
Participants in the 2007 St. James Vacation Bible
School gathered the week of July 16-21 to Run the Good
Race with God!  Children from the ages of 5 to 10 gathered
at St. James for another wonderful summer-week filled with
fun, sports, crafts, singing, dancing, activities, and new
friendships!  The energy and excitement filled the church,
as the children came to VBS with abundant smiles, open
hearts and wonderful spirits!

The theme of this year’s VBS was “Running the Good
Race!” Children learned about God and the Armenian
Church, made Christian and Armenian religious crafts, and
learned to make nushkhar with Fr. Arakel, the Pastor of St.
James. They also learned English and Armenian songs and
enthusiastically participated in sports and activities.

At the end of the week the children once again put on a
presentation for their parents. The children’s enthusiasm
and laughter was a delightful end to a wonderful week.

Yn. Natasha Aljalian, Marina Minasian and Jennifer
Tagarelis planned this year’s VBS programming. Special
gratitude is due to Marina Minasian, who directed the VBS
program each day, to Melissa Diranian and Christa
Bazarian who — together with Marina — served as VBS

2007 Vacation Bible School

Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, formerly
Dn. Jason, was ordained to the Order
of the Holy Priesthood at St. James on
June 16 and 17, 2007. The ordination
was a special occasion for all in our
parish, to witness a son of St. James
dedicating his life to serving the
Armenian Church and its faithful.
Following his period of seclusion, Fr.
Hovnan celebrated Divine Liturgy at St. James on Sunday, July 29, 2007. He has
been assigned to the St. Hagop Armenian Church in St. Petersburg, Florida.
We pray that God guide and bless Der Hovnan and Yn. Anna, and that He give
them strength as they begin their new ministry.

Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian Ordained

instructors, and to the enthusiastic young adults of St. James who volunteered
their time to assist and spend time with the youth. Special thanks also to Leslie
Cristello who assisted Der Arakel in teaching the children how to make nushkhar.

Save the dates and plan for the 2008 Vacation Bible School, which will once
again be held the third week of July – July 14-18, 2008!

 



OR YEARS, LIKE MANY OF US I SUSPECT, I would come
to church on Sundays to worship, and then attend a few
functions at the cultural center throughout the year, all
without giving much thought as to the actual monetary

cost involved in operating the church. Over the years, I had come
to simply expect that the church would always be there for us. The
problem is that the church and cultural center don’t just miracu-
lously exist. They exist only due to the generosity, commitment and
vision of parishioners, past and present. This group of dedicated
parishioners is unfortunately a small percentage of our parish.
Many of our parishioners really don’t understand what is involved
in the day-to-day operations of the church and its facilities. I am
constantly being asked why the church always seems to be asking
for money. How much money does the church really need? 

Did you know that the annual operating budget for the Church,
the Cultural Center, the rectory, and the parking lot across from the
church for calendar year 2007 is in excess of $850,000? This figure
does NOT include any capital improvements or other building 
renovations. It costs in excess of $850,000 each year just to oper-
ate and maintain our facilities, purchase building insurance, pay
utilities, purchase supplies, pay salaries and pay our annual dues
to the Diocese and other routine expenses.

Only approximately $70,000 of this amount comes from annual
membership dues. Our subsidiary organizations did an outstanding
job in 2006 by raising more than $63,000 combined, while our Bingo
volunteers raised an additional $69,000 in 2006. Events like the

bazaar and picnic account for more than $80,000 of the annual
budget thanks to dozens of dedicated volunteers who make these
events a huge success every year. We should be proud of what our
volunteers are able to achieve and one might think that these
events should be sufficient to sustain any church. The reality is that
it costs so much more. 

Did you know that in 2006, the total cost for electricity was just
over $39,000, while gas and oil for the same period was more than
$43,000, which is a total of more than $6,750 each and every month,
just for these essential utilities? By comparison, the average 
monthly Sunday plate offering in 2006 was just under $4,600, which
by any standard is extraordinarily generous, but by the same token,
it’s not enough to even pay for the lights, heat and air conditioning
on a daily basis. Unlike many local churches, our church sanctuary
is open every day so our parishioners can worship. Our Cultural
Center is alive with activity all week long, from Bingo to Armenian
language classes for adults, to Bible Study, to sports and other
youth activities, and Armenian school on Saturdays, to our Sunday
School, which remains tuition free for all parishioners as a commit-
ment to instilling and developing faith in our youth.

Did you know that the Looys is mailed to approximately 2400
households on the church’s general mailing list? Did you know
that if each household receiving a Looys pledged just $1 a day plus
an extra $3 on Christmas and Easter, the entire budget for the year
would be covered? Now you know.
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PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Did you know??

Nishan and Margrit Atinizian assumed full financial responsibility
for the FAR Gyumri Soup Kitchen project, which provides a warm and
safe environment, meals, and fellowship to the 200 seniors who depend
on the soup kitchen and senior center. The Atinizians hope to expand
the facilities at the soup kitchen in the future, to provide a more mod-
ern kitchen and increased room for socializing and other programs. 

The Primate, Der Arakel, the
Atinizians, together with other Diocesan
Council and FAR Board members, visited
the center with others from the Eastern
Diocese this summer as part of a joint
visit by the FAR Board of Directors and
the Diocesan Council members to tour
FAR's projects in Armenia.

Parishioners Generously
Sponsor FAR Gyumri
Soup Kitchen

F

Nishan and Margrit Atinizian at the dedication of the FAR
Soup Kitchen in Gyumri this July, pictured with Eastern
Diocesan Primate Abp. Khajag Barsamian and St. James
Pastor Fr. Arakel Aljalian.
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St. James has 725 individual dues-paid members and over 2000
families in our parish. Of these families, only 270 have made an
active commitment to date. We extend our gratitude to them for
their generosity and support of the church and its mission. 

• 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign Goal $3,000,000.00

• Commitments to the Capital Campaign
as of August 15, 2007 $1,977,231.00

We have accomplished much as a result of our Capital
Campaign. Our church sanctuary has been renovated; masonry,
roofing and other improvements have been made to the exterior
of our church; and our Child Care Center is celebrating its first
anniversary! 

Monies received by St. James $ 1,026,439.93
Expenditures to Date $ 453,000.00
Remaining cash on hand $ 573,439.93
Planned Expenditures (2008-2010)

Capital Improvements $ 1,387,000.00
Programming $ 1,110,000.00
Support/Overhead $ 40,000.00

Additional pledges needed
to fully achieve Strategic Plan $ 1,022,769.00

Additional monies which must be received/
collected to fully achieve Strategic Plan $ 1,973,560.07

75th Anniversary Capital Campaign
and Strategic Plan Update

Expenditures to Date $ 314,000
(Planned Expenditures 2008-2010) $ 1,387,000
Includes:

Cultural Center – Roof $ 120,000
Cultural Center – HVAC $ 1,000,000
Keljik Hall/Mirak Hall –

Replacement of Floor $ 177,000
Gift and Bookshop $ 100,000

TOTAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS: $ 1,700,000

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Our Strategic Plan can be implemented only to the extent of the suc-
cess of the Capital Campaign. We all will benefit from these improve-
ments to our church. If you have not made a commitment, please join
your fellow parishioners by making a meaningful pledge. Our goal is
to have 100% participation. Every pledge, of every size, matters and
makes a real difference. 

Note – The Cultural Center has neared the end of its life. While a
worn building indicates an active and vibrant parish, there are
much needed additional expenditures: the renovation of class-
rooms, restrooms, lobby area. These numbers are not included in
these figures, which only include the minimum repairs only.

Expenditures to Date $ 29,000
(Planned Expenditures 2008-2010) $ 1,100,000
Includes:

Youth Minister and Programming,
Elder Transportation, Child Care Center,
Armenia Outreach/Service/Education, 
Social Services, Welcoming Program,
and Educational Programs.

TOTAL PROGRAMMING $ 1,139,000

PROGRAMMING

Expenditures to Date $ 1,100,000
(Planned Expenditures 2008-2010) $ 40,000

TOTAL SUPPORT/OVERHEAD $ 150,000
TOTAL STRATEGIC PLAN $ 3,000,000

OVERHEAD

Please note: Allocated spending is 60% towards Capital Improvements, 40% towards Programming (of total collected income after pay-
ing overhead costs.)
Expenditures to date were outlined in the last issue of the Looys.

The Fall 2007 Issue of the Looys
will acknowledge with gratitude all St. James parishioners and friends

who have committed to the Capital Campaign to date!
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On Sunday, June 3, 2007, 11 young adults
came together and attended church services
for the final time as a Sunday school class,
preparing to graduate from the St. James
Armenian Church Sunday School. This year’s
Sunday School graduates were: Alexander
Abdalian, Darren Ansbigian, Tiana Babigian,
Christa Bazarian, Edward Berberian, Julie
Cristello, Jessica Karevicius, Erin Kazizian,
Amy McDermott, Lauren Metjian, and
Rachel Pugh.

The graduates took part in the Divine
Liturgy by reading the Scripture readings,
passing the Kiss of Peace, and leading the
Confession. Following Holy Communion, Fr.

Arakel began the Graduation ceremony by
awarding the diplomas and certificates to the
graduates, after which the graduates to came
forward to reaffirm their Baptismal vows. 

In his sermon, Fr. Arakel lovingly spoke to
the graduates. He wished them well, remind-
ing them to use what they have learned in
their Sunday School classes to help them
make good decisions, and that, no matter
where life may take them, their St. James
family is always here for them.

A reception honoring our 2007 graduates
was held in Keljik Hall where the entire parish
was invited to share in fellowship. Prior to the
reception, the graduating class performed a

series of three skits depicting Christian values
in today’s world.  Very moving and sincere
addresses were given by Darren Ansbigian
(Salutatorian) and Erin Kazizian (Vale-
dictorian) to their peers and the parishioners.

Sunday School Graduation

St. James Sunday School Promotion Sunday was held
on June 10, 2007. Students from grades Kindergarten
through 10th Grade assembled in Keljik Hall for worship
service and the year-end promotion ceremony. Certificates
of promotion to next year’s class and attendance pins were
awarded by teachers. Following this assembly, all students
and families attended Divine Liturgy. Fifth grade students
who served on the altar as acolytes, under the direction
and guidance of Sub-Deacon Peter Babigian and Mr.
Robert Jingozian, were acknowledged with acolyte pins
and certificates of appreciation.

HOMECOMING SUNDAY – 
Calendar for First Day of Sunday School Classes

Sunday, September 16, 2007
9:30 a.m. Sunday School New Registration (Lobby, Cultural Center)

10:00 a.m. Sunday School Worship Service and Opening Day Assembly 
(Keljik Hall-All Students/Parents)

10:30 a.m. Students- To Classes

11:15 a.m. Grades K-3 Students dismissed to parents
Grades 4-11 Students to church w/class

12:30 p.m. Homecoming Breakfast (Keljik Hall)
Immediately following Divine Liturgy
Enjoy family, friends, fellowship, and a delicious breakfast 
prepared by our Sunday School parents. Adults $7
Children and Sunday School Students: Complimentary

Promotion Sunday
Please mark your calendars – The 2007-2008 Sunday School year begins on September 16, 2007!

Welcome 
home 

everyone!

On this last day of Sunday School, and in a change from
his normal children’s sermon where Der Arakel asks them
questions, the children asked him questions. Needless to
say, the questions ranged from thoughtful to insightful to
humorous.  With that, Sunday school and church services
gave way to a fun filled St. James Picnic and the start of
summer vacation! 



ACYOA Juniors
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St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian School Celebrates
Graduation and Begins Preparations for September 

The St. Sahag and St. Mesrob
Armenian School celebrated the gradu-
ation of five students on May 20th. Aram
Andonian, Nicholas Kazizian, Deanna
Minasian, Alec Seferian and Aram
Soukiasian have shown dedication and
commitment toward their language and
cultural studies, attending school each
Saturday morning over the course of
many years. Ms. Mayda Yetimian guided
each graduating student through a chal-
lenging graduation year program
requirements. In addition to their diplo-
mas, Der Arakel, Pastor of St. James,
and Mrs. Marina Minasian, the
Superintendent of the Saturday School,
presented each graduate with a
graduation photo album and book.
Graduation day was a joyful culmination
to the end of this phase of their studies. 

St. James was host to 150 ACYOA Juniors from twelve parishes
throughout our Diocese for Hye M’rtsoom Weekend over Memorial
Day. The festivities began with Opening Ceremonies on Friday Night.
Saturday morning began with morning service followed by an
insights program presented by Jennifer Morris, Diocese Youth
Outreach Coordinator, who spoke about the challenges of being a
Christian youth in today’s society.  Saturday also saw exciting sports
competitions in basketball, volleyball and individual sports. After din-
ner with their host families, the participants returned for an evening
of dancing, with our own DJ Ara providing the music.

Participants attended Divine Liturgy at St. James on Sunday
morning before the thrilling sports finals. The highlight of the 
weekend was the Sunday “Hye Society” Awards Ball. The Bob
Raphalian Ensemble had participants dancing through the night and
chefs Stan Tagarelis and Paul Abdalian presented a delicious and
grand buffet dinner.

The true highlight of the evening was when the St. James
ACYOA Juniors received ACYOA Central Council’s 2007 ACYOA

Junior Chapter “A” Award. This award is given “to an ACYOA Chapter
organization that has done its best to create an atmosphere 
conducive to Christian love, education, and service.” 

The memorable weekend ended with Chef Steve Derderian’s 
outstanding breakfast buffet on Monday morning, and an invitation to
all participants return to St. James in October for the Youth Gathering
with His Holiness Karekin II.

REGISTRATION for the upcoming school year will be held on 
Saturday, September 15 at 9:00 am, Mirak Hall

For further information please contact St. James office at 617-923-8860 or 
Superintendent Ms. Marina Minasian at 978-663-1755.

Additional information can also be obtained at www.sthagop.com/ArmenianSchool.

Also taking place this morning was
the graduation of our kindergartners:
Gina Herosian, Katya Maserejian, Viken
Meneshian, Christopher Gigian, Sarah
Kaprielian,  and Adrena Seferian. On
this special day, students and the staff
prepared a special program which
emphasized who we truly are as 

Armenians, including Armenian lan-
guage, the music, and literature. 
A delicious buffet luncheon organized
by the Armenian school staff, PTO, and
parents of the graduates followed.
Thank you to all who made this day 
special and memorable especially for
the graduates.  
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Picnic fun at St. James
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Picnic Raff le
W I N N E R S

Leon Kachadorian . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1000

Patricia McCoy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500

Doris Hazerjian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Michael Manion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Edward K. Keljik Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHURCH

60th Annual Bazaar!
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

OCTOBER 12 & 13, 2007
Delicious Ethnic Armenian Food& Pastries!

$100 Raffle • $5,000  Grand Prize!
(Only 375 Tickets Sold)

Silent Auction • $2 Raffle

We look forward to seeing you
at this year’s Bazaar!

St. James Cultural and Youth Center
465 Mt.Auburn Street,Watertown, MA

X
Call the church office at 617-923-8860 for details.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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The St. James Women’s Guild has
had an active spring season. From March
through June, we were very busy enjoying
delicious meals, being entertained and
fundraising.

It all began in March with our tradition-
al Lenten Dinner, prepared by our perennial
chefs Margaret Janikian, Shake Gabriel,
and Agavni Ozcan.

April was one of our busiest months.
Beginning with the Holy Thursday Com-
munion Breakfast, in memory of Helen
Yapchaian and donated by Shakeh Gabriel.

Our April activities included the prepa-
ration and carry through of our Easter Bake
Sale. Dozens of choreg and colored eggs,
cream khadayif were prepared and sold to our parishioners. We
thank everyone for assisting us especially Anna and Lucy Bedirian.
This was the best sale ever! The preparation and distribution of
Madagh for Armenian Martyrs Day concluded our April activities.

The Guild continued their assistance to the Church and various
organizations in May, Guild members assisted the ACYOA Sports
Weekend by preparing and donating 160 sandwiches for our youth.  

Of course, we celebrated Mother’s Day at our May meeting. A
delicious dinner was prepared and donated by Hrip Parsikian and
Valentine Garabedian. Our guest entertainers, William Musserian,
Janet Khalarian, Mary Bazarian and Stephanie Hagopian empha-
sized the value of Motherhood. And Alice Seferian had an 80th birth-
day surprise!

The year ended with a “Bang”. The first Derby Race was pro-
duced by the Guild.  A catered luncheon by Vickie Lee’s preceded
the festivities.  And then we were “Off to the Races” Our jockeys,
Swifty Clinton, Annie Oakely Garaedian, Arak Kurkjian, Galloping
Mimi Samuelian, Betty Ohanian, and Rookie Avedisian made every
effort to win. Thank you to Elaine Patapanian who donated this
luncheon in memory of her mother Helen Zona.

We would like to thank our “friends” of the Guild that helped us
throughout out the Spring. These friends include Kenneth and Michael
Samuelian, Mark Kavonian, Arsen Minasian and Charlie Dagavarian.

Preparations for the Annual Bazaar are underway.
The Guild is an active group, assisting the church, and the

church community with love and entertainment. Join us!

Women’s Guild

The Mr. & Mrs. Group met in April and May
with each month’s committee serving delicious
dinners, followed by brief business meetings.

On June 15th we had our meeting in conjunc-
tion with our Annual Franks and Beans Supper
and Raffle. The Raffle was again successful and
was chaired by Raffi Yeghiayan.  

After the Raffle, elections were held and the
same slate was re-elected unanimously.

New members
are always welcome!
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St. James Three-Mile
WALKATHON

to benefit

The Catholicos Karekin II “Build On Faith” Habitat
for Humanity Project

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2007
1 p.m. (Following Divine Liturgy)

Rain or Shine

Last year, our parish surpassed our goal by raising
enough money to sponsor more than one house.

2007: Our Challenge
St. James has pledged to

sponsor 3 houses!

Registration Fee $15 (includes lunch)

Join us as we come together as a parish in a common
cause, to walk beside and help our brothers and sisters

in Armenia. We encourage all parishioners to
participate and walk, and/or to sponsor a walker.

Sponsorship forms are available in the
church office and youth office. 

For information:
please call Sharon Bazarian at 617-923-0142

or e-mail sbazarian@rcn.com

St. James Armenian Apostolic Church
465 Mt. Auburn Street
Watertown, MA 02472

Summer 2007
St.Vartan Camp * St. Nersess Summer Programs
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Shant Onnik Broukian, son of Raphael and Astgik Broukian,
graduated from Boston University with a Bachelor of Arts
in Psychology. He was a member of the Psi Chi National Honor
Society for Psychology and on the Dean’s List. He will continue
his studies pursuing a Master of Arts in Medical Sciences
at Boston University School of Medicine in the Fall of 2007. 

Melissa Diranian, daughter of Richard and Karen Diranian,
graduated from Arlington High School. She will attend Babson
College in the Fall of 2007. 

John Delanjian Hennessey, son of John and Susan Hennessey,
graduated from the Thayer Academy in Braintree. John was a
member of the Varsity Hockey Team, received the Valicenti
Award, and the ISL Council All League Award, and was also
a member of the Varsity Baseball Team. He plans to attend
St. Anselm College in New Hampshire beginning in the Fall of
2007, where he will study criminal justice. 

The 8th annual St. James Open Golf Tournament got under way under ideal weather conditions, on Monday,
May 14, 2007 at the beautiful Oakley Country Club in Watertown, Massachusetts.

A maximum field of 148 golfers registered to compete and enjoy a wonderful, full day of golf and camaraderie.
Following a continental breakfast, the field teed off at 10:00 a.m. Lunch was provided on the golf course.
Before a delicious dinner was served, Der Arsen Barsamian, Associate Pastor of St. James greeted the over-

flow attendees and thanked them for their support as well as thanking the golf committee for their continued com-
mitment and hard work before rendering the invocation.

Committee members Vasken Babigian and Dick Janjigian conducted the raffle and Silent Auction respectively.
Tournament Director Harold Partamian took the opportunity to thank all the donors and sponsors who partici-

pated in any manner for their continued support prior to presenting and awarding team and individual golfing
prizes.  He also praised his outstanding committee and the volunteers who helped on tournament day without
whom the successful day could not have been achieved.

Eight Annual St. James Open Golf Tournament

Men’s Club presenting a check,
representing the proceeds of the

Golf Tournament, to St. James
Pastor Fr. Arakel Aljalian.

A special thank to Mardi Balgochian
Scalese and Leslie Cristello who volun-
teered to be the official tournament pho-
tographers.

Once again, a heartfelt thanks to all
who participated in making this Eight
Annual Golf Tournament a social and
financial success. 

— Harold R. Partamian,
Tournament Director

John William Henry III ("Jake"), son of John W. Henry and
Elizabeth Kurkjian-Henry of Winchester and the grandson of the
late Anoosh and Rosella Kurkjian, graduated with distinction in
his field of study from Connecticut College with a degree in
Classics. Jake was a member of the Camels Men’s Hockey Team,
a tri-captain, and the 2007 recipient of the Anita DeFrantz Award
for outstanding senior male athlete at Connecticut College. 

Andrea Zeytoonjian, daughter of Henry and Carol (Tashjian)
Zeytoonjian and the granddaughter of Lucine Tashjian and the
late Souren Tashjian, and the late Edward and Armen
Zeytoonjian, graduated from Tufts University with a Bachelor of
Science in both Clinical Psychology and Community Health.
Andrea was a Dean’s List student, member of the Armenian Club,
chair of Tufts’ chapter of Chi Omega Fraternity, and an active
member of the community outreach and service organizations.
She also interned at Children's Hospital Boston/Dana Farber
Cancer Institute, where she worked to develop a psychosocial
support program for siblings of pediatric cancer patients. This
summer, she began work as a research associate for a Boston-
based pharmaceutical consulting group.

Graduations
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JUNE 2007
Alexander Sarkis Riley – June 2, 2007

Son of Thomas W. and Mariam E. (Grigorian) Riley, Jr.
Godparents: Hakop Jack Grigorian and Sandra Castro

Siranush Helen Tolmoyan – June 2, 2007
Daughter of Hagip Tolmoyan and Hranush T. Davtyan

Godparents: Grigor and Haykanush Tngryan

Beckett Asadoor Stratton – June 9, 2007
Son of Frederick P. and Keri L. (Sarajian) Stratton

Godparents: Gregory A. Norman and Kimberly A. Sarajian

Andranik Paul Melkonian – June 10, 2007
Son of Arman and Zardar Melkonian

Godparents: Karapet and Alice Ayanian 

JULY 2007
Mae Alexander Tumasz – July 14, 2007

Daughter of Erik and Laura Tumasz
Godparents: Saro Philip Iskenderian and Susan Kerri Moore

Karina Alison Boyadjian – July 14, 2007
Daughter of Sebouh and Maral Boyadjian

Godparents: Raffi and Sandy Boyadjian

George Alexander Tatarouns – July 15, 2007
Son of Peter Tatarouns and Lauren Keane Tatarouns

Godparents: Christopher Keane, Timothy Keane 
and Suzanne Tucker

David Ruben Mikaelyan – July 15, 2007
Son of Myhailo and Diana Mikaelyan
Godparents: Eric and Nana Gazaryan

George Alexander Tatarouns – July 15, 2007
Son of Peter Tatarouns and Lauren Keane Tatarouns

Godparents: Christopher Keane, Timothy Keane 
and Suzanne Tucker

Petros Shahbazyan – July 28, 2007
Son of Hovhannes and Seta Shahbazyan

Godparents: Markos and Hripsime Shahbazyan

Gabriel Freitas Cinar – July 29, 2007
Son of Murat and Daniela F. Cinar

Godparents: David Golisano and Patricia Freitas Santos

Julia Jbid Frangul – July 29, 2007
Daughter of Ufuk Frangul and Eva Gondelen

Godparents: Varujan and Hilda Ozcan

JUNE 2007
Tavit Cinar and Dana Jeanine Wallis

June 3, 2007
Best Man: Michael Lohnes

Maid of Honor: Sevan Lohnes

Jason E. Hill and Lisa Cherkerzian
June 9, 2007

Best Man: Antonio Puleo
Maid of Honor: Sara Cherkerzian

JULY 2007
Hagop Meroujan Kirichian and Melissa Joi Bradshaw

July 7, 2007
Best Man: Hratch Emirkhanian

Maid of Honor: Stephanie Levesane

George Andrew Talatinian and Shelley Marie Barger
July 7, 2007

Best Man: John Talatinian
Maid of Honor: Elizabeth Talatinian

Sarkis Hagop Boyajian and Maro Zakaryan
July 22, 2007

Best Man: Hagop Kouyoumjian
Maid of Honor: Lena Kouyoumjian

JUNE 2007
Van “Max” Maksabedian – June 6, 2007

Arpeny “Penny” Kolgian – June 12, 2007

Karlen Goukassian – June 20, 2007

Aramais Gukasovich Asaturov – June 28, 2007

JULY 2007
John E. Williams – July 2, 2007

Grace Masoian – July 2, 2007

Varujan Agopyan – July 5, 2007

Beverly Ann (Yacobian) Martini – July 7, 2007

Helen Onanian – July 13, 2007

Sayad Yegiazarian – July 30, 2007

Baptisms& Chrismations
You have been Baptised in Christ. Alleluia

Weddings
And the two shall become one

Funerals
May Christ Our God shed His Eternal Light upon 

the souls of our dearly departed. May God bless the souls of the
deceased and comfort the members of their families.
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George Yapchaian
April 4, 2007

Michael G. and Gayle M. 
Yapchaian

Cheryl A. and 
Richard M. Bagdasarian

A Friend  
Rev. Fr. Tateos and 

Yn. Margaret Abdalian
Mary and Sarah Agabian
Rose Ann Akopov
Harry and Azniv Amiralian
Phyllis Ananian
Judith, David and 

Joseph V. Ananian and Families
Bertha D. Andonian
Kaspar, Jayne, Aram and 

Armen Andonian
Richard and Adrenna Antreasian
Sarah Arabian
Eleanor Arakelian
Dianne L. Aspuru
Mike and Anita Assarian
Hamest Atamian
Jerair and Carol Babikyan
Dr. and Mrs. Jacob C. Baboian
Marion M. Badrigian
Michael A. and 

Florence B. Bahtiarian
Rose Barsamian and Family
Margaret Bejian
Robert Bejoian
Rose Bejoian
Sara and James Bejoian
Mary Bergoudian
Paul T. Boghosian
Victoria Boghosian
Don and Sunny Boghosian
Ruth K. and George Bournazian
Nadine Bournazian
David and Dorothy Bournazian
Samuel A and Margaret C.
Bozoian
Edward and Mary Brewster
Josephine and Shirley Cavallo
Grace Ciccotelli and Detta
Baldwin
Leslie and Jim Cristello and Family
Raymond Davidian
Karen Dederyan
Lucille, John and George
Demirjian
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Der Minasian
Haig and Donna Deranian
Setrak and Paul DerBoghosian
Shakea Gabriel
Jeety Gandhi
Anne Garabedian
Valentine Garabedian
Anoush Garabedian and 

Helen A. Serijan
Lillian Garbouchian
Miriam Gargarian
Charles Gazarian
Arshag Gechijian
Mary George
Virginia Gettings
Crosby and Marge Goshgarian
Dorothy Goshgarian and 

Marilyn Larkin
Nishan and Mary Goudsouzian
Merrill D. and Carol Griff
Charles and Joyce Guleserian
Edward and Nancy Guleserian
Mr. and Mrs. Hagop Hachikian   
Mr. and Mrs. Varoujan Hachikian 

and Family
Anita Hadjian
Rose Hagopian

Mary-Ann K. Hagopian
Sarah A. Hajenlian
Gail Haroutunian

George Haroutunian
Abe Harutunian
Ruth Harutunian
Susan and Kim Hazarvartian
Hilda Hevesian
Zevart M. Hollisian
Marion and Marsha Hovenesian
Margaret and Mary Hovnanian
Bertha and Carol Hoyen
Manus Ipek
Margaret Janikian
Sonia A. Janikian
Dr. and Mrs. C. Robert Jingozian
Margarite and Harry Jurjurian
Leon W. Kachadorian
Grace Kaloostian
Ilse Kaprielian and Albert Sack
Ann O. Kaprielian
Rose Z. Karibian
Helen Kashgegian
Glen and Diane Kashgegian
Krikor and Nancy Kassabian
Siranoush Kassabian
Edward K. and Nirva Kazanjian
Paul, David and Maria Kazanjian
Rev. Fr. Yeprem and 

Yn. Judy Kelegian
Linda Keljik
Benjamin Kelerjian
Souren and Virginia Keoleian
Marlin R. Keshishian
Queenie Keumurian
John and Brenda Khederian
Susan and Victor Kingsley
Elizabeth Klomgian
Jennie Koumjian
Gale and Harry Krikorian
Roger and Diane Krikorian
Nancy Madanian Reppucci 

and Family
Richard and Donna Madanjian
Arthur and Gail Madenjian
Alice Mallumian
Lucy Mardirosian
Margaret R. Masmanian
Gladys and Anna Medzorian
Alice K. Mellian
Elsie V. Minassian and Family
George and Anne Mooradian
Dr. John and Claire Musserian
Ann Nahabedian
Mildred Nahabedian
Michael and Sona Naroian
(Sarajian) and Family
Lawrence and Lucy O'Brien
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Ohannessian
Agavni Ozcan
Sam and Armand Paboojian
Marilyn Papazian
Arthur and Mary Papazian
James and Stella Parechanian
Harry and Hripsime Parsekian
Harold and Gladys Partamian
Christine Peterson and 

Scott McLeod
Mr. and Mrs. James Peterson
Jacob and Audrey Pilibosian
Gary Pogharian
Valentine Pogharian 
Paul Pogharian and Family
Thomas and Diane Prendergast
Linda Sahagian
Elvira Sallese
Robert Sanasarian
Herika Sarafian
Mrs. Mary Sarajian
Harry, Debbie and Kim Sarajian
Mitchell, Ann and 

Kristopher Sarajian

Harry and Irene Sarkisian
Helen Sarkisian
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Seferian
Daniel G. Shadbegian
Diane Shadbegian
Yeprad and Mary Shadbegian
Gay A. Shenloogian
Thomas M. and Diane M. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Linda and 

Sarkis Soukiasian
St. James Women’s Guild
Stan, Lori, Jennifer and 

Stephen Tagarelis
Richard, Ann and 

Talene Tarvezian
Haig and Rosalie Tekeyan
Annette E. Terzian
John and Diana Topjian
Totovian Family
Maryann Tutunjian
Mr. Eric Waldron Wat. 

Savings Bank
George Yapchaian
Edward and Josephine Yapchian
Mr. and Mrs. Raffi P. Yeghiayan
Anna Yeshilian
Mary and Clyde Younger
Amy and Arra Zeytoonian
Total $5,865

Louis A. Papazian
April 20, 2007

Peter, Sylvia, Pete-PJ, Roberta 
and Jane Collette and Family

George and Gladys Balekjian
Ramela Carman
Barry Kolgian
Greg and Luanne Malkasian
Edward and Cheryl Panjian
Arthur and Louise Panosian 

and Family
Arthur, Christi and 

Marc Papazian
Sara, Denise and 

Vahey Takvorian
Total $880 

Sonia Mnazakanian  
April 24, 2007

Harry, Alice and Ara Avakian
Vartuhi Erdinc
Janet Hanzatian
Zevart M. Hollisian
Mari Imirziyan
Yn. Lucine Kashikjian
Hermine and Sylva Kotchounian
Harry and Hripsime Parsekian
St. James Women’s Guild
Total $445

Ann Selian
April 28, 2007

Karen Fraser
Karen and Jim Gosselin
Alice Eric and Sandra Travers
Kaljian
Mildred Nahabedian
Hazel Papazian
Total $200 

Zartar Minassian
May 11, 2007

Thelma and Jack Der Avedisian
Alice K. Mellian
Marion, Michael, Harry Jr. and 

Glenn Minassian 
Rose Z. Karibian
Ellie and Steve Shaer
Patricia M. Tavitian
Total $300 

Sahag Nahabedian
May 22, 2007

Vartoohie, Nadine, Kirk and 
Travis Nahabedian

Vee Agahigian 
Gary Agahigian and 

Beverly Thomas
Florence Aharonian
Harry and Azniv Amiralian
Sarkis and Silva Antreassian
Leon and Marge Atamian
Rose Avadanian

Rose Barsamian
Charles and Carol Bazarian
Harvey and Barbara Bazarian
Richard and Charlene Bazarian
Richard and Margaret Bazarian
Robert Bejoian
Rose Bejoian
Peter Bogosian and Family  
Chester and Queenie Boyajian
June Carlon (Berberian)
Paul and Setrak DerBoghosian
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Garabedian
Crosby and Marge Goshgarian
Dorothy Goshgarian
Nishan and Mary Goudsouzian
Michael and Alice Gulbankian
Charles and Joyce Guleserian
Edward and Nancy Guleserian
Doris Hazerjian
Stephen Hazerjian
Juna Hedison and 

Roxie M. Hedison
Margaret and Mary Hovnanian
Margaret and Mary Janikian
Dr. and Mrs. C. Robert Jingozian
Leon Kachadorian
Glen and Diane Kashgegian
Krikor and Nancy Kassabian
Donna and Ken Kutzer
Roy, Marilyn, Charlie Larkin
Nancy Madanian Reppucci
Kenneth Malatian
Rose Mamishian and Family
Sylvia Markarian
Sara Martinian
Jean E. Martinian
Stephen McKenna
Edward and Julie Mesrobian
Mr. and Mrs. Mihran Minassian
Dr. and Mrs. John Musserian
George Nalchian
Helen Nalchian
Helen Paboojian
Charles Parsekian
Mr. and Mrs. Jack and 

Audrey Pilibosian
Kenneth and Diane Samuelian
Derek and Grace Schuurman
Alice and Anthony Seferian
Katherine Siranosian
St. James Women’s Guild
Richard, Ann and 

Talene Tarvezian
Totovian Family
Gayle M. Yapchaian
Michael G. Yapchaian
Mr. and Mrs. Raffi P. Yeghiayan
Robert and Nancy Young
Total $2,330

Van “Max” Maksabedian
June 6, 2007

Margaret Maksabedian
Diane, Glen, Michael and 

Kristin Kashgegian
Susen Maksabedian
Varujan and Vivian Masrof
Mike, Sona, Talin and 

Thomas Afarian
Gary Agahigian
Vee and Gary Agahigian
Anonymous
Bob and Doris Assarian
Evelyn Bako and Family
Marilyn and C J Coughlin
Raymond Davidian
Haig and Donna Deranian
Harry and Charlotte Eordekian
Sarkis and Jeannette Gennetian
Abraham Harutunian
Ruth Harutunian
Harold and Katherine Harutunian
Dr. and Mrs. C. Robert Jingozian
Helen Kashgegian
Mrs. Ira Kashgagian and Family
Lori and Mark Kashgegian
Diane Kouyoumjian
Charles Krikorian
Mr. and Mrs. Kourken Kulegian
Rose Mamishian and Family
Ara Masrof
Garo and Talin Masrof
Krikor Masrof
Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Murphy
George Nalchian
Helen Nalchian
Jack and Audrey Pilibosian
Alice and Anthony Seferian
Mr. and Mrs. Himayak Torosian

Mr. and Mrs. Kaspar Torosian
Maryann Tutunjian
Michael Yapchaian
Total $1,605 

Arpeny ‘Penny’ Kolgian
January 8, 2007

Barry and Lois Kolgian
Tad and Kelley (Devaney) 

Guleserian and Children Ava 
Joanne and Luke Aram 
Joy (Guleserian) and 
Michael Foley and Son Liam 
Kolgian Foley

Melanie J. Guleserian
Ruby Aprahamian and Family
Krista and John Aftandelian
Donna Antonios
Arthur and Rose Arakelian
Aram Aslanian
Charles and Sona Aslanian
Stephen and Armee Aslanian
Lucy and Warren Aylaian
Dianne Babikian
Dr. Jirayr and Annie Balikian
Patricia and Peter Barba
Mr.Louis and Ms.Marion Barsam 
Rose Barsamian
Mary Bergoudian
Beatrice S, Bazarian
Leon C. Caragulian
Neal (Joseph F.) Crump
Margaret Danielson
Richard and 

Isabelle Der Garabedian
David C. DiBenedetto, DMD
Dianna DiBenedetto 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph DiBenedetto
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. DiBenedetto
Yvonne DiBenedetto
Jane B. Donahue
Cathleen G. Falcione
Candy Feliz
Beulah Franklin
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Garabedian
Dr. Vartan and Armen Ghugasian
Nishan and Mary Goudsouzian
Mrs. Donna Greatorex
Charles and Joyce Guleserian
Edward and Nancy Guleserian 

and Family
Barkev and Hasmig Gulezian
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gulezian
Mr. and Mrs. Vahey Gulezian
Arthur Gulezian
Gladys C. Gulezian
Anita Hadjian
Hai Guin Scholarship Assoc.
George W. Haroutunian and 

Shirley Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hasekian
Michael Hazarvartian and 

Robin Hazarvartian
Dr. Kim and Susan Hazarvartian 

and Children Drtad and Deran
Mrs. Deran Hintlian
Leon W. Kachadorian
Harry and Mable Kachagian
Dr. Parnag and Nancy Kasarjian
Arthur J. Kazangian
Lisa Kolligian Dorian
Nancy R. Kolligian   
Lalig Koundakjian
Ora Margosian
Jean E. Martinian
Zareh and Hasmig Maserejian
Anthony and Natalie Massarotti
Mathew and Ardemis Matteosian
Margaret McCormick
Anna Merejanian
Anne N. Merian
Edward and Julie Mesrobian
Louise D. Missakian and 

Sandra L. Missakian
Gerald, Barbara and Erin Murphy
Mildred Nahabedian
Nalbandian Family
Roxanne Nalbandian   
Virginia M. Nalbandian
Eric Ostroff and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Panjian
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Panjian
Harry and Hripsime Parsekian
Edith Pasalis and Candace Currie
Wayne and Winni Paskerian
Edward and Elaine Patapanian
Kasper Pilibosian
Jack and Audrey Pilibosian
Dorothea Piranian

Robert Proodian
Kenneth and Diane Samuelian
Marien Samuelian  
Paul Santos and Family
Leslie Sarmanian
Mrs. Mary Shervanian
Katherine Siranosian
Hannah Sommerstein
Betty Soultanian
Donald and Karen Srabian
Anne Stuart  
Harry and Grace Surabian
Richard, Ann and 

Talene Tarvezian
A. Virginia Tavitian
Boghos (Paul) S. Tavitian
Joseph S. Tavitian
Marie and Matthews Torigian
Mr. and Mrs. Raffi P. Yeghiayan
Sarah B. Yeshilian
Carol Zeytoonjian
Bernard Zulalian
Total $6,910

ADDITIONAL IN LIEU DONATIONS:

Ovssanna Dersimonian
January 8, 2007

Dina and Charles Simonian 
and Family

New Total: $1,233

Michael Francis Luniewicz
February 5, 2007

Maryann Tutunjian
New Total: $475

Alice Kevorkian
February 7, 2007

Janette and Robert Nason
New Total: $2,020

John G. Akillian
February 21, 2007

Louise Akilian
David Jacobs
New Total: $1,000

Joseph Mathew Bazarian
March 6, 2007

Bernard Husser and Heidi Lake
New Total: $3,090

Helen T. Yapchaian
March 9, 2007

Bertha D. Andonian
Kaspar, Jayne, Aram and 

Armen Andonian
Dianne L. Aspuru
Dorothy Goshgarian and Marilyn
Larkin
Carol and Merrill Griff
Sarah A. Hajenlian
Rev. Fr. Yeprem and Yn. Judy
Kelegian
Iskouhie Khalarian
Harry, Debbie and Kim Sarajian
Mary Sarajian
Mitchell, Ann and Kristopher
Sarajian
New Total: $8,810

Helen M. (Garabedian)
Kulesza
March 29, 2007

Joe McCabe
Moody, Famiglietti and 

Andronico, LLP
New Total: $845
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The following donations have been received with appreciation by 
St. James Armenian Apostolic Church.  May God bless the souls of
our dearly departed and give comfort and hope to their families.

In Lieu of Flowers
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Thank You

"
PLEASE NOTE: There is an expense of approximately $3,000
for publishing and mailing each issue of the Looys.  Any con-
tributions sent to defray part of this cost are greatly appreci-
ated.  Please use the form below to send your donation for
this purpose.

St. James Armenian Apostolic Church
465 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA 02472

Donation for Looys in the Amount of $ ________________

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City____________________State ____Zip ___________

Please list occasion if any:_________________________

______________________________________________

Donations for “Looys”
We thank the following for their generosity and their support

of St. James and the publication of the Looys bi-monthly:

George W. Haroutunian $20
Rev. Fr. Arten and Yn. Mary Ashjian $20
Alice T. Sangster $25
Arthur and Louise Panosian $50
Anna Degirmenci $100
Sarkissian, Garabedian and Momdjian Families $30

In Memory of Hygaz Bazarian
Raffi and Carol Yeghiayan $50
Stella Tonry $25

In Loving Memory of Garabed 
and Higoohi Kamberian

Rose Yakoobian $25

A Special Thank You
to our dedicated group of volunteers, who lovingly

respond to our call without hesitation to help us share the
news of our parish with our parishioners! Thank you!

The seven sacraments in the Armenian Church are called the “holy mysteries.” The
Armenian word for sacrament is khorhoort or “mystery.” This implies that the sacraments are
received mysteriously. The seven formal sacraments of the Armenian Church correspond to the
different states and situations of a person’s life. Each Bible Study will take a closer look at each
of the sacraments, examining and reflecting on their sources in Christ and the Holy Scriptures.

This Bible Study is open to all parishioners and faithful and is held on Monday evenings at
7:30 p.m. (see detailed schedule below) in the Parish Council Room. The Bible Study will include
reflection on Holy Scripture, application to life today, and an opportunity for discussion. 

BIBLE STUDY
The Seven Sacraments 
of the Armenian Church

Baptism – Monday, September 17, 2007

Christmation – Monday, September 24, 2007

Holy Communion – Monday, October 1, 2007

Marriage –  Monday, October 15, 2007

Penance – Monday, October 22, 2007

Holy Unction – Monday, October 29, 2007

Holy Orders – Monday, November 5, 2007

In response to popular demand, and the
love of our parishioners for reading, we will be
starting a St. James Book Club! We will likely
read one book every 1-2 months (depending on
length and difficulty of the book). While some books we read will be Christian
books, there are Christian and moral teachings and lessons to be found
in most any book or story. This will provide us an opportunity to come togeth-
er in fellowship, discuss a literary work, and have a fruitful and interesting
discussion.

Please provide information to Yn. Natasha at aljalian@comcast.net
(Subject line: Book Club) as to your reading preferences, and what types of
books you’d like to read:

M Fiction M Novels
M Non-Fiction M War and Peace
M Short Stories

What types of books do you usually read? 

M Religious Books or Spirituality M Classic Literature
M Self-Help M “Chick Lit”
M Current Events M Romance Novels
M New York Times Bestsellers M “Summer Reading”
M Pulitzer Prize Winners M History
M Biographies/Autobiographies M Other ___________________
M Mysteries ________________________

Do you require any special considerations?

M Audio Books
M Large Print
M Other _____________________________________________________

How many books do you read per month? 

M 0-1
M 1-5
M 5 or more

How many books would you like to read a year?

M 4  (Book Club would meet once every 3 months)
M 6  (Book Club would meet once every 2 months)
M 12  (Book Club would meet monthly)

Book ClubN
EW

!
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John Kurkjian Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Brian David Ansbigian

Edward and Joyce Berberian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Vartan Thomas Babikyan

Alice Kaprielian Memorial 
and Ann O. Kaprielian Scholarship 

Recipient: Houri Bechirian 

Michael and Ovsanna Hovannesian 
Memorial Scholarship 

Recipient: Gregory Hapet Berberian 

Virginia Bedrosian Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Shant Onnik Broukian 

Gladys and Anna Najarian Medzorian Scholarship
Recipient: Dana Malcolm Clark 

Armene Tarvezian Memorial Scholarship – GKT 
Recipient: Alexa Melanie Diranian 

Edward and Elaine Patapanian Scholarship
Recipient: Melissa Melanie Diranian 

Herant, Zarouhi and Raffi Hollisian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Noelle Grace Hagopian 

Vernon H. Assarian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Amanda Ann Kavjian 

Hovnan and Agnes Hovnanian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Christina Rose Kenney

Madeline Kasabian Leone Scholarship 
Recipient: Tatevik Keshishyan 

Veronica Tarvezian Memorial Scholarship – GKT 
Recipient: Marc Neshan Khederian

Martin Martinian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Garen Peter Koutoujian

Simon DerSimonian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Dziazan Talar Sahagian

Jocko Ananian Memorial 
and Phyllis Ananian Scholarship 

Recipient: Jennifer Rose Tagarelis

Robert Movsessian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Stephen Craig Tagarelis

George and Rose Tashjian Memorial Scholarship 
Recipient: Angelraven Anooshelee Tevan

Edward and Elaine Patapanian Scholarship
Recipient: Julie Anne Yerganian 

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS GRANTED: $16,069.11

Scholarships

Parish Notes
Congratulations to Parish Council Member Richard Cherkerzian,

who has been given an outstanding career opportunity, and will

be relocating to London and continuing his work with Bank of

America. Richard has served this parish as a Parish Council mem-

ber with dedication, commitment and enthusiasm. He will be

missed at St. James and we wish him well in this new, exciting

endeavor!

Replacing Richard Cherkerzian on the Parish Council will be Gail

Boroyan, who was elected an alternate to the Parish Council at the

last Parish Assembly. 

Calendar of Events
(All events are at St. James unless otherwise noted)

September 
Friday, September 14
7:00 p.m. — (6:30 p.m. Social Hour) Mr. & Mrs. Group Dinner meeting

Saturday, September 15
9:00 a.m. — Registration and First Day of Classes of 

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian School

Sunday, September 16
Sunday School Homecoming
9:30 a.m. — Registration and First Day of Classes of Sunday School

Monday, September 17
6:30 p.m. — Women’s Guild

Welcome Back Dinner and Meeting 

Sunday, September 30
2nd Habitat for Humanity Armenia Walkathon

October 
Monday, October 1
7:15 p.m. — (6:30 p.m. Social Hour) Men’s Club Dinner Meeting

October 5-8  
Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch 
and Catholicos of All Armenians, to Boston. 

Friday and Saturday, October 12 and 13
St. James Annual Church Bazaar

Monday, October 15
6:30 p.m. — Women’s Guild Dinner and Meeting

Friday, October 19
7:00 p.m. — (6:30 p.m. Social Hour) Mr. & Mrs. Group Dinner meeting
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Parish
Administrative
Directory
WORSHIP HOURS
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 10:00 a.m.
Saturday Vespers Service 5:00 p.m.

PA<TAMOUNQI VAM:RE
Kiraki A]au0t;an Vam;rgoujiun 

vame •1ºº-in
Kiraki Sourb Patarag vame ¡º1ºº-in
Cor;q,abji A[0javo[ow vame ¡º1ºº-in
Kirakamtiz Vam;rgoujiun _<abaj 0r;r–

vame ∞1ºº-in

Church Office: (617) 923-8860
Fax:  (617) 926-5503   Email: info@sthagop.com
www.sthagop.com

Office Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday to
Friday. Office closed Saturday and Sunday

PASTOR
Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian
Rectory: 6 Langdon Ave., Watertown, MA  02472
Email: derarakel@sthagop.com • H: (617) 923-8990

ASSOC. PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian
53 Hill Road, Apt. 302, Belmont, MA  02478
H: (617) 484-2614

PARISH COUNCIL
Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian, President
Scott Kapilian, Chairman
K. Vasken Babigian, Vice Chairman
John Musserian, Treasurer
Linda Sahagian, Secretary
Richard L. Cherkerzian, Jr., Asst. Treasurer
Carol Babikyan, Asst. Secretary 
Sharon Bazarian
Edward K. Kazanjian 

Edward Orchanian, Jr.
Sandy Raphalian
Ben Saraydarian

DIOCESAN DELEGATES
Edward Brewster
Karen Dederyan
Haig Deranian
Nishan Goudsouzian
Charles Guleserian
Jacob Pilibosian
Michael Yapchaian

OFFICE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Annie Kalaydjian, Administrative Assistant
Karen Hovsepian, Bookkeeper 
Tina Kurkjian, Administrative Assistant 

FACILITIES MANAGER (EXT. 18)
Michael V. Mamishian
Email: mvmamishian@sthagop.com 

YOUTH DIRECTOR (EXT. 19)
Brenda Khederian

SUNDAY SCHOOL (EXT. 19)
Marsha Alabachian, Superintendent

ST. SAHAG AND ST. MESROB 
ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL (EXT. 21)

Dr. Sarkis Soukiasian,
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Marina Minasian, Superintendent

LOOYS EDITORIAL BOARD
Fr. Arakel Aljalian, Fr. Arsen Barsamian, 
St. James Office Staff, Yn. Natasha Aljalian
and Alex Kalaydjian

PASTORAL CARE: HOME AND 
HOSPITAL CLERGY VISITS
The clergy are always available and would
like to visit homebound and hospitalized
parishioners. If you or someone you know is
ill or hospitalized and would like to be visited,
please call the church office at (617) 923-
8860. Please note: when asked about your

religion at a hospital, patients should list themselves as
“Armenian Orthodox” or “Armenian” not “other.”

REQUIEM SERVICE/HOKEHANKISD
Arrangements for Requiem Service, Altar Flowers and
Candles should be made through the church office by
Thursday at noon. In accordance with the canons of the
Armenian Church, Requiem Services may not be performed
on the five major feast days: Armenian Christmas, Easter,
The Feast of the Transfiguration, The Feast of the
Assumption of the Mother of God, and The Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

BAPTISMS AND CHRISMATIONS
All baptisms must be scheduled at least two months in
advance by calling the church office. According to the
Armenian Church canons, a Baptism may only be performed
once in a person’s lifetime, provided such Baptism has been
performed in a Christian Church and in the name of the Holy
Trinity.  At least one of the godparents must be a member of
the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church.  

WEDDINGS
Parishioners should contact the church office at least eight
months in advance. A couple must contact St. James to
confirm the availability of the Pastor and sanctuary prior to
making any other arrangements. All weddings must follow
the Canons of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church and
the laws of Massachusetts. In accordance with Diocesan
discipline mandated by the Primate, all Sacraments must be
administered in the church sanctuary. The couple must
meet with the Pastor at least once for pre-marital prepara-
tion and counseling. Weddings cannot be performed during
Great Lent or Holy Week, or on the five major feast days:
Armenian Christmas, Holy Easter, The Feast of the
Transfiguration, The Feast of the Assumption of the Mother
of God, and The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

FUNERALS
Families should make arrangements with the funeral direc-
tor of their choice, who will contact the church office to
arrange the funeral service. Generally, St. James coordi-
nates funerals with Bedrosian Funeral Home and
Giragosian Funeral Home; both are located in Watertown
and are familiar with our Church traditions. Funerals may
not be performed on religious holidays, major feast days,
Saturdays after 3:00 p.m., or on Sundays.
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