kevin Farrell
Edward and Nancy Guleserian
Doris Hazerjian
Margaret and Mary Hovnanian
Margaret Janikian
Sonia A. Janikian
Richard and Lucy Jelladian
Nora Kalajian
Richard and Lucille Kashian
Krikor and Nancy Kassabian
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kezerian
Jennie Koumjian
Marie Kouyoumjian
Richard P. Madanjian
Anahid Mazmanian
Alice K. Mellian and Rose Z. Karibian
Edward and Julie Mesrobian
Dr. John and Claire Musserian
George Nalchian
Helen Nalchian
Ed Nazaretian
Mr. and Mrs. Andy and Beatrice

Ohannessian
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Arthur and Mary Papazian and Family
Harry and Hripsime Parsekian
Jack and Audrey Pilibosian

Harry and Irene Sarkisian

Alice and Anthony Seferian
Kenneth and Judith Sheytanian
St. James Women'’s Guild

Arthur and Eve Talatinian

Richard, Ann and Talene Tarvezian
Maryann Tutunjian

Zepure Yazijian

Nerses and Dorothy Zeytoonian
Nick and Gladys Zeytoonian

Total: $1,870

Casper M. Goshgarian
December 27, 2004

Kay Goshgarian
Karen, Bill and Michelle Smith
Harry and Azniv Amiralian
Alan and Paula Amiralian
Marc and Sharon and Marc Alan Frigon
Dr. and Mrs. Jacob C. Bahoian
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Helena Cavallaro
Michael Dasho
Bob and Kathy Dasho
Mr. and Mrs. Zaven Der Hagopian
Jack, Carol, David

and Christine Hoplamazian
Arshag Gechijian
Boghos and Mary Gail Giragosian
Crosby and Marge Goshgarian
Rose Goshgarian
Croshy, Jr. and Flo Goshgarian and Family
Martin and Henry Gostanian
Warren Holopigian
Joyce Hebert (Kayajanian)
Mrs. Libby Kayajanian
Robert and Adrina Kletjian
Laurie Kooshoian
Ann Makian
Margaret Malmezian
Shant and Maude Mantarian
Matthew and Ardemis Matteosian
Hap and Rhonda Messier
Helen Mosesian
Peggy Papazian
Richard and Irene Samourian
Dr. and Mrs. Leslie L. Seigle
Richard, Ann and Talene Tarvezian
Carolyn L. Tompkins
Bert and Sandy Wikstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Ara Yardum
Sesag Yerganian

Total: $1,720

Margaret Wyner
December 30, 2004

Phyllis Ananian

Sally Ann and Joseph Ananian
Dr. and Mrs. Jacob C. Baboian
Naomi K. Bahtiarian

Mary Baliyosian
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David and Dorothy Bournazian
Armine Dedekian
Charles Gazarian
Dr. Vartan and Armen Ghugasian
Dorothy Goshgarian
Esther Goureghian and Sylvia
and Kirk Kaloustian
Gravestar Foundation
Helen Kashgegian
Souren and Virginia Keoleian
Marlin R. Keshishian
Jack and Takouhi Keumurian
Roy C. and Marilyn J. (Goshgarian)
Larkin and Family
Marriott International Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James Murphy
Agavni Ozcan
Valentine Pogharian
and Hilda Hevesian
Robert and Judith Sarno (Ananian)
Ann D. Tashjian
Dorian John and Todd Eric Wyner
Gayle M. Yapchaian
George and Helen Yapchaian
Michael G. Yapchaian

Total: $1,795

ADDITIONAL IN LIEU DONATIONS:

Mary Krikorian
May 17, 2004
Linda Keljik

New Total: $6,660

Anooshavan “Flash” Kurkjian
September 4, 2004

Rose Goshgarian

Bert and Sandy Wikstrom

New Total: $2,230

Kayane Jelal

September 8, 2004

Mr. and Mrs. Roderick J. Higgins
S. Frances Weisberg

New Total: $1,000

Kathryn Karapetyan
September 15, 2004
Dianne Babikian

New Total: $290

Congratulations to the newly-elected 2005 Men's Club Officers!

(Left to Right): David Yerganian,
Corresponding Secretary;

Thomas Babigian, Vice Chairman;
Robert Berberian, Chairman;

and Edward Barsamian, Treasurer.
Missing from picture:

Recording Secretary —

John Baronian.
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2005 SUMMER PROGRAMS
2005 ST. JAMES VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — July 18 — July 22, 2005

Children ages 5-12
Holy Land Adventure! This summer, children will take a journey with Jesus through Jerusualem!
m They will learnabout Christ's love for each of us. The five days’ topics are: Jesus is King, Jesus
_f Showed God's Love, Jesus Loves Us, Jesus Died For Us, and Jesus Lives! Children will again
e enjoy arts and crafts projects, music, theater, games, activities, and more! Additional details to
follow. For more information, please call Yn. Natasha at (617) 923-8860 or email her at
aljalian@comcast.net.

ST. VARTAN CAMP
Session A: June 26-July 9
Session B: July 10-July 23
Session C: July 24-August 6

Session Al: June 26-July 2
Session B1: July 10-July 16
Session C1: July 24-July 30

Applications will be available by the end of January. Online registration will also be available on the diocesan
website or www.stvartancamp.org.

ST. NERSESS SEMINARY SUMMER CONFERENCES

Young Adults” Weekend June 10-12, 2005
Post-High School A Conference June 14-18, 2005
Deacons’ Training Program June 27-July 5, 2005
High School A Youth Conference July 5-12, 2005

High School B Youth Conference July 15-23, 2005

High School C Youth Conference July 26-August 3, 2005
Junior High School Conference August 6-10, 2005
Post High School B Conference August 13-19, 2005

For more information, call St. Nersess at (914) 636-2003.

2005 ARMENIA SERVICE PROGRAM — June 21 to July 14, 2005.

Cost $1,980.00. Open to young adults ages 18-28. Participants will work as counselors, instructors and mentors
for the children of Camp Siranoosh, a camp sponsored by Fund for Armenia Relief (FAR) and the Diocese of
Siunik. In addition, the trip will include travel to historical and cultural sites and hands-on instruction in
Armenian language, history, culture and religion. For more information, contact ACYOA Executive Secretary
Nancy Basmajian at 212-686-0710, or email ACYOA@armeniandiocese.org. The deadline for submitting an
original application and accompanying materials is Thursday, March 31, 2005.

ACYOA ARMENIA STUDY TOUR — July 12-28, 2005.

Cost: $2,000. Open to young adults ages 18-28. The trip will include travel to historical and cultural sites and
hands-on instruction in Armenian language, history, culture and religion. For more information, contact ACYOA
Executive Secretary Nancy Basmajian at 212-686-0710, or email ACYOA@armeniandiocese.org. The deadline
for submitting an original application and accompanying materials is Thursday, March 31, 2005.

Scholarships for all Summer Programs are available to the children of dues-paid members of St. James.
For more information, please call Karen Hovsepian in the church office at (617) 923-8860.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! SUMMER 2006 — LAST TWO WEEKS OF JUNE

St. James 75th Anniversary Pilgrimage! A Once in a Lifetime Journey!
Week 1: In the Footsteps of Christ - Jerusalem Week 2: In the Footsteps of our Fathers - Armenia
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Special Tranks i

The Cinar family for their donation of $8,000 for the new tile floor in the Armene and Veronica Tarvezian Hall, in memory of
their father Hagop Cinar, mother Mariam Cinar and brother Kapriel Cinar.

Charles Mosesian for his donation of $5,000 to St. James.

George and Helen Nalchian, Vee Agahigian and Gary Agahigian for their donation of $3,000 for the purchase of the new
silver chalice for our church.

Mary Bergoudian for a donation of $2,500 to be added to the Nerses and Gary Drtad Bergoudian Memorial Fund.

Charles Sarkisian, Lucy Sahagian, and Nancy Goubran for a donation of $1,500 to be added to the Haji and Seronoush
Sarkisian Endowment Fund.

The Estate of Olga Harian for a donation of $1,000 in memory of Harry Harian.
Leon, Marion, Mark and Wendy Semonian for a donation of $1,000 for the benefit of the Leslie Semonian Computer Center.

Louise D. Missakian and Sandra L. Missakian for a donation of $1,000 to be added to the Sarkes Missakian, Louise Der
Bagdasarian Missakian, and Sandra Lee Missakian Memorial Fund.

Elaine Patapanian for her donation of $1,000 to the church in commemoration of her 50 years of membership in the St. James
Women's Guild.

Don and Sunny Boghosian and Harold and Sharon Koumjian for a donation of $1,000 for the establishment of a new Memorial
Fund in memory of George and Virginia Kouyoumjian.

Rose Hovannesian for a donation of $1,000 to be added to the Michael and Ovsanna Hovannesian Memorial Scholarship.

Antranig Jr. and Hasmig Minasian for a donation of $750 to the church for the purchase of candle holders to be used by
acolytes during Divine Liturgy.

Armen Gechijian for $500 towards the new church pew book racks.

Ann S. Hintlian for a donation of $500, Berge and Vera Lynn Setrakian for a donation of $100, Harry and Hrip Parsekian for a
donation of $75, and Siran Kassabian for a donation of $75, to the Nerses and Gary Drtad Bergoudian Memorial Fund in
honor of Mary Bergoudian's birthday.

Samuel and Beatrice Kapreilian for their donation of $400 to the Building Fund.

Ann 0. Kaprielian for a donation of $300 to the Ann and Alice Kaprielian Scholarship Fund and a donation of $300 to the Arsen
and Araxy Kaprielian Endowment Fund.

Suren and Carole Semonian for a donation of $100 towards the Leslie Semonian Computer Center.

Ruth Harutunian for a donation $100 to be added to the Ohannes and Julia Harutunian and Mariam Kavonian Memorial Fund.
Rose Gargarian for her donation of $50 to St. James in honor of Ann Kazanjian on her special birthday.

Helen T. Yapchaian for the generous donation of a freezer to our church to be used to store our mas and nushkhar.

George and Helen T. Yapchaian and family for donating a refrigerator to our church in loving memory of
Vahan H. and Mariam Ananian.

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHURCH
ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND

A Venerable Christian Practice

Remember St. James Church In Your Will
8pibgke Up. Bulnp Glhybgpt Jbp Quulfie UL
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You bave been Baptised in Christ.
Alleluia

November 2004 - January 2005

November

John Levon Kurkjian — November 27, 2004
Son of Levon and Tina Kurkjian
Godparents: Gazaros and Helda Shirinian

Rustam Arzunyan — November 29, 2004
Son of Ishkhan and Gayane Abrahamyan
Godfather: Marat Hunanyan

December 2004

Sarah Nicole Shehadeh — December 26, 2004
Daughter of Sami Shehadeh and Marale Shehadeh Kotchounian
Godparents: Ohannes Kotchounian and Sylva Kotchounian

Natasha Anne Simmons — December 26, 2004
Daughter of Charles Albert Simmons, Jr.
and Nicole Atesian Simmons
Godparents: Kevin Schack, Kyle Schack and Kristina Arsenault

January 2005

Harry Parnag Chakmakian — January 15, 2005
Son of Douglas and Tanya Chakmakian
Godparents: Ronald Chakmakian and Lauren Arakelian

Sofia Lucyne Berejik — January 16, 2005
Daughter of Philip Michael Berejik and Danielle McKay
Godparents: Gregory and Mary Amato

arament

Weddings

And the two shall become one.

November 2004 — January 2005

Sevan Topjian and Keri Dawn Khachadoorian
November 27, 2004
Best Man: Haiig Topjian
Maid of Honor: Kristin Khachadoorian

James C. Lyons and Diane Margaret Cherkerzian
December 30, 2004
Best Man: Stephan Lyons
Maid of Honor: Tanya Cherkerzian-Giancola

I Tanerals

May Christ Our God shed His Eternal Light
upon the souls of our dearly departed.
May God bless the souls of the deceased and
comyfort the members of their families.

October 2004 - December 2004

October 2004
Elmaz Nshanyan — October 29, 2004

November 2004
Mark B. Tashjian — November 17, 2004
Krikor Torossian — November 29, 2004

December 2004
Virginia Kouyoumjian — December 13, 2004
Amalya Petrosyan — December 21, 2004
Antik Petrosyan — December 21, 2004
Casper M. Goshgarian — December 27, 2004
Margaret Wyner — December 30, 2004

January 2005
Dicranouhie (Dee) Mahserejian — January 8, 2005
Berdjouhi Andreassian — January 10, 2005
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dwitipgmpmi UnwiontwG 8:00
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Commemoration of Armenian Martyrs’ Day

Sunday, April 24, 2005

Morning Service 8:00 am

Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Followed by Requiem Service (Hokehankist) and Blessing of Madagh
at Martyrs’ Monument for those who perished in the 1915 Armenian Genocide.

THEs“th

ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

Remembrance and Commemoration
through Armenian Gulture and Music

Sponsored by
St. James Armenian Apostolic Church
for the Armenian Community of Greater Boston

Sunday, April 17, 2005 at 5:00 p.m.

Featuring: Sayat Nova Dance Company
Zulal Armenian A Cappella Folk Trio

and other commemorative performances
St. James Cultural and Youth Center, Keljik Hall
465 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA

Reception to Follow
Organized by St. James New Vision
Complimentary Admission

JPGUSUYNAMT
G NGGUNNMT

90-pm Uity ULy Gnlinlh

Buwynwahp h 8howwnwy Uwph twG
‘Lw iwnwuw g

Uppwyh, Gwppy 17, 2005
Gpiymtiwl dwdp 5:00-ph6
Uwulwlygmptiwdp’

Uwywpe onfwy wwpwjumdph Lmpwy Qwylulwh
tir wyp YuwgquwhbipwynehGGipm

Yuquwytpymwd “New Vision”-h ynnuk
MnuenGh dwy dwdwlphG Awdwnp

Up. Swynp Gytintginy LE16hp UpwhpG dke:
U.quwn Ununp
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b" Annual St James
Open Golf Tournament

Hosted by

THE MEN'S CLUB OF ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHURCH

Watertown, MA

Marlborough Country Club

Monday, May 2nd, 2005

Once Again St. James is offering its annual Open Golf Tournament.

We are requesting your assistance in making this undertaking a social and financial success.
The St. James Open Golf Tournament will take place on Monday, May 2, 2005 at the beautiful

Marlborough Country Club in Marlborough, MA.

We are offering business as well as personal sponsorships and gift opportunities in raising
funds for this annual tournament. If interested in participating in this endeavor, please contact
any of the following Golf Committee members listed below. Thank you for your favorable

response in helping to make this tournament a huge success.
Every year has been a sellout so don't hesitate and mail your registration promptly!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Rain or Shine
Both men & women are welcome
Registration starting at 8:30 am
Shotgun start at 10:00 am
Scramble Format—both men and women welcome
First 144 paid registrations will be confirmed to play
Continental Breakfast will be provided. Lunch will be provided
Cocktails following golf
Dinner Banquet — Dinner only — $40.00 per person

GREENS FEE

Early registration by April 15, 2005 $150.00 p/p
Payment received after April 15, 2005 $175.00 p/p
Registration fee includes:

18 holes of golf, cart, continental breakfast, lunch and dinner

Your donation to this golf tournament is tax deductible.

ATTIRE

Proper golf attire is require—Collared shirts.
No t-shirts, jeans of any kind, cut-offs or short-shorts.
Soft spikes required.

For further information please contact:

Harold Partamian at (781) 641-0002 or Dick Janjigian at (781) 329-4398. Order Form, over—

s
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6" Annual St. James Open Golf Tournament
Major Gift Opportunities

I/We would like to support the St. James Golf Tournament with this contribution/donation
to be recognized and to underwrite the cost of:

1 Tournament Sponsor $3,000 1 Lunch Sponsor $500
1 Banquet Sponsor $2,000 1 Breakfast Sponsor $250
1 Cocktail Reception Sponsor $1,000 1 150Yard Marker Sponsor $150
1 Corporate Sponsor $1,000 1 Hole Sponsor $100
1 Program Sponsor $100

(Entitled to one complimentary foursome) ad “In Memory of” $100

1 Other Donations / Contributions  $100

I would like my sign/ad for acknowledgment to read:

My Check for $ is enclosed.

Prize or Raffle Gift Opportunities
I/We would like to donate an auction, raffle or golf prize for The Fifth Annual St. James Golf tournament

Name/Company

Prize donated: Value: $

Please provide us with the following information to ensure correct recognition and acknowledgement.

Name/Company: Address:

Your Name: Tel:

Player Registration Form (Please fill out completely)

1. Name: Address:
Tel:
2. Name: Address:
Tel:
3. Name: Address:
Tel:
4. Name: Address:
Tel:
| have enclosed a check $ for # players at $150 per player.

I am bringing a guest(s) for the dinner banquet and have enclosed $40.00 per person to cover the cost.

Please print the name of the guest(s)

Please make check payable to St. James Armenian Church and mail to:
Dick Janjigian, 244 Dover Road, Westwood, MA 02090 (781) 329-4398
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Great Lenten Service Schedule

The Great Lent is the time of preparation for the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ. It is the living symbol of our
own life which is to be fulfilled in our resurrection from the dead with Christ. It is a time of renewed devotion — of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. It is a time of renewal of our minds, hearts and deeds in Christ and his teachings. It
is the time, most of all, for our return to the great commandments - to love God and our neighbors.

We invite and encourage the faithful to take this opportunity to renew themselves with Christ.

dU.ULYLul3N38 UGo MU.LLh LUUNhU v M

Utd Nwhipp wyl opowlG E tpp dhbp Yp wwuwpwuumplp nhdwinpym Lppunnup pwowipwn Swpmpebwl wolp:
UtiGp Anqtwku Yp ytpwlnpngmhlp wnoppeny tr dndwwwfimpbwdp: ULd Nwfipp qnemup 2powlG E, Gpp vkip
ubp dwpny, upnny e qnpdtpmy ppuwgnpdwd i Ahntiwd Y'prpwbe Lppuninup niumgmuGipmG: dbpswwku, wyu wyl
opowlG E tpp ukGp Yp yhpwnwnGuilp dtp Shpne wywumppwGGipmG' uppipm Uunmwd b dbp npughG:

Up fipuwpphbp G Yp pwowpbphbp AwitwwnmwghwGapp npwtugh wyu wnpeny yepwlinpngbG hphGg wGép Lphuwnnuny :

Wednesday, February 9, 2005
First Week of Great Lent

Gospel Reading - Matthew 6:1-21
Lenten Dinner 6:30 pm

Lenten Vigil Service 7:30 pm

Wednesday, February 16, 2005
Sunday of the Expulsion Week
Gospel Reading - Matthew 5:17-48
Lenten Dinner 6:30 pm

Lenten Vigil Service 7:30 pm

Wednesday, February 23, 2005
Sunday of the Prodigal Son Week

Gospel Reading - Luke 15:1-32
Lenten Dinner 6:30 pm

Lenten Vigil Service 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 2, 2005
Sunday of the Steward Week
Gospel Reading - Luke 16:1-31
Lenten Dinner 6:30 pm

Lenten Vigil Service 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 9, 2005
Sunday of the Judge Week
Gospel Reading - Luke 17:20-18:14
Lenten Dinner 6:30 pm

Lenten Vigil Service 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 16, 2005
Sunday of the Advent Week

Gospel Reading - Matthew 22:34-23:39
Lenten Dinner 6:30 pm

Lenten Vigil Service 7:30 pm

2nptipowpph, ®twmpmwp 9, 2005
Uké NMufiph Unwshl Cupwpp
Uihwnwpwih ChGptipgmd - Twwpeknu 2:1-21
Nwhph LGeppp dwip 6:30-hG

Zuymd dwup 7:30-hG

2nptipowpph, ®twmpmwp 16, 2005
Umnwpudwl Yppwlph 2wpwpep
UihwnwpwiGh LGptipgmd - Uwwpeknu G:17-48
Nwhph LGeppp dwip 6:30-hG

Zuymd dwuip 7:30-hG

2nptipowpph, @wmpmwp 23, 2005
UGwnwlp Uppuwlhhh 2wpwpep

UihwnwpwiGh LGptpgmd - Tmywu &¢G:1-32
Nwhph CGephp dwip 6:30-hG

Zuymd dwuip 7:30-hG

2nptipowpph, Uwupn 2, 2005
Stwnkup Uppwyhh 2wpwpp

UihwnwpwiGh LGptpgmd - Tmywu ¢2:1-31
Nwhph CGephe dwip 6:30-hG

Zuymd dwup 7:30-hG

2nptipowpph, Uwupn 9, 2005
DPuwnwinph Yppwlph 2wpwiep

UiivnwpwGh CGptipgnud - Tmywu dk:20-¢0L-14
Nwhph LGeppp dwip 6:30-hG

Zuymd dwup 7:30-hG

2nptippwpph, Pwpn 16, 2005
Qujuintiwli Uppwlph rwpwpep

UihwnwpwiGh LGptipgmd - Uwwpeknu bR:34-h4 -39
Nwhph LGeppp dwip 6:30-hG

Zuymd dwup 7:30-hG
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dpuwquwingh (pdw6) Umpp Mwuwunwpug GpiyniiwG  7:00
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Owlopnmpeb: ingtifwGqunbwi Mwownob sh’ Ywwwpmpp Uiwg Cwppmwb pGewgpht.
Rnnp AinghAwGqpunGtipp wyhwnp Yuwwwpmha Yppwyp Uwwph 3-hG:

UR. 2U.Shubh PR UGV

Solwlywl opipm wiu mpwju wnheny, thotigkp Qtp GytntghG i upwnwpmpu GmEpGhpny
Ywlgnmlb wwhtkgkp Qbp Awiwwmph wnnilp:
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U.GnGp npnGp Yp thwihpwphG dwnhyGup Gmpptp Cwnyuqupnh, Unwg Mppweh bt Qunymuwg
optipmG Awdwp, pnn pupiAwGhG GYtinkginy qpuubGiwyp AmwdwyGlp (617) 923-8860:
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March 20

March 22

March 23

March 24

March 25

March 26

March 27

Please Note: Requiem Services are not offered during Holy Week or on Easter Sunday.

SCHEDULE OF HOLY WEEK SERVICES - 2005

PALM SUNDAY - youTH DAY

Morning Service

Divine Liturgy

ACYOA -YOUTH DAY: Dinner and Program
Opening of Sanctuary Curtain (Turnpatzek)

HOLY TUESDAY - Remembrance of the Ten Maidens

Vespers Service of the Ten Maidens (Sunday School Students)

HOLY WEDNESDAY

Morning Service

HOLY THURSDAY - Remembrance of the Last Supper

Morning Service

Divine Liturgy - Holy Communion and Breakfast for Women's Guild
Washing of Feet Ceremony (Vodunluva) (Sunday School Students)
Remembrance of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Khavaroom)

HOLY FRIDAY

Remembrance of the Crucifixion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Remembrance of the Burial of Our Lord Jesus Christ

HOLY SATURDAY

Holy Communion and Breakfast for Children
Reading of Holy Scriptures (Armenian School Students)
Easter Eve Divine Liturgy (Jurakalooytz)

EASTER SUNDAY

Morning Service and Blessing of Four Corners of the Earth (Antasdan)
Divine Liturgy

Requests for Requiem (Hokehankisd) will be accepted for Sunday, April 3, 2005

8:00
10:00
12:30

4:00

7:30

10:00

8:00
9:30
6:30
9:00

1:00
7:30

9:00
6:00
7:00

8:00
10:00

am
am
pm
pm

pm

am

am
am
pm
pm

pm
pm

am
pm
pm

am
am

EASTER OFFERING - YUGHAKIN

Remember your Church during this holy season with a generous gift. Your Easter offering demonstrates your faith and serves the

needs of the House of God. With your help the church will continue to grow and serve as a fortress of our faith.

FLOWERS FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

Altar flowers are needed for the Holy Week and Easter. Parishioners who wish to donate flowers for Palm Sunday, Good Friday

and Easter Sunday, please call the church office (617) 923-8860
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Calendar of Events 2005

(All events at St. James unless otherwise specified)

March

Friday, March 4
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. St. James Hye Café
Reservations may be made for parties of 6 or more by
calling the church office at 617-923-8860

Saturday, March 5
Women'’s Saints Day - “Saintly Women's Day” -
Honoring Tsuveeg, a 5th century pious woman. This
years host parish for the New England parishes will be
our St. James Armenian Church

Monday, March 7
7:15 p.m. (6:30 p.m. Social Hour)
Men’s Club Meeting

Friday, March 11
7:00 p.m. (6:30 p.m. Social Hour)
Mr. and Mrs. Group Dinner Meeting

Saturday, March 19
9:30 a.m. Next Hearts of Hope gathering. All are welcome.

Sunday, March 20
PALM SUNDAY - Youth Day Banquet, hosted by ACYOA

Monday, March 21 — Saturday, March 26
HOLY WEEK: FOR COMPLETE HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
PLEASE SEE PAGE 33

Holy Thursday, March 24 - Remembrance of the Last Supper
Morning Service 8:00 am
Divine Liturgy - Holy Communion and Breakfast for Women'’s
Guild 9:30 am
Saturday, March 26
9:00 a.m. Children's Communion Service
9:45 a.m. St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian School and
St. James Sunday School Communion Breakfast

Sunday, March 27
EASTER
Women'’s Guild Bake Sale
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April

Friday, April 1
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. St. James Hye Café
Reservations may be made for parties of 6 or more by
calling the church office at 617-923-3860
Monday, April 4
7:15 p.m. (6:30 p.m. Social Hour)
Men’s Club Meeting

Friday, April 8
7:00 p.m. (6:30 p.m. Social Hour)
Mr. and Mrs. Group Dinner Meeting

Sunday, April 17
5:00 p.m. - 90th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,
Remembrance and Commemoration. Keljik Hall.
Monday, April 18
7:00 p.m. Women's Guild Meeting

Sunday, April 24
ARMENIAN MARTYRS’ DAY COMMEMORATION
8:00 a.m. — Morning Service (Matins)
10:00 a.m. — Divine Liturgy
Requiem Service and Blessing of Madagh
(Memorial Meal) at the Martyrs’ Monument

April 25- May 1
Diocesan Clergy Conference and Diocesan Assembly

hosted by Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs Bayside, NY.

“The new email updates are terrific! Thanks
for keeping us up to date on all that is
happening at St. James."”

Are you currently one of the many parishioners
receiving St. James News and Events updates?

If you would like to receive reminders and updates
of what is happening at our church (or know someone
who would) please send your email address(es) to:
stjamesnews@sthagop.com.

Every Week Except as Announced

Monday
9:30 a.m. — Mom/Dad and Toddler Play Group
7:30 p.m. — Bible Study (in English)

Tuesday

5:00 p.m. — Bingo (Early Bird: 6:45 p.m.)
Saturday

9:15 a.m. — St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian School
1:00 p.m. — Junior Choir/Chorale Rehearsal

Sunday

10:00 a.m. — St. James Sunday School

35
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Donations for “Looys”

We thank the following for their generosity and their support
of St. James and the publication of the Looys quarterly:

Peter and Gladys Abidian $ 40
John and Margaret Ahigian 100
Rev. Shahe and Yn. Mary Altounian 25
Mary Avedisian 25
Marion Bedrosian 25
Helen Donabedian 25
Alyce Gelenian 25
Carol T. Giffin 16
Marilyn E. Glover 25
Charles and Joyce Guleserian 50
Janet Hanzatian 25
George W. Haroutunian 25
Albert S. Hovannesian 100
Rose Hovannesian 100
Manouk and Anahid Keushgerian 100

In honor of the wedding of their daughter Carla
Keushgerian to Edward Walsh.

Harry and Gale Krikorian 80
In honor of Harry's 80th Birthday
Rose Magarian 75
Lucy Mardirosian 25
Vivian F. Mosgofian 25
Aghavni Ozcan 20
Dorothea S. Piranian 20
Herika Sarafian 25

In loving memory of her sisters Anahit, Ankine

and Nivart
Mary Selvinazian (Flushing, NY) 50
Araxie and Anne Toomajian 25

....................................... ){ a

PLEASE NOTE: There is an expense of approximately
$3,000 for publishing and mailing each issue of the Looys. Any
contributions sent to defray part of this cost are greatly
appreciated. Please use the form below to send your dona-
tion for this purpose.

St. James Armenian Apostolic Church
465 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA 02472

Donation for Looys in the Amount of $

Name:

Address:
City State Zip
Please list occasion if any:
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CALENDAR OF FEAST DAYS 2005

February

February 7, Monday — First day of Lent

February 13, Sunday — Sunday of the Expulsion

February 14, Monday — Presentation of the Lord to the Temple
February 20, Sunday — Sunday of the Prodigal Son

February 27, Sunday — Sunday of the Steward

March

March 2, Wednesday — Median Day of Lent, "Meechink"
March 5, Saturday — Forty Martyrs of Sebastia
Women’s Saints Day “Saintly Women’s Day” —
Honoring Tsuveeg a 5th century pious woman. This years
host parish for the New England parishes will be our
St. James Armenian Church.
March 6, Sunday — Sunday of the Judge
March 12, Saturday — St. Gregory the Enlightener
(Commitment to the pit)
March 13, Sunday — Sunday of the Advent
March 19, Saturday — Remembrance of the Raising of Lazarus
March 20, Sunday — Palm Sunday
March 22, Tuesday — Remembrance of the Ten Maidens
7:30 p.m. — Service of the Ten Maidens (Sunday School)
March 24, Thursday — Holy Thursday
8:00 a.m. — Morning Service (Matins)
9:30 a.m. — Divine Liturgy
6:30 p.m. — Washing of the Feet (Vodunluva)
9:00 p.m. — Memorial of the Passion of Christ (Khavaroom)
March 25, Friday — Holy Friday
1:00 p.m. Memorial of the Crucifixion
7:30 p.m. Memorial of the Burial of Christ
March 26, Saturday — Holy Saturday
9:00 a.m. — Holy Communion and Breakfast for children
6:00 p.m. — Reading of Sacred Prophecies
by St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian School students.
7:00 p.m. — Easter Eve Divine Liturgy (Jurakalooytz)
March 27, Sunday — Easter Sunday
Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ

April
April 7, Thursday — Annunciation to the Virgin Mary
April 24, Sunday — Armenian Martyrs’ Day
(90th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide)
8:00 a.m. — Morning Service (Matins)
10:00 a.m. — Divine Liturgy
Followed by Requiem Service (Hokehankist) and
Blessing of Madagh.

Feast of Apparition of the Holy Cross.

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH




IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Pastoral Care: Home and Hospital Clergy Visits

The clergy are always available to visit homebound and hospitalized parishioners. If you or someone you know is ill or hos-
pitalized and would like to be visited, please call the church office at (617) 923-8860. Please note: when asked about your
religion at a hospital, patients should list themselves as “Armenian Orthodox” or “Armenian” but certainly not “other.”

Requiem Service/Hokehankisd

Arrangements for Requiem Service, Altar Flowers and Candles should be made through the church office by Thursday at
noon. Please note that in accordance with the canons of the Armenian Church, Requiem Services may not be performed
on the five major feast days: Armenian Christmas, Easter, The Feast of the Transfiguration, The Feast of the Assumption of
Holy Mary the Mother of God, and The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Requiem Service requests are announced
in the Sunday Bulletin.

Special Prayers

The celebrant/priest prays for all the faithful during the Sunday Divine Liturgy. The Pastor will offer prayers for specific
intentions (recovery from illness, etc.) upon your request. Special prayer requests are announced in the Sunday Bulletin.
Please call the Pastor’s office if you would like special prayers offered.

Sunday Fellowship Hour

Each Sunday following church services, parishioners enjoy a fellowship hour. It is a custom in the Armenian Church to host
a fellowship in memory of loved ones. We also encourage our faithful to host a fellowship hour in celebration of a special
event. Please call the church office to make arrangements and for more information.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SACRAMENTS

Parishioners should contact the church office to make arrangements for weddings, baptisms or funerals to ensure the
Pastor's and church's availability. All services must follow the Canons of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church. In
accordance with Diocesan discipline mandated by the Primate, all Sacraments must be administered in the church sanc-
tuary which has been consecrated for the celebration of these sacred rites. All arrangements for guest clergy to partici-
pate in sacraments, according to protocol, must be initiated and made through the Pastor's office after consultation with
the Pastor.

Baptisms and Chrismations

All baptisms must be scheduled at least two months in advance by calling the church dffice. The office will provide the
parents additional details and forms at that time. According to the Armenian Church canons, a Baptism may only be per-
formed once in a person's lifetime, provided such Baptism has been performed in a Christian Church and in the name of
the Holy Trinity. At least one of the godparents must be a member of the Armenian Orthodox Church.

Weddings

Parishioners should contact the church office at least eight months prior to the date of a wedding. A couple must contact
St. James to confirm the availability of the Pastor and sanctuary prior to making or confirming any other wedding arrange-
ments. All weddings are to follow the Canons of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church and the laws of the State of
Massachusetts. The couple must meet with the Pastor at least once before the wedding date for pre-marital preparation.
The church office will make all necessary arrangements for the deacon, organist and soloist, and will provide the couple
with additional details and forms. Weddings may not take place on Sunday mornings, during Great Lent or Holy Week, or
on the five major feast days: Armenian Christmas, Holy Easter, The Feast of the Transfiguration, The Feast of the
Assumption of Holy Mary the Mother of God, and The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

Funerals

Families should make arrangements with the funeral director of their choice. The funeral director will contact the church
office to arrange the date and the time of the funeral service. Generally, St. James Armenian Church coordinates funerals
with Bedrosian Funeral Home and Giragosian Funeral Home; both are located in Watertown and are familiar with our
Church traditions. Funerals may not be performed on religious holidays, major feast days, Saturdays after 3:00 p.m., or on
Sundays.
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